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Editor’s note

I

t is wonderful
to open your
inbox in
January, after
a trying year,
and find the
following heartwarming message
from a regular
contributor and
local legend in
the Lowveld safari community, Peter Lawson from
Lawson’s Birding Safaris:
“I am in receipt of Issue 52 and it is fabulous.
Thank you so much for producing such a delightful
magazine that is absolutely full of interest. I also
love the cover photo of a baboon playing with
butterflies. This issue will take pride of place on my
coffee table for all to see. Well done ladies.”

It brings us great pleasure to build relationships with the people
in our bush-loving community thanks to the Klaserie Chronicle.
The common interest we share in the conservation of our wild
places and the growth and prosperity of our local communities is
what puts the words and photos on our pages.
We have worked hard to make our publication a true reflection
of our most valuable assets and would like to thank all our
contributors, advertisers and supporters for the role you play in
creating this beautiful product. We can’t do it without you!
Another special thank you must go to the exceptionally
talented editorial team. Your dedication has helped develop the
publication to what it is today and it is a pleasure to work with
such a professional team.
Please continue to support our magazine by purchasing
a copy for R69 at SPAR, Pick n Pay and Total garages in
Hoedspruit. You can expect a range of inspiring articles
and stunning images and proceeds go towards funding
the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve’s conservation activities and
Eco Children’s community upliftment projects.
If you would like to advertise in the magazine (and enjoy pride
of place on many coffee tables in the Lowveld and further afield)
and support our initiatives at the same time, please get in touch.
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Catharina hales from Cape
Town and has an Honours
degree in Journalism. She is our
dog-loving, adventure-seeking,
no-nonsense wordsmith. Her
positive, can-do attitude gets
things done quickly.

Copywriter and research:
Chloë Cooper

Chloë is the newest member
to our team and has a degree in
Organisational Psychology. She
is a copywriter extraordinaire,
nature dweller, travel lover and
all-around beautiful soul.

Design & layout:
Cecilia Theron-Du Preez

facebook.com/ecochildrenSA

CEO Eco Children

Sub-editor:
Catharina Robbertze

Cecilia is originally from Pretoria
and has a degree in Visual
Communication. This talented
designer has a keen eye for all
things beautiful and sees the
details no-one else does to
produce a beautiful publication.
She is in pursuit of perfection.

Thank You
Eco Children would like to thank
all our sponsors, donors and
supporters for your continued
backing. Your contributions,
however big or small are
invaluable in our mission to sow
seeds of change.

Autumn 2021 005

KLASERIE CHRONICLE | ISSUE 53

ADVERTORIAL

KLASERIE CHRONICLE | ISSUE 53

ADVERTORIAL

Starry
safari
A night on the Tulela Star Deck
Words Chloë Cooper | Photos Emma Gatland

What if the last thing you saw before drifting off to sleep was the bright wash of the Milky Way,
the reassuring wink of the Southern Cross, or the strident row of warrior stars we know as Orion’s
Belt? Your dreams would be of Africa, of wide-open spaces, of freedom and adventure.

D

eep in the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve
(KPNR), under an enchanting knobthorn tree,
Tulela’s Star Deck overlooks the treetops and the
rise and fall of the terrain. It is a treehouse with
a difference, a childhood fantasy reimagined for the real
world. It is all about simplicity and retaining the authentic
appeal of a sleep-out under the stars.
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An extension of the Tulela experience, the Star Deck is an
outdoor overnight space where you’ll create memories
among friends and celebrate romance with your beloved.
One with the elephants, the giraffes, the rocks and the
rivers, it is a place where parents and children can bond in
an extraordinary world.
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Need good quality
water for your
animals, crops or
guests?
YOUR PARTNER IN WATER
TREATMENT PRODUCTS &
SOLUTIONS
Vovani Water can assist with the best
possible water treatment solution for
your farm, lodge or establishment.

coffee from a flask while you listen to the crescendo of
the Crested Francolin, noisily announcing the start of a
new day. You’ll have the chance to see the moon vanish
into the violet haze and the watch the sun replace the
cool palette of dawn with the bright light of day.
Tulela’s Star Deck is designed to enthral and to elevate
an experience in nature. Without compromising on
comfort, it strips away the layers of four walls and places
you in a soft cocoon, as an offering to the indigo sky.
There’s nothing like the twinkle of eternity to remind you
of life’s possibilities and reset your path on Earth.
As a guest, you’ll have access to our place of peace, day
or night, awake or asleep. To spend a night on our Star
Deck is to cosy up under soft, white linen, tucked between
your mattress and the latticework of a mosquito net
suspended in the branches overhead. A minibar selection
of iced drinks and safari snacks will accompany your view
of the setting sun, and a scattering of paraffin lanterns
will cast a warm glow as the bush darkens around you.
Gaze upward as the sky fills with stars and let your guide
reacquaint you with your place in the solar system.
As dawn breaks over the vast and vibrant Klaserie, the
symphony of sunrise will greet you. Rouse your senses in
the unfamiliar surroundings and feel reconnected to your
primitive self. Absorb the fresh air, welcome the wild, and
let Mother Nature be the first sight you see. Pour fresh
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We welcome you to a place where the journey is yours
to create, yours to inhabit, and yours to remember. We
welcome you to Tulela: A place of peace.

For more information on
the KPNR’s brand new
safari offering, contact
reservations@tulela.co.za
or visit tulela.co.za.

Agridx®
Agridx® is a
biodegradable
disinfectant specifically
formulated for use in
agriculture.
- shoe/foot decontamination
baths
- specialised targeted microbe
control
- hard surface disinfectant
- disinfection of equipment &
production areas
- disinfection of crates,
conveyors & loadbodies

Skyhydrant &
UF-Pro
Gravity Fed Water
Treatment Systems
- removes all bacteria and
viruses
- latest technology
- easy to install and operate

You crown the year with Your goodness,
And Your paths drip with abundance. Psalm 65:11

W AT E R

Water
Treatment
Products &
Components
- automated strainer systems
for irrigation
- latest pipe clamp solutions
- automated water treatment
systems
- newest water treatment
technologies

For more information call +27 (0) 10 140 3773 or visit:

www.vovaniwater.co.za

Reliable global water solutions for the future
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MAKING
FRIENDS

My amazing Klaserie
childhood
PART 2

Words Debbie Harrison [née Leibnitz]

Debbie was born a Leibnitz – daughter of Jenny and former Klaserie Warden, Erwin Leibnitz. She
spent her childhood in the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve (KPNR), from 1974 when she was just 6
months old. Her early experiences of life in the bush became the ingredients for a number of stories
that added to her father’s book, Living on the Wild Side. For 22 years, Debbie and her sister shared
the delightful experiences of having wild animals in their home and letting their imaginations run
with the wind. Today, Debbie Harrison is married to her chiropractor husband, Mike, and lives in
Cape Town where she owns Deep Blue Media, a sports management and television production
company. We are overjoyed that we could contact Debbie and are thrilled to share a series of her
Klaserie childhood stories, written from memory.
The AGM and July holiday socials
The highlight of our year was normally the July holidays,
a special, social time in the bush. Most members would
come to the KPNR during this time, especially as it was the
time the Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held.
Dad studied the area and found the perfect location for
this massive annual members’ meeting area. A reed boma
was erected around a giant leadwood tree. Hundreds
of reeds were harvested from the Klaserie River for this
boma and two “long drops” made out of sturdy creosote
poles and with little raised decks, were built for the
ablutions. It was a proper loo-with-a-view.
Members had to bring their own chairs and little hessianshaded picnic sites were put up in advance. A massive
fire with lots of coals was prepared and huge three-legged
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pots containing wildebeest curry were put on the boil for
lunch.
Mom was entirely responsible for the catering in those
days. She would cook an entire wildebeest – no mean
feat, as they normally weigh about 130 kilograms each!
She chopped potatoes by the hundred, curried the meat
and froze everything in big Tupperware containers. The
preparation took weeks on end leading up to the AGM.
We kids would be roped in to cut up the onions and
tomatoes for the sambals. The reserve supplied plastic
plates, knives and forks and a fabulous lunch was had
under the trees. Needless to say, our family enjoyed the
left-overs for many a day afterwards!
People came from far and wide for the AGM. The Gang,
as we called it in those early days, included us and the

AGM preparation with Jenny Leibnitz and
Erica Pelser.

Michelle and Debbie at their newly built
swimming pool.

Crookes kids – Sean, Ashleigh, Roddy, Debbie and Candice
– along with their assortment of cool surfer KwaZuluNatal cousins or friends that came along for the winter
holidays in the bush.
With their mums all kindly offering to help with the tea at
10:00 when the meeting took a break, they had little time
to keep an eye on us, so we ran amok. Making bows and
arrows out of the reeds, we played games like Cowboys
and Indians. On a hot day we would make a wild dash
along the river path from the AGM back to our house at
HQ for a swim in the little stone pool dad had fashioned
for us in the garden, which is still in use today. A good 1,5
kilometres away from the AGM to our home – luckily we
never came across anything blocking our way.
Members of many an AGM had the privilege of watching
the local huge elephant bull arrive and, seemingly, stand
close by to listen to the proceedings. Other animals – a
kudu or two and often a buffalo – paid visits as well.
It was a no-brainer that the local baboon troop also found
the proceedings particularly interesting.
Post-AGM normally included a great festive party back at
home with a few of the ‘die hard’ beer-loving members.
Of course, dad was never reluctant to enjoy the golden
amber with the other guys.
The July holidays were also a time when we were invited
to dinner at the various members’ camps. Michelle and
I were bundled up in the back of the open Land Cruiser
together with camping mattresses, sleeping bags and
pillows. We were allowed to say a quick hello to the
member in question and then promptly put to bed in the
back of the bakkie.
The bright moon, Southern Cross, Milky Way and a million
bright stars in the intense black sky were our bedtime

Roddy and Debbie (Zoe) Crookes, Michelle, and
I at the Nun’s Camp on Klaseriemond.
lights, and the call of the jackal and hyena’s whoop were
our bedtime lullaby. The gentle Lowveld breeze soothed
us to sleep until the incessant buzzing of the mozzies
woke us and we had to brave the dark to take a toilet
break. This involved scrambling off the back of the bakkie,
frantically scouring the dark shadows in case there was a
pair of eyes staring malevolently at us from somewhere
close by.
But, if we were lucky enough, we would hear the sawing
of a leopard or the hoot of a Scops Owl, or even the
echoing roar of the local pride of lions.
As we got older, we were often invited to join the adults
in the bomas of the various camps before going to bed.
One of my favourite memories, and something I still do to
this day, is to put hot coals under the seat of my camping
chair on a cold evening. Most bomas had fabulous big
fires going, surrounded by wire chairs on sand covered
floors. Little holes were made under each seat and lovely
hot coals placed there to warm the nether regions.
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Getting out and about

School time

Walking through the bush was a regular way of
getting wherever people needed to go. Not once did
the fear of something posing a threat ever cross our
minds. This was our home, that’s how everyone did
things, from the camp guards going to visit friends
at neighbouring camps to us kids going somewhere
for a swim (before our beautiful little pool was built
at home).

After completing a few years at Mariepskop, we went to
school in Tzaneen. On Mondays, we were up at 04:00 to
start the drive to Tzaneen for a week of boarding school.
Often a herd of elephants would delay us, and we would
worry about being late. On Fridays, we had different
concerns: if there had been heavy rainfall, it could mean
the Klaserie River would be in flood and, as there was no
bridge over it at that stage, we would be unable to get
home.

Michelle and I would traipse through the bush from
HQ to the green, sludge-filled reservoir at Koos
Bekker’s camp on Charloscar for a refreshing dip,
not forgetting to steal some of the local mulberries,
and then walk back casually in our costumes and
slip-slops, carrying our towels. Looking back now,
I shudder at what could have happened, and I
definitely would not do it today!
Debbie at the boma.
We had driving lessons from an early age. Prior to
putting us behind a steering wheel, however, dad
bought us a little 50 CC motorbike that we used
to scoot back and forth to most places within a
5-kilometre radius. Both of us still sport clear burn
marks from the exhaust when we fell off in some of
the thick Lowveld sand or when showing off to our
friends, Edward and Nasita Mathebula.
We managed to upgrade from the motorbike in
our early high school years when a fabulous little
Volkswagen Variant was donated to dad by one of
the members who lived on the banks of the Olifants
River. Dad removed the top and we used the car to
travel as far afield as the Oppenheimer Camp so that
I could visit my dear friend Simone Robinson, whose
parents, John and Elshe managed the camp there.

Debbie and Edward Mathebula pushing the motorbike
after stalling it.

Our treat was waiting for either mum or dad to fetch
us on a Friday afternoon after the lift-club person had
dropped us off at the Caskette’s store, just across the
river. I clearly remember being allowed two pieces of
Chappies bubblegum and one other treat to enjoy on the
way home. Michelle and I normally chose one of those
massive apricot gobstopper sweets, just because they

Debbie Leibnitz in her Standard 3 school uniform.
were BIG and so in our minds meant better value for
money.

Debbie and Nasita Mathebula making a mud wallow in
the driveway for YokYok the warthog.

School bus in Klaserie on the way to camp in the
boma for an Educational school trip.

Transport in the bush in those days was always at
the forefront of peoples’ minds. Many of the present
roads were not even thought of then and some of
the existing ones at the time were just rough tracks
with a high ‘middle-mannetjie’. So, planning our
school journeys was always a nightmare.

“ Walking through the bush was a
regular way of getting wherever
people needed to go. Not once did
the fear of something posing a
threat ever cross our minds.”
012 Autumn 2021
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The Caskette’s store also served as dad’s
“administration office” in the early days. He would go
there on a Monday morning to make any urgent phone
calls, as we did not have a phone and calls had to be
made on the old party line. He also sent off telexes and
collected the post that came from the Hoedspruit post
office.
Caskette’s store was the inspiration for the fabulous
Klaserie shop, as it is known today. Because our staff
had to walk for miles to get to any type of shop, dad
built a small trading store at HQ. For a number of years,
mum ran the shop, after which a local young man
named Eric Manyike took over. Eric was studying to
complete his schooling and dad believed completely in
his potential as both a scholar and a future employee
of the KPNR. Dad decided to sponsor Eric’s education
and he is, to this day, still employed by the reserve.

Klaserie River in flood blocking the way back from
boarding school.

Eric Manyike in the trading store at HQ.
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“ The closer you are
to your subject, the
better.”

Nocturnal
Wildlife
TIPS FOR PHOTOGRAPHING

Words Samuel Cox

Most people dream of snapping elephants at a waterhole, a leopard in a tree or the silhouette of a giraffe footnoting a
vibrant sunset. But have you thought about photographing Africa’s nightlife?

W

hat bustles to life in the African bush once
the sun sets and the stars dot the sky? For
me, a game drive into Africa’s darkness is
full of excitement and every corner holds
a promise of the undiscovered. Whenever I’m teaching
wildlife photography in South Africa, I actively push for
night drives. When diurnal species like impala and zebra
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settle down for the night, nocturnal creatures such as
nightjars, scrub hares, Spotted Thick-knees, genets, civets
and aardvarks take centre stage. Suddenly, the African
wilderness takes on a new and refreshing form – the
beauty of unpredictability and the unknown, all hidden by
a veil of darkness.

However, there’s
also fear and a dose
of frustration when it
comes to photography
at night. Imagine spotting
an elusive leopard or rare
aardvark without knowing how
to successfully capture your longawaited sighting. Photographing
wildlife with limited to no light is challenging,
and knowledge is key.
Lighting up the dark
Bombarding wildlife with multiple and harsh light
devices is highly discouraged. Although flash guns have
their benefits, I’ve garnered infinitely more positive and
pleasant experiences without them.
Naturally, your ISO is going to be uncomfortably high, but
with technology ever improving, low light functionality in
cameras can easily handle this. A flash emitting from the
top of your camera will result in a horribly bland and flat
image, but a spotlight from a slightly different angle can

result in something
truly spectacular. A lot
of professional guiding
companies and lodges
use spotlights – they’re
fantastic for spotting animals,
however with great power
comes great responsibility. When it
comes to nocturnal animals, we want to
make sure we’re not directly pointing these
strong lights into their eyes. Usually red filters reduce any
negative effect on animals at close range.
When you do get the opportunity to photograph
something that’s calm in your presence, it’s imperative to
remember not to disrupt its behaviour. As desperate as
you might be to want to light up a prowling leopard, this
may put the cat at a huge disadvantage if it’s on the hunt.
Any nearby prey will easily spot the predator illuminated
in the spotlight. Once again, it’s about putting the animals
first and making sure we’re in no way overstepping
our boundaries. Shouldn’t a night drive be a pleasant
experience for both visitors and wildlife?
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Get as close as you can
The closer you are to your subject, the better. This is because
any light reflecting off the subject diminishes over distance.
So, the closer we are, the more light we get reaching the
camera’s sensor, enabling it to effectively capture what’s in
front of the lens. This produces an end product with more
quality and detail. Move closer if the animal will tolerate it,
bearing in mind different animals will behave differently and
you should rely on your guide’s knowledge to know if it’s
appropriate or not.
Keep still
Being noisy or restless is never advantageous and at night
there’s all the more reason to remain still. Due to slow
shutter speeds, the slightest rocking of the vehicle can
completely ruin your shot. As such, it’s key that everyone
on the vehicle is on the same page and is respectful of
one another. Monopods and bean bags are great tools
to stabilise the camera and even making use of a remote
shutter can lead to some great results for those quieter
moments as it doesn’t require the camera to be touched to
take a photo.
Night-time in the bush brings its own unique perks. After the
sun has set, you will hear different noises, the landscapes
seem to change in tone and there’s the visceral pleasure of
driving under Africa’s blanket of stars. It’s a different world
to what we’re used to, and all the more reason we should be
excited to explore and photograph it.
© Samuel Cox

© Samuel Cox
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Water
pcontinued
roblem
Words and photos Colin Rowles

In a previous article for the Klaserie Chronicle, I described the historical provisioning of water for
game within the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve (KPNR) and alluded to some of the environmental
management problems that had developed as a result of the overabundance of water. As a
continuation, this article identifies some of the environmental management problems which have
manifested and provides a simplistic explanation as to how these have come about.

1

Water and species diversity

The overdistribution of water results in a homogeneous landscape and environment which is uniform in composition
and structure without much habitat diversity. The more degraded the environment becomes, the more favourable it
becomes for water dependent species, such as impala.
Being a mixed feeder, which does not rely on grass alone, impala are well adapted to survive in such an environment.
Low density herbivores, such as sable antelope, which have long since disappeared from the KPNR, cannot survive
in degraded environments as they require long grassed wooded areas in which to feed and hide their offspring.
The species imbalance and the loss of species diversity that we have experienced over the years is the result of the
overabundance of water which has homogenised the habitat, favouring certain species at the expense of others.
Both impala and elephant are water dependent species which have benefitted from the abundance of water. Their
populations have increased over the past number of years within the KPNR and the adjacent protected areas.

2

Water and fire as a management tool

Fire is a natural veld management tool responsible for maintaining savannah grasslands in an open and healthy state.
Periodic hot fires suppress shrubs and established seedlings, thus preventing bush encroachment. The herbaceous
layer must provide sufficient fuel in the form of dry grass and vegetation to generate suitably hot fires to suppress the
woody component.
An overabundance of water and a degraded and denuded environment does not support this requirement, and
therefore the implementation of a regular burning program is not possible. This can ultimately lead to a bushencroached environment, littered with dead trees (the result of high elephant impact). These dead toppled trees would
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have been reduced to ash by fire, further
enriching the soil with nutrients.
Fire also plays an important role in ensuring
plant species diversity. Some bulbous plants
need fire to promote their existence, and
in the absence of fire they will disappear.
Furthermore, fire is required to rid the grass
sward of dry moribund material which, if
excessive, suffocates the grass growth points
within the tufts.

3

Water and bush encroachment

Bush encroachment occurs when overgrazed
and denuded areas become colonised
with forbs and small hardy shrubs which
germinate following the summer rain. Having
a shallow lateral root system, they compete
with grasses for soil moisture. Being hardier
and more aggressive in growth, they colonise
these areas resulting in a bush encroached
environment.
Bush encroachment was a contributor to the
reduction in wildebeest numbers witnessed
during the past wet cycle of 1999-2001.
As a result of good rains, the established
shrub component became dense, creating
an unfavourable habitat for the open short
grassland species, such as wildebeest and
warthog, which are prone to predation under
these conditions. The wildebeest calving
season is at its peak during summer, at the
time when the bush is at its thickest. In the
absence of naturally occurring open areas,
wildebeest herds are forced onto open areas,
such as airstrips at night, where they feel safe.
It’s on these open airstrips that many calves
are predated upon, largely by hyenas.

4

Impala numbers have increased thanks to the abundance
of water.

Water and soil erosion

A landscape denuded of basal cover is
prone to soil erosion. The root structures
of grass and small shrubs in these areas
are responsible for binding topsoil and
preventing excessive erosive water run-off
during summer storms. As the herbaceous
layer becomes depleted in an ever-widening
area around a waterhole, due to the grazing
and the trampling pressure of congregating
herbivores, so too increases the area prone

Periodic hot fires suppress bush encroachment.
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Large numbers of elephant move into
the APNR during winter, attracted by the
abundance of water.
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6

Water and elephant distribution

Elephant are mega herbivores that require large quantities of fresh, clean water
daily. In the light of escalating elephant numbers in the adjacent Kruger National
Park (KNP), the Klaserie and our neighbouring reserves, the Associated Private
Nature Reserves (APNR) are faced with ever increasing elephant numbers and
the environmental impacts associated with them.
The level of impact on the veld can be expected to exceed that of the adjacent
KNP due to the fact that the APNR has more water points per square kilometre
than the KNP has. The KNP has in recent years reviewed its water for game
policy and reduced the number of waterpoints and large dams in an effort
to restore some of the historical natural events which dictated the seasonal
distribution of game.
During the dry winter months, large numbers of elephant move into the APNR
attracted by the abundance of water available in the form of large earth dams
and artificial pans and troughs. The adjacent areas in the KNP, being far dryer,
support lower numbers during this time.
An assessment of the elephant distribution was done in 2003. All elephants
were counted during the annual aerial elephant census within a 10-kilometre
buffer zone on either side of the KNP boundary with the APNR. It showed that
almost twice the number of elephants were observed within the APNR zone as
opposed to the 10-kilometre zone within the KNP.

An increase in elephant numbers result in damage to
large indigenous trees.

Almost all cases of elephant damage to members' camp gardens, inflicted
mainly in winter, has occurred at camps which have a small artificial waterhole
close by. The water in these waterholes is generally pumped daily and is
therefore clean and preferred by elephants to muddy dam water. During the
heat of the day, elephant bulls arrive at these waterholes to drink and spend the
afternoon under a tree nearby. At dusk, when it is quiet in the camp, they enter
and cause damage to the perimeter fence and gardens. The initial attraction for
the elephants is the fresh clean water available from the pans situated close to
these camps, the lush camp gardens are a secondary attraction.

to erosion. An area with an abundance of watering
holes and associated radiating piospheres of degraded
habitat, will be prone to soil erosion during heavy
showers of rain during summer months. A reduction
in the number of water points would reduce the areas
which would be otherwise prone to soil erosion.

5

Water and predation

Conclusion

With the proclamation of the KPNR and the subsequent
abundant provision of artificial water, water-dependent
herbivore numbers increased to unnatural levels. The
low numbers of predators at the time of proclamation
also contributed to the increase in herbivore numbers
during the earlier years.
The provision of water has facilitated the colonisation
of new areas by herbivores, and water-dependent
species have remained permanently within these new
areas. Predators are drawn to these areas to hunt the
abundance of game which congregate each day at
these water sources. In an analysis of predation data
collected over a three-year period, it was found that 84
percent of all lion kills recorded were within a distance
of one kilometre of a water point.
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It’s clear that the provisioning of water for game in an open system is
complex, and in most cases has unintended consequences for environmental
management.
If the distribution of water for game were to be adequately addressed, wildlife
managers would be treating the cause of a multitude of management problems.
Addressing the problems caused by too much water is usually costly. It would
be far more effective and much cheaper if we were to simply treat the cause
and provide water for game in areas within the landscape and at times of the
year which closely replicate the natural system.

Plenty of natural water available.
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ELEPHANTS
BAOBABS

&

Insights into the Elephant Management Dilemma: Part 3
Words Dr Ian Whyte: A summarised extract from his book, Living the Wild Life

other species are dependent for their own survival. They open up areas
of thick woodland, affording habitats to species favouring those of a
more open character. They also pass seeds through the gut which are
then deposited in seedbeds of fertile dung, which assist dispersal and
germination. Trees pushed over give food to many lesser herbivores
and refuge to many invertebrate species. These refuges are essential to
their survival and, without them, populations of these species would be
severely compromised.
Another important keystone effect engineered by elephants is the
wells they excavate in sandy riverbeds which give other species access
to water in the more arid parts of their range during the dry season.
This minimises the concentrations of game around more permanent
waterholes, reducing local overgrazing and facilitating a more even
distribution across the landscape.

T

o sit quietly in the close
proximity of a herd of elephants
who are going quietly about
their business is an emotional
experience that cannot easily be
described to anyone unfamiliar with
these animals. Their sheer size alone
induces a feeling of awe, and you will
not have to sit for long before their
intelligence, playfulness, compassion
and tolerance become evident. All of
these attributes of elephants combine
to instil in those lucky enough to
have experienced them, a feeling of
empathy which intensifies the longer
that exposure lasts. These emotions
are not comfortable bedfellows with
the concepts of killing these wonderful
animals.
Elephants as keystone species

© Kevin MacLaughlin
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Elephants can be considered a
keystone species – one upon which

Baobabs as keystone species
To stand under the canopy of a massive old baobab tree and to ponder
a little on the size and age of such old giants, is an emotional experience
of a different kind, but one which in its own way is no less soul-stirring
than that gained from elephants. It is perhaps also their size which
makes the initial impression, but the aura of age is tangible. The age that
these trees may attain is not known, as the pithy wood shows none of
the rings which allow the determination of age in other tree species.
Baobabs too are a keystone species, and a little examination of some
of these trees will reveal their significance in the environment. The
convolutions in the trunks of these benevolent old giants form cracks
and holes which provide shelter to many small animals and birds and
offer ideal sites to rear their young. To some species, the presence of
baobabs is critical. In the Kruger National Park, the only known nesting
sites of both the Böhm’s Spinetail and the Mottled Spinetail are in hollow
baobabs. Thus, without these trees, these birds would simply not occur
in the area. Mosque Swallows, Grey-headed Parrots and Barn Owls also
favour holes in these trees for breeding and any decline in the number
of baobabs have negative effects on the populations of these birds. The
critically endangered, White-headed Vultures favour baobabs for building
their nests as well.
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When elephants and baobabs meet
So, quite apart from their aesthetic appeal, both elephants
and baobabs play important but different keystone
ecological roles – the elephant in its capacity to accelerate
nutrient cycling and alter their environments, and the
baobab because of its importance to many species of
animals as a source of food and shelter. But elephants
also feed on baobabs, stripping the bark off and even
chipping away the pithy wood with their tusks. In extreme
cases, the trees may become so weakened that they
eventually topple and die.
Most tree species die when ring-barked, but baobabs
have a remarkable capacity to regenerate bark. They are
therefore resistant to utilisation by elephants up to a
point, but one of the major causes of mortality in baobabs
is drought, particularly once they have had excessive
amounts of bark removed by elephants, which probably
accelerates moisture loss. Anyone visiting the northern
parts of Kruger will not fail to notice that most baobabs
have suffered considerable bark removal. During aerial
censuses of the Kruger elephant population, I recorded
dead baobabs, and this has shown that between the years
2000 and 2007, more than 200 died due to the combined
effects of drought and elephant utilisation.
Knobthorns and more

Leading supplier of Zero VOC
Non Toxic paints in South Africa.

078 304 2034 | lizelle@paintsmiths.co.za
www.paintsmiths.co.za
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But baobabs are not the only plants which are vulnerable
to utilisation by elephants. The knobthorn is another
keystone species, as it is favoured by a wide number
of raptors and other birds for nesting. Wahlberg's and
Tawny Eagles, White-backed Vultures and some of the
small Goshawks also favour the mature knobthorns, while
Quelea Finches and Wattled Starlings are communal
breeders, favouring stands of the stunted forms of this
species. They breed in thousands (even millions) in these
stands and are a staple food of migrant steppe and Lesser
spotted Eagles.

CONSERVATION

has meant loss of species from systems with unlimited
elephant populations.
In South Africa, parks such as Pilanesberg and Madikwe
have suffered severely from the impacts of too many
elephants, and parts have been converted from dense
woodland to open grassland.
Managing elephant numbers
Given this background, the obvious basic question about
elephant management in any confined reserve is whether
or not their numbers should be limited by management.
If the relevant authority decides that the maintenance of
biodiversity is the objective, what management options
are available? In order to limit the population growth of
any species, there are only four possible options. These
are translocation, contraception, range management
(water manipulation) and culling; or a combination of
these. Others such as range expansion and hunting are
just variations of one or more of these options.
In western society, non-lethal means of population
limitation would clearly be preferable to the killing of
elephants, but there is a strong body of opinion in Africa
which supports the sustainable use of wild animals
(even elephants) to provide benefits to local people
and communities. Who is right? Westerners who live far
removed from the problems or local people who often
suffer terrible depredation from living close to elephants?
© Chloë Cooper

Luckily, the knobthorn is a very common species, but
few mature knobthorns in Kruger are free of some form
of elephant utilisation and many have been ring-barked,
resulting in the death of the tree and in some areas, total
eradication. Absence of mature knobthorns would have
severe consequences for many of these species. Marula
trees are often debarked or pushed over and even the
branches up to the thickness of a man's forearm are
eaten. Numbers of marulas have also declined over the
years. Other plant species at risk are fever trees, kiaat and
star chestnut. These are just a few of the species favoured
by elephants, but where elephant densities increase to
the point where food availability becomes limiting on the
elephant population, nearly all plant species are at some
degree of risk. In some parks elsewhere in Africa, this
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BIRD’S EYE

VIEW
Words and photos Elly Suverein

Elly Suverein.

O

n one Sunday afternoon, the sky turned
pitch-black over Ximuwu and a cloudburst
brought 60mm of rain in only 30 to 40
minutes. Most of our roads had some
damage, but one dam just south of our camp couldn't
handle all the additional water as it was already very
full. All the soil was washed away and the dam was
overflowing, but luckily the wall itself didn't break! There
was a lot of work to be done with the tractor to get our
roads back in shape.

© Patrick Suverein

All we needed to get a picture of just how much the season’s rainfall has transformed the Klaserie
Private Nature Reserve (KPNR) landscape was a bird’s eye view. Ximuwu’s Elly Suverein took to the
sky in her Cessna 206 and shot some photos of the reserve’s expansive green surface veined with
bulging rivers and laden with leafy trees. This is a true vision of the abundant summer we’ve had,
which has fed the soil, fuelled the grass, nourished the animals, and filled our souls. Thanks to Elly
for sharing her view from the top and giving us a few words about her experience in the cockpit.
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We haven't before seen the animals as happy and
healthy as we saw them this summer. Even the buffalo
found their way back to Ximuwu – a beautiful herd with
lots of youngsters. We often see herds of elephants
from the air, and recently we even saw a pack of wild
dogs on the tar road close to Enkulu gate. I’ve had a lot
of passengers lately as everyone wants to see the full
rivers, dams, and beautiful, green bush!
I fly about 100 hours a year, mostly in the early
mornings, two to three times a week if weather permits.
Often, just slowly over the reserve, taking one of our
staff members with me to help spot some big game.
On other occasions I take a volunteer ranger from the
KPNR to keep an eye out for anything unusual as we try

to keep our rhino and other wildlife safe. I am always
looking for an opportunity to do more volunteer flying
for conservation and have flown one mission as a pilot
for the Bateleurs. I am hoping to be able to relocate a
leopard or wild dogs sometime soon.
I started to learn to fly back in 2014 when our plans to
move to South Africa were becoming a reality and, from
the first lesson, I fell in love with that wonderful feeling
of freedom. I got my license in 2015 and bought my
Cessna 206 just three months later. I flew quite some
hours to get used to the plane, and in September 2017,
my ultimate dream to fly it all the way to South Africa
came true. A trip I will never forget.

“ I’ve had a lot of passengers
lately as everyone wants to
see the full rivers, dams, and
beautiful, green bush!”
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BURPEES
FOR CONSERVATION
“Bearded hero” and nature guide, Bruce Lawson tackles another physical challenge, this
time to raise R1 million for anti-poaching efforts
Words Chloë Cooper
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Bruce's well known athletic antics set the standard for
Tshembo Africa Foundation’s fundraising campaign,
which started on 15 March and runs until 30 May. The
global challenge saw participants from over 40 countries
sweat through a gruelling burpee challenge to raise funds
and awareness for The Greater Kruger Environmental
Protection Foundation (GKEPF). The proceeds from the
drive are being injected into upskilling and uplifting the
foundation’s anti-poaching teams.
When this issue went to print, Tshembo Africa Foundation
had raised over R580,000 through the challenge and
560,000 burpees had been logged by people in 41
different countries and Bruce had completed all 30,000
burpees in quarantine in Australia.
The link between the pandemic and poaching
The tourism industry in South Africa was hit hard by the
effects of the pandemic last year. About ten percent
– over six million people – of South Africa's working
population is employed in the tourism industry.
“Areas around the Kruger National Park in particular
were very negatively affected when accommodation
establishments had to close down due to the lockdown.
Towns such as Hoedspruit, for example, are almost solely
reliant on tourism,” said Sharon Haussmann, CEO of
GKEPF.
Daniela Mates, managing director of the Tshembo Africa
Foundation said over and above this humanitarian crisis,
there was a halt in funding coming into the country’s
protected areas and parks. No guests meant that no park
levies were paid to enable the parks and nature reserves

CONSERVATION

to keep up their constant battle against wildlife crime.
This led to a stark incline in poaching and important wild
species faced an even steeper uphill battle to survive.
GKEPF is a non-profit organisation that was established in
2016 to help combat the growing issue of crime against
wildlife in the 400,000-hectare expanse across South
Africa’s Greater Kruger area and into Mozambique. This
is the home of the world’s largest remaining population
of rhinos. In its work to reduce wildlife crime and protect
rhinos and other species in the protected area, GKEPF
provides field ranger support, aerial support, training,
and operational support in the area. They rely on
donations and external collaborations to keep upskilling
and equipping their teams with specific technology, like
camera traps and thermal binoculars, that are needed in
anti-poaching efforts.
This need for funding is higher than ever, due to the
perpetual knock-on effect of the global pandemic.
“We are really excited to raise R1 million and support and
motivate our field rangers who fight this war on a daily
basis,” said Haussmann.
A global affair
Bruce, who worked out 15 hours per day over those 10
days, livestreamed his experience from his hotel room
where he was in quarantine after his flight to Australia.
Once again, he managed to draw a wide audience of
participants and motivated thousands of people to
get moving in support of wildlife conservation in his
motherland.

K9 asset in anti-poaching  ׀GKEPF.

L

© Alex Shapiro

ast year, wilderness trails expert and co-founder
of the Tshembo Africa Foundation, Bruce Lawson,
helped raise R900,000 for food parcels to relieve
hunger in poverty-stricken communities during
lockdown. He did this by walking 1,000km in 20 days
and encouraging others to participate in their own
#Walking4Hope campaigns around the world.
This year, Bruce upped the ante and set out to achieve
an incredible physical feat – and set a world record – by
doing 30,000 #BurpeesForConservation in 10 days. His
goal? To raise R1 million for anti-poaching efforts in the
Greater Kruger Park.
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NEED TO KEEP
YOUR GUESTS
SAFE?

Timbavati anti-poaching unit. © Krystle Woodward

Field Rangers and K9 unit  ׀GKEPF.

“Along with reaching the fundraising goals, the campaign allowed
the many participants to focus on something positive, something
meaningful and impactful at a time when many things were
completely uncertain; it gave us a goal,” explained Bruce.

VOVANI HEALTH
YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER IN
ECO FRIENDLY DISINFECTION
AND HYGIENE CONTROL
Vovani Health can assist with the
following products and services:

But Bruce and his army of burpee soldiers were not the only
ones feeling motivated by the movement. Anton Mzimba, Head of
Ranger Services at GKEPF, explained how the campaign impacted
his team’s physical and mental wellbeing: “Knowing that the whole
world is behind us, supporting us and what we are doing feels like
we are being fuelled. We know that out there, around the world,
people care about what we are doing here.”

Airborne Surface Disinfection

Disinfection, Hygiene & Consumer Products
Water Hygiene and Legionella Protection

Rapid Diagnostics

When the campaign kicked off on 15 March, it gained momentum
quickly and just a few days in, Tshembo Africa Foundation reported
over R100,000 had come in as donations via their website. Social
media was abuzz with the hashtag #BurpeesForConservation as
people posted recordings of themselves performing the gruelling
exercise. A number of challengers participated as representatives
of their organisations and The Great Outdoors hosted a group
burpee session outside their shop in Hoedspruit where the
Timbavati Anti-Poaching Unit joined in.

Airborne Surface Disinfection

Rapid Diagnostics & PPE

Water Hygiene and
Legionella Protection

The team at Klaserie Drift Safari Camps and Tulela Lodge backed
Bruce from deep in the Klaserie, while a host of enthusiastic
conservationists from our local community also showed their
dedication to the cause. Pick n Pay, Southern Cross Schools,
African Born Safaris, Hoedspruit Café, Kings Camp, Brett Horley
Safaris, and Lowveld Trails all did their burpees for donations.
The campaign will run until 30 May, by which time Bruce and
Tshembo Africa Foundation hope to have logged one million
burpees and raised R1,000,000 for GKEPF.
Congratulations to the Bearded Hero, aka Bruce Burpee Lawson
on completing another incredible physical challenge and uniting
the world in a unique and impactful way. Good luck for your new
venture Down Under.
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Field Ranger and anti-poaching dog  ׀GKEPF.
For more information and donations, visit
burpeesforconservation.com.

Vovani Health is at the forefront of improving and providing hygiene
and disinfection services and products in South Africa and the rest of Sub-Saharan Africa

For I will restore HEALTH to you,
and your wounds I will HEAL,
declares the Lord. Jeremiah 30:17

HEALTH

For more information call +27 (0) 10 140 3773 or visit:

www.vovanihealth.co.za
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JV’S JOURNEY

back to his
roots
Words Sharon Gilbert-Rivet

For Jabulani Victor Silinda,
affectionately known as
JV, playing soccer as a
young man changed the
course of his life. Born
and raised in the small
community of Dumfries
near Bushbuckridge, the
48-year-old father of five
owes a lot to the soccer
games he played out at
Londolozi Private Game
Reserve and a twist of fate
while attending church.

GUIDING
© Amandine de Cumont

"It was the break I needed and after a year I began to
train to become a tracker with my eyes firmly on the
dream of becoming a guide," adds JV. He completed the
in-house training at Londolozi and gathered additional
experience at an associated reserve nearby before
moving to a brand-new private Kruger National Park
concession, Jock of the Bushveld, when it opened in 2001.
"It was at Jock of the Bushveld that I did my formal
training through the Field Guides Association of Southern
Africa, passing both my Level 1 and Level 2 exams, after
which I was quickly promoted to head ranger," he says
proudly. The lodge was part of a collection of safari
lodges known as the Mantis Collection and for the next
11 years, JV moved between Jock of the Bushveld and
its "sister" reserve, Shamwari, in South Africa's Eastern
Cape, spreading his guiding wings and expanding his
knowledge of the African bush.

© Amandine de Cumont

Coming home
His heart, however, remained firmly rooted in the
Lowveld and the vast expanses of the Greater Kruger.
So, in 2013 he jumped at the opportunity to return to
his home, working as a relief guide for various lodges in
the area, Baobab Ridge included, before being offered a
permanent position at Baobab Ridge in 2018.
"It's a small place but I am very happy here," says JV.
"I've done my growing in the big corporate lodges but
now I am very comfortable and feel part of the Baobab
Ridge family. I love working directly with the lodge and
business owners and having input in the decision-making
processes," he says. "It's a privilege to be part of such a
lovely team here."
His life has come full circle, but he is hugely thankful for
the experiences he has had on his career path. "I have
been given amazing opportunities and have travelled
widely as a result," he says. "But working here is like
coming home. Now I am settled. I know what I want and
am happy where I am."

A big break
"I was kicking my heels for
a while when I finished high
school, doing odd jobs and not
really having any direction,"
recalls JV. "I played in a local
soccer league and when at
church one Sunday, a friend
asked me what I was going to do
with regards to a career. He had
a brother working at Londolozi
who I knew from playing
soccer there, so between them
they asked if there were any
vacancies there for me. The
security manager got to hear
about this and asked to see me.
In 1996 I joined Londolozi as a
security guard," he says.
032 Autumn 2021
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Exceeding expectations
Working in different regions of South Africa has given JV a
lot of experience, and now he is sharing the best of what
he has learned along the way with the Baobab Ridge
team. He says he loves sharing his broad knowledge of
the African wilderness and its wild fauna and flora with
his guests. "I love to get to know my guests and what
they are looking for from their safari experience and
giving them experiences that allow them to understand
the African bush and its ecosystems as well as the
iconic wildlife species they expect to see on a Big Five
safari," says JV. "It's about reading your guests and
understanding them, then you can give them amazing

© Brandon Gouveris

“ It's not just about meeting
expectations but exceeding them.”
experiences," he says. "It's not just about meeting
expectations but exceeding them."
This year has been hard for everyone in the safari
industry, but JV is full of hope and optimism for the
future. "I've been able to take stock and think about
what it means to be a safari guide this year," he says.
"To me it's about immersing our guests into the African
wilderness and introducing them to every aspect of
it, so that they leave understanding how this amazing
environment works, how things are connected, from
rocks and grasses to the stars above us. It's about
balance," he nods his head, wisely.
JV would love to become a guide trainer and have his own
bush training academy one day, sharing his knowledge
and experience with a whole new generation of safari
guides. "It's about changing mindsets," he says. "And
leaving a legacy that helps us protect these wild places
while also including people as part of the conservation
solution. We are part of this ecosystem and need to
reconnect with it."
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A GOOD-LOOKING

ARACHNID

T

Golden Orb-Weaver
Words Peter Lawson

his large and attractive spider belongs in the
family Nephilidae. There are three species
that occur in southern Africa and about 2,500
worldwide. The one that can be seen in the
Klaserie Private Nature Reserve (KPNR) and surrounding
bushveld areas belongs to the genus Nephila. Only
the female is large and males are very small and
inconspicuous, with a grey body mass one thousandth
that of the female. The females are good-looking with
banded legs. In size, they are about 35mm in body length
and the leg span is 80mm.
Many people think that all spiders are dangerous but
that is not true. Nephila has poison that is toxic to its
insect prey but harmless to humans. It is not likely to bite
humans in any event.

The common name, Golden Orb-Weaver is derived from
their spun web which is golden in colour and very large
(up to a metre in diameter). Normally, these attractive
webs are spun in late summer and can be seen in January
in the reserve. The webs are very strong and on occasion
small birds are ensnared.
The web is an engineering feat and is strung between
branches in areas where insects are abundant. These
spiders have poor vision and they locate insect prey by
feeling the vibration and tension of the threads in their
web. They then quickly turn their prey with the front two
pairs of legs while the fourth pair of legs pulls out silk and
wraps the victim – a good reason for having eight legs and
nice to watch the activity. The prey is then bitten before
being carried to either the centre of the web or to the

© Derek Solomon

© Derek Solomon

034 Autumn 2021

Autumn 2021 035

KLASERIE CHRONICLE | ISSUE 53

Own Your Own Lodge.

R 2 400 000 Modern Oasis.

ARACHNIDS

R 9 800 000

© Derek Solomon

RAPTOR’S LODGE

KAMPERSRUS

This unique Development offers Investors the opportunity of buying their own,
Architecturally-designed, two-bedroom, two-bathroom, fully furnished thatched
Lodge, part of a cluster of 20 lodges.

There are Three Houses on this magnificent property. Massive stand 1.7 HA.
Unbelievable views.
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Ready To Move In.
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POA
© Derek Solomon
spider’s retreat in a corner, where it is eaten.
Any part of the insect prey that is inedible is
dropped to the ground so as not to clutter
the web with debris.

RAPTOR’S VIEW WILDLIFE ESTATE

LEADWOOD

Fully furnished, this home is ideal for either a lock up and go holiday home, or a
ready to move in family home. There are three spacious bedrooms with the main
en-suite boasting a large outside shower.

An exceptional design with excellent finishes, state of the art security, accent walls,
and a multitude of fine features and fittings, this home in Leadwood Big Game
Estate, ticks all the boxes.

Annie van den Berg: 082 643 3776
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Paul Buys: 082 552 6568
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Sold with all the quality furniture, Ideal for short term rentals and Air B&B.
Two spacious bedrooms and two spacious bathrooms with lots of extras.
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R 2 700 000

Webs are built at night. First, a bridge is
made between two branches. This is done
by the spider sitting on the one branch with
its abdomen in the air and letting the wind
pull out a silk thread. If the thread touches
a second suitable branch, a bridge is made,
but if not, the thread may be pulled back
and eaten. Once a bridge is established, it
is reinforced by the spider walking back and
forth, laying down more silk. Then the spider
drops on a thread from the middle of the
bridge, with a strand of the bridge which
it secures to a lower branch. This forms a
triangle, which is the hub of the final web.
This is just the start and an amazing amount
of work is done before the web is finally
complete, all in a single night. Some spiders
build a new nest each evening which is hard
to believe if you watch the activity and see
the amount of work that goes into it.
On occasions small males may be present
in the web and they are minute in size
compared to the female. It is often thought
that the female kills the male after mating but
that theory is false. It does not happen at all

© Leon Marais
and very often the tiny males will move from web to web and mate
with a number of different females. The little chap has one thing only
on his mind and makes certain he gets the job done. He has a short
but busy life and probably dies of exhaustion or starvation, but not
from a nasty female killing her husband.
In autumn, egg sacs are produced containing hundreds of eggs.
Sadly, the female then dies. The eggs hatch during the following
spring. Such a large number of eggs are laid, as predation at this
stage is huge both on the eggs and the hatched spiderlings. There is
no difference in appearance of the spiderlings at this stage and boys
and girls look alike. However, females change colour and grow rapidly
and by late summer they are ready to start the nest-building cycle
once more.
For reasons unknown, Golden Orb-Weavers were virtually absent
from this area over the last couple of years, but have returned again
this summer. So, look out for both spiders and their webs. They
are truly beautiful. Golden Orb Web Spiders are special so do take
note of them in the KPNR as small creatures such as these can be
fascinating to observe.
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“ They breed in
grassy areas that
are temporarily
flooded due to
excessive rain and
start nesting soon
after their arrival,
within days of the
flooding.”

A MYSTERY

MIGRANT
T

Words Peter Lawson | Photos Jacques de Villiers

he recent excessive rainfall from Cyclone Eloise
resulted in a sudden abundance of Lesser
Moorhens Paragallinula angulata in flooded
grasslands and temporary pans in the Kruger
National Park and adjoining reserves such as the Klaserie
Private Nature Reserve (KPNR). There were numerous
reports from various areas. This is an erratic migratory
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bird from further north in Africa – as far as the southern
Sahara – so how did they know that conditions were ideal
for them down south? Also, how did they pinpoint the
exact spots that were perfect for breeding soon after
their arrival? This is one of the marvellous mysteries of the
natural world. There is so much that we still do not know
about nature and we never stop learning.

Lesser Moorhens are much smaller
than resident Common Moorhens
Gallinula chloropus but otherwise they
are fairly similar in appearance. The
main difference is that the bill is yellow,
with only a small bit of a red ridge on
the upper side. The leg colour is also
different and is grey and not yellow like
the Common Moorhens. Females are
paler than males and are light brown
on their backs. Juveniles are similar in
colour to females, with pale greenish/
yellow legs. They are relatively shy birds
that remain hidden in long marsh grass,
but are very vocal and can be easily
located when you hear them. The call is
loud and distinctive and I love the way
that Warwick Tarboton describes it in
his Guide to Birds of the Kruger National
Park. He says it is “reminiscent of a
spluttering engine that would not start”.

They breed in grassy areas that are temporarily flooded due to excessive
rain and start nesting soon after their arrival, within days of the flooding.
The nest is small and bowl-shaped and is built over water between grass
tufts. The first eggs are laid before completion of the nest and the male
adds to it while his wife incubates the eggs. The nest is well hidden and
grass is pulled over the top to form a canopy. She lays about five eggs at
one-day intervals. The pair is monogamous and he is a good husband,
looking after his wife and the chicks when they hatch after about 20 days.
He also takes his turn to sit on the eggs and give his wife a break. The
young leave the nest within a day of the eggs hatching and stay with their
parents for about a month, being fed and cared for by both mom and
dad.
Departure to the north normally takes place in April, so hopefully some
readers did see Lesser Moorhens this summer. They certainly were
prolific after Cyclone Eloise but not that easy to see as they prefer to
remain well hidden when they frequent their temporary marshy home. It
certainly is a good species to add to your KPNR bird list.
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A RETREAT DESIGNED IN THE IMAGE OF

Mother Nature
Words Chloë Cooper

Immerse yourself in a safari sanctuary that celebrates nature through art. It begins with bringing the
outdoors in; tracing textures, capturing light, and framing the colours of the Klaserie.

“The spirit of Simbavati
Camp George is wellness
and relaxation, nurtured by
fresh air in the soul of South
Africa.”

S

imbavati Camp George is an artist’s expression of our shared love
for the bush – every space is inspired by nature and embodies
its essence. The lodge is a luxurious recreation of Earth’s moods
and seasons, woven with comfort and infused with the details
that make it unique. It is bold and beautiful in its design and it welcomes
guests with the authenticity and warmth of a campfire.
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In each of Camp George’s eight luxury suites, a painted
canvas headboard takes centre stage, dramatically
drawing the eye to art and confirming that you are indeed
in a wild paradise. Every room is different, creatively
tailor-making the dreams for each occupant. From the
yellow nectar colour of a Sjambok pod in bloom, to the
rose-tinted shades of a Carmine Bee-eater, or the mossy
green wash inspired by the fever trees outside; each
painting determines the palette for the space. Playful
depictions of Hornbills and monkeys bring movement,
while the portraits of leopard and rhino bring power and
presence. These jungle walls are an ode to Africa!
The open-plan bedrooms have high, thatched ceilings
and riverbed views. Private viewing decks are dappled
with patterns of sunlight which streams through the
latticed woodwork overhead. Indulge in the simple safari
pleasure of an outdoor shower under sun or stars, or
soak in a stone bathtub filled with botanical bubble bath
and let the mind wander wild. Raw timber carpentry,
artisanal baskets, glass vases and signature ceramics
catch the eye and complete the individual design of each
bedroom sanctuary.
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Outside, the grassy garden is generously
shaded by mature indigenous trees,
and decorated with pink impala lilies,
proud cycads and the russet seedpods of
bushwillows in fruit. The swimming pool
shimmers coolly, reflecting the sky and
inviting you to take the plunge in the heat
of a summer’s day. There’s a waterhole
beckoning passing wildlife to stop and
sate their thirst, all within view of a
welcoming African boma, which connects
guests through the universal language of
a dancing fire.
Indoors, there’s warmth and
sophistication in the exposed lighting
and glass cabinetry, which conduct
performances of light and invite joyful
mealtimes shared under thatch. In the
interactive kitchen, the chef delivers
classics recreated, deconstructed, and
deliciously executed for dining that won’t
be forgotten. Surrounded by the eternally
unpredictable wilderness of the Greater
Kruger Park, there is the opportunity
to dine to the sound of wailing hyenas,
whistling owlets, or the symphony of frogs
in summer.

EXCELLENT GAME VIEWING

The spirit of Simbavati Camp George is
wellness and relaxation, nurtured by fresh
air in the soul of South Africa. Find peace
in the safari spa, lean in to the adrenalin
of an on-foot encounter, toast the
sunset, and rest – cocooned in a haven of
tranquillity. This is a retreat designed in
the image of Mother Nature, to settle you,
soothe you, and sweep you off your feet.
POOL WITH A VIEW

Find out more at simbavati.com or
email info@simbavati.com.

ULTIMATE SAFARI RETREAT
NOW UP TO 70% LESS

The reduced number of international travellers presents a fantastic
opportunity for you to enjoy world-class luxury safari accommodation, at a
fraction of the normal international rates. Choose from pavilion-style luxury
tents, pool suites, and family chalets at the Simbavati safari properties: River
Lodge, Hilltop Lodge, Trails Camp, Amani, Camp George & Homestead, and
enjoy relaxation, adventure activities, and fantastic game viewing.

LUXURY SUITES

Trails Camp
River Lodge & Camp George
Hilltop Lodge
Amani Private Villa
Homestead Private Villa

We love to treat you. Save on your next safari getaway with our EVER-ON special offers:
HONEYMOON | PAY 3 & STAY 4 | COMBO SPECIAL OFFER
Call | 087 151 4520
e-mail | info@simbavati.com
Visit | www.simbavati.com
Subject to availability at time of booking based on rooms allocated for the promotion | Offer applies exclusively to SADC residents
These specials are not applicable to group bookings, existing reservations, or in conjunction with other offers.
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July - Sept

May - June

R1,600
R2,900
R3,500
R20,300
R16,000

from
from
from
from
from

R1,600
R2,900
R4,500
R20,300
R16,000

Prices are quoted p/person sharing p/night
and on sole use for the Private Villas
Includes all meals & activities
*Homestead is quoted on a self-catering basis
& includes 2 game activities for 10 guests
Valid till 30 Sept 2021
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What better place could there be to find and photograph animals and plants than in the beautiful
bush of the Lowveld? But wait! There’s more! You can make your photos count for conservation by
contributing to science and our knowledge base on species distributions.

D

o you love all things nature? Do you love photography? Do you
love exploring new places? Then you are a key candidate to
become a BioMAPper (and a generally awesome person). So,
how do you go about becoming a BioMAPper?

All you have to do is visit the Virtual Museum (VM). The what? When
people hear the word “museum” they might think of a building filled with
dusty display cases and stuffed animals. But, the VM is not gathering
dust. Our “specimens” – photographic records of Africa’s biodiversity –
are being used to make a difference to nature conservation in Africa.
The VM provides the platform for citizen scientists (members of the
public), aka BioMAPpers, to contribute to biodiversity mapping projects.
The bottom line is, we cannot conserve Africa’s wonderful biodiversity
effectively if we don’t know where species occur. Even in areas like the
Lowveld, which we tend to think of as well mapped or conserved, there
are gaps in our knowledge and critical areas of biodiversity in need of
protection.

SNAP IT AND

MAP IT
Words and photos Dr Megan Loftie-Eaton
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Up-to-date distribution maps are key for species conservation. The
realm of biodiversity conservation is no longer only the responsibility of
professional scientists or game rangers; everybody has a part to play
in conservation. It is up to all of us to make a difference, the future of
Africa’s wildlife and natural ecosystems are in our hands. So, what can
you do to help? You can snap it and map it.
I encourage everyone to submit photographs of the awesome critters
you find to the various projects in the VM (such as MammalMAP, the atlas
of African mammals), along with the location information and the date.
You can try and identify the critter that you photographed, but this is not
essential, because the species identifications are confirmed by a panel of
experts for each project.
Within each VM project there are distribution maps and species lists
freely available, and these also serve as conservation and education
tools. These maps and species lists include VM records as well as other

distributional records contained within
the VM’s databases (historical records,
museum collections, bulk data uploads,
records from private collections, and
expert confirmed sightings records). The
data from the VM has been used in the
Red Listing and Atlases of mammals,
butterflies, reptiles, and frogs of southern
Africa. This is data that is making a
difference.
VM records help expand the distribution
databases and information for these
various taxa (mammals, reptiles,
butterflies/moths, dragonflies,
mushrooms, lacewings, spiders, scorpions
etc.). They not only confirm the presence
of a species at a particular point in
time, but also provide new distribution
records for species and sometimes lead
to extensions of the known range of a
species. By uploading your photos to
the VM you can make a difference for
biodiversity conservation. Instead of
having your photos sit on your computer
gathering digital dust, they can form part
of a valuable database of biodiversity.
Let’s take responsibility for biodiversity
conservation, let’s snap it and map it!
If you have any questions about how to
submit your photos to the VM please don’t
hesitate to contact us. Happy mapping!

Contact Megan Loftie-Eaton on
megan@thebdi.org for more
information on becoming a citizen
scientist and visit vmus.adu.org.za to
upload your citizen science photos to
the VM.
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When a friend

PASSES
Words Dr Michelle Henley

On 1 February this year, Elephants Alive reported the death of one of their collared bull elephants.
Dr Michelle Henley wrote a tribute to the 45-year-old giant who was one of the most admired
animals tracked over the course of 17 years, which saw him travel throughout the Associated
Private Nature Reserves (APNR). Rest in Peace, Matambu.

J

oubert de Lange named Matambu when he first
sponsored his recollaring operation in July 2008. He chose
to name him in honour of his uncle (Oom Lucas), who
first bought ground in the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve
in
the 1950s. His uncle was tall and skinny, which earned
him the nickname Nthambo, meaning ‘bones’. Joubert’s Oom
Lucas inspired two of his brothers to study conservation and his
daughter who now has ownership of the farm, also named her
lodge in honour of Matambu.

Matambu tusk with flower wreath.
© Michelle Henley

Both his name and the elephant’s wanderings have deep roots
in the APNR. Matambu will always be remembered for his
gentle nature as his sight impediment somehow made him less
cautious of humans and more cautious of his own kind. We
soon realised why, when in May 2019 he developed a severe
case of septicaemia when another bull probably tusked him
from behind. It took many agonising months for him to heal
from this injury.
Matambu represented a very valuable study animal as he was
collared for the first time in 2005. We soon realised that he was
fast becoming progressively blind. There is only one other blind
wild elephant that was collared in Kenya. From his movements
it became clear that his home range was becoming smaller and
smaller as his eyesight deteriorated over time. His musth cycle
movements were also less explorative compared to other bulls
of his age group. He certainly died too young – we estimate he
was only around 45 years old. As no vegetation was disturbed
where his carcass lay, we presume he died from a heart attack,
close to Motswari camp in the Umbabat Private Nature Reserve.
A tribute to Matambu
The circle of woven green grass dotted with flowers hangs
gently from your textured ivory. We placed it there because we
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felt a need to leave something beautiful in your memory.
Our 17-year journey can only be described as a journey
of friendship. Once I captured your ear pattern, you were
on our records like 2,000 other elephants but somehow
you were more than a record, more than a name, even
more than an elephant.

Matambu on the day of his death.

© Grant Anderson

“He certainly died too young –
we estimate he was only around
45 years old.”

You had graciously allowed us to collar you over the
years, to follow you, to help you where we can. When we
noticed your world had become smaller as your eyesight
failed, you allowed our hearts to become larger in the
process. We examined your eyes but were told its best
we don’t try to help as aftercare for a wild elephant would
not be possible. On another occasion, you showed us
how you could crawl back to life after a terrible injury
when, this time round, our three treatments could make
a difference. You chose to walk over to share the shade
with us and would contact rumble for us to follow as you
left.
You became the favourite of the community
grandmothers, no matter the other elephants we showed
them on the day. Many a student or visitor whispered
your name when asked which of the elephants left the
greatest impression upon them. You were the mentor to

Matambu’s range according to his
collaring history. Produced by
Kayla Geenen.

numerous young elephant bulls who would place their
trunks in your mouth as a greeting filled with respect. You
were the elephant that we would introduce people to if
they were scared of elephants because you never failed
to represent six tons of tangible peace.
You are no more, Matambu. At 45, you chose to leave us
too soon. Our hearts are heavy and our words are few.
They say that sorrow is mute. What words does one
have when a giant goes to sleep? Your greatness of spirit
will always be our standing ovation and your gentleness,
despite your power, our compass.
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female before she resigns herself to the task of 40 days of incubation,
remaining in the nest for most of that time. Once the female lays, the
group continues to bring parcels specifically gifted to the female, with
food items enveloped in the fresh lining.
On 9 December last year, we were thrilled to find an incubating female
with two eggs in this new nest. We installed one of our camera traps
and left the female to it. We returned on 12 January when the first egg
should have hatched. Unfortunately, the nest was empty and the eggs
were found smashed on the ground. Our camera trap revealed what
had unfolded. A neighbouring group, Pitlochry group, had invaded the
nest, chasing the incubating female away. We presume that in all this
commotion the eggs were discarded from the nest, probably by the
invading group.

Intruding female at Klaserie nest.

Conflicts and

successes
IN NEW NESTS

Pitlochry group was one of the groups who lost their nestling to a
leopard last season, and it is often found that groups who have their
chick predated will not use the same nest the following season. No
further attempts of breeding were made from either group due to
it being late in the season. These incredible insights that we get into
the Ground Hornbill world, such as conflicts between groups, help us
understand their complex social structures and cooperative and often
competitive breeding strategies.
Solo success

Nestling from York nest, 1 day old.

Words and photos Carrie Hickman

This season has been one of firsts. Another new nest installed in 2019
on York Reserve in Balule saw a successful breeding attempt this season.
Two birds alone, one male and one female, managed to rear a healthy
chick – a great feat and an incredibly rare one at that. The chick grew
incredibly well, from a mere 84 grams at one day old to 2.9 kg at 75
days old. The mammoth growth rate of these birds is staggering. As
cooperative breeders, in this area, successful breeding attempts usually
occur from groups consisting of three to six birds, so we were surprised
and excited by this pair’s success in providing ample food for the
growing chick. Perhaps a sign of food in abundance thanks to the great
summer rainfall. This may be the reason that these seemingly obligate
cooperative breeders attempted to breed without any assistance.
To sum up the 2020/2021 season, there was a total of 13 groups that
attempted to breed in the Associated Private Nature Reserves, with
seven successfully raising a chick.

Ntoma Group
In the north-eastern corner of the Klaserie Private Nature
Reserve, there is a group of Ground Hornbills that has
maintained an elusive status, evading much of the
project’s research, as they float in and out of the Kruger
National Park across the Olifants River. Named Ntoma
group, little is known about the group’s breeding success
and it was presumed that they had a natural nest in
Kruger.
Their old nest, installed on Ntoma in the early days of the
project and monitored since 2002, had deteriorated over
the years and was no longer usable. The birds never took
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to this nest, but with an increasing number of sightings
of the birds on the Klaserie side of the Olifants River, we
thought we would try and provide them with a new nest
in a new location to see if they would take to it.
The new nest was provided by The Mabula Ground
Hornbill Project and was installed in 2019 on the Klaserie
River. We were excited to find the birds began lining the
nest in 2020 at the beginning of the breeding season.
During the project’s routine nest checks, we monitor the
contents inside each nest as this gives us an indication
of the possibility of imminent breeding. The group
members will bring parcels full of leaves and grass to the
nest, slowly filling the nest with comfortable lining for the

Pair of birds with chick in the nest.

The project, as always, encourages people to send in their sightings
of the birds to help with research and to contribute towards the
nationwide monitoring of the birds. Sightings can be sent via
WhatsApp to Carrie on 072 345 6584 or email nghututu@gmail.com.
Please note the time, date, location, number of birds and any other
relevant info. Videos and photographs are encouraged and are a
huge bonus.
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Words Vusi Tshabalala  ׀Photos Warren Ngobeni, Wild
Shots Outreach
I grew up loving horses, the most beautiful
animals ever. But I’d never known a horse, and
all the pictures and films I’d ever seen only
showed white people with horses, never anyone
like me. It has always been my dream to have
horses and for kids from the local communities
to be able to spend time with horses.

I

grew up in a rural community in Tzaneen,
Limpopo. My grandfather had donkeys, cows,
chickens, and goats in his backyard, and I used
to love spending time with them – I felt at
peace. My mum caught me sneaking puppies into
my bed. I was known as the crazy boy who loved
animals by my community.
Three years ago, I was fortunate enough to
go to a conference in Kenya for my work. I am
the manager of the environmental monitors
programme for the Kruger to Canyons Biosphere
Reserve, based outside Hoedspruit in Limpopo.
Next to my conference hotel in Nairobi was racing
stables and this was the first time I ever saw black
people riding! I used to get up especially early and
go jogging, just so I could watch these black guys
on horses.

I returned home to South Africa determined to
make my dream happen and build stables. As
a conservationist specialising in education for
sustainable development, I have always struggled
to find ways in which our learners can interact
with wildlife – only a lucky few get the opportunity
to go on a trip to Kruger National Park. But now
my dream and passion could be combined – I
would open stables where young black kids can
beAutumn
with horses,
2021 learn to ride and develop a special
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bond, even with a big scary animal like a
horse, which might bite, buck or kick.

mares, Queen and Nyeleti (Star), both unbroken, with their
yearlings, Prince and N’weti (Moon).

It is so important that young people
have access to animals, that they learn
to care for them and get to know their
different personalities. How will we save
Africa’s wildlife, if young people have no
connection or empathy with animals?

As the stables were not yet built, I kept them in my yard
for the first few weeks, much to the amusement of my
neighbours. The horses were much wilder than I’d realised
and it took me five weeks to tame them. Every day before
and after work I’d spend time with them, talking to them.
Then I learnt the magic password: pony nuts! As soon
as I started rattling pony nuts in a bucket, they came to
me, and gradually they let me put a halter on and groom
them.

I started my journey by visiting four
different stables in Hoedspruit to learn
more about keeping horses. I kept being
told that horses are too expensive,
that they get sick, that people in our
community will steal them or even eat
them. The more I was discouraged, the
more determined I became.
So, I saved up and managed to buy
a hectare of land on the edge of
my community. With the help of my
community leaders I managed to secure
4 hectares in total. I had very little money
to buy any horses – they are so expensive.
I was then told about some semi-wild
horses that might be cheaper to buy. So,
I borrowed a trailer and bought two

They became famous in my community as no one had
ever seen horses before. I walked them on a lead rope
and the traffic stopped in amazement. When they
accidentally got out of my yard everyone ran after them to
make sure they got back home safely.
I have been fortunate to win some development
support in India through the Active Change Drivers
Entrepreneurship programme, which identifies young
leaders in South Africa, when I pitched my proposal titled:
“Idling minds of young people”. So, now I can continue
building my dream. The stables will become part of my
bigger vision, the Octopus Entertainment Centre. I plan
to build swimming pools, a computer centre, an obstacle
course and a centre for music and art. An octopus has
one head and many arms and so this centre will have a
central hub, with many activities.
The stables are the start. I have been overwhelmed and
amazed at the children’s excitement at coming here. Every
day after school, hordes of children rush here. They just
want to spend time with the horses, stroking and brushing
them and taking it in turns to lead them round the ring.
They really love the horses with all their hearts.
In fact, I’ve had to establish operating hours, otherwise the
children are here all day. I want to create somewhere safe
and welcoming for them outside of school, where they
can spend time with the horses and other animals.
I still need to raise funds for proper tack and for farrier
and veterinary costs. This is just the start of my vision –
watch this space!
I would like to thank K2C for supporting me with three
environmental monitor staff and the following stables for
training in horse care: African Horse Dream Safari, The
Equine House, Rhino Revolution, Equi-Africa Adventures,
Pfunanane Academy and Protrack anti-poaching.
For more information, or if you’d like to get involved or
can help support the equestrian costs, please contact Vusi
Tshabalala on 073 845 3526 or job.tshabalala@gmail.com.
You can follow the Octopus Horse Riding Center on
Autumn
2021Center.
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Facebook by searching for Octopus Horse
Riding
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Kwetsi flies

high
Words Catharina Robbertze| Photos Sabrina Chielens

K

wetsimani Mathebula is a shining example of
what Eco Children aims to achieve and keeps
impressing everyone with her will to succeed and
give back to her community.

Kwetsi has been a part of the Eco Children family since
she was 13 years old in grade 8 and started volunteering
at holiday workshops. Her sparkling personality and
potential were apparent from the outset and it wasn’t
long before she secured a bursary through Eco Children
to enrol at Southern Cross Schools. Eight years later and
she has just completed her BCom Law degree cum laude
and is now pursuing her LLB degree.
“It has been a joy to see Kwetsi grow over the past seven
years. What has been most inspiring in her journey is
her gratitude for the opportunities she receives and her
drive to give back when and wherever she can,” said Eco
Children CEO, Corné Havenga.
We asked Kwetsi to tell us about her motivation and her
passion for giving back to her community. This is what
she wrote:

“The key to realising a dream is to
focus not on success but significance,
then even the small steps and little
victories along your path will take
on greater meaning.”
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Oprah Winfrey said: “The key to realising a
dream is to focus not on success but significance,
then even the small steps and little victories along
your path will take on greater meaning.”
This was definitely a quote that I lived by
throughout my university experience. The main
goal was of course to obtain my BCom Law
degree with the highest marks I could possibly
get, however it was also important for me to
set smaller goals on the road to achieving this
ultimate goal.
Although I am not able to assist others financially
yet, I knew I had tools that I could use to give
back: my time and my network. I wanted to
give back because I was given the privilege to
study. Giving back to those back home has always
been in my heart, and the past four years I ran
sanitary towel drives to donate to girls in nearby
township schools and joined a society that gave
extra lessons to primary school children. I also
helped push the Santa Shoebox initiative among
my fellow students and we donated 60 boxes. I’ve
found that people are willing to give, they just
need to be presented with a platform to give.
However, obtaining my degree with the marks
I did has been a highlight for me as I am able to
motivate other young girls and show them that
through hard work and determination, dreams
can be turned into a reality. It is one thing
reading about successful women in magazines or
watching them on TV, but it is different when
someone close to home is reaching for the stars. I
believe the change we need to see in our country
starts with us and that is something I wanted to
show my fellow students – we are the future.
I don’t want to just talk to motivate the girls and
boys from my community. I want my actions to
be the motivation. Thanks to your helping hands
in financing my university journey I am able to
do just that. I will forever be grateful for your
help and keep working hard to help improve my
community.
With love,
Kwetsi
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Words Catharina Robbertze| Photos Sabrina Chielens

Giving is easy on
T
Givengain
he internet has changed life as we know it. We
can do almost everything online, from banking
to watching TV, hanging out with friends and
shopping. But, did you know, you can also use the
internet to raise money for worthy causes?
GivenGain is an international non-profit foundation that
enables non-profits around the world to easily raise
funds through their supporters and Eco Children has
been using the platform for several years. This year,
thanks to the efforts of individual fundraisers, there has
been significant activity on the platform with more than
R100,000 being raised since March.
Corné Havenga, CEO of Eco Children, explains: “A couple
of Eco Children supporters wanted to celebrate their
birthday by donating to Eco Children, instead of receiving
gifts from their friends. We have received over R30,000 of
‘birthday gifts’ from all over the world thanks to just two
people and are calling on more people to consider doing
this in 2021.”
She continues: “I think the pandemic has reminded many
of us that we are extremely privileged and that there are
millions of people who desperately need help. Something
like GivenGain provides the platform to help others
by simply clicking a button. That is essential in today’s
internet age.”

If you would like to raise money for Eco Children,
whether it is to celebrate your birthday, in preparation
of running a marathon, or simply to support the
organisation, you can do so by visiting their page on
GivenGain at givengain.com/c/ecochildren and setting up
your own personal campaign. You can also contact Eco
Children to help you do this at corne@ecochildren.co.za.
Payments are made by credit card and are completely
safe.
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thriving
Words Catharina Robbertze| Photos Sabrina Chielens

A

fter almost a year of relative quiet in Eco Children’s
Eco Villages, the sounds of cooperation, hard work
and fun are back and everyone is having a fantastic
time.

When the Covid-19 pandemic hit early in 2020 and schools
across the country were closed, the Eco Villages weren’t
spared and it was up to Eco Children staff and a few
volunteers to maintain the gardens. Countless bags of
vegetables were harvested during the year and formed part
of the thousands of food parcels that were distributed to
vulnerable families in the community.
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This year, with learners back at school and able to take
responsibility for their gardens, the harvests are looking
healthier than ever thanks to the hard work of everyone
involved. Earlier in the year, approximately 40,000
seedlings were planted and the first harvest has just been
completed. Hundreds of kilograms of spinach, beetroot,
carrots, onions and other healthy vegetables went to
local schools’ feeding schemes to supplement learners’
lunches.
Corné Havenga, CEO of Eco Children, says they are
thankful for all the hard work that was put in during
lockdown, to keep the gardens healthy, but even happier
that learners can be back at school and taking ownership
of their gardens again. “I cannot thank everyone who
worked tirelessly during lockdown to keep our gardens
operating enough. We would not have healthy harvests
like this if we didn’t look after our gardens last year.
However, we are thrilled to have learners back at
school, not only in the Eco Gardens, but also in the Eco
Classrooms where they can learn about conservation
and other important topics. I would also like to thank

The Legacy Experience Foundation for their continued
support of our Eco Villages, especially when we weren’t
able to continue with business as usual last year,” she
said.
At the time of writing, in April this year, learners at
schools adopted by Eco Children were receiving regular
conservation lessons in Eco Classrooms, and planting and
harvesting vegetables in their Eco Gardens. “This can, of
course, change if another lockdown is imposed, but we
are confident that our Eco Villages can keep supplying our
schools and communities with fresh produce, even when
there are no children at school,” Havenga concluded.

THE LEGACY EXPERIENCE
Foundation
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the books start their journey from the USA to Hoedspruit, to the shelves
of one of Eco Children’s libraries.
Unfortunately, Shanna and her husband are still separated as her job
offers and interviews in the tourism sector in Hoedspruit have been
revoked. She has now found a job in Pennsylvania while her husband
is waiting for his green card to join her there. “I do hope that once
travel becomes easier we will be able to go back and forth between
Pennsylvania and Hoedspruit,” she says.

lemons…

© Sabrina Chielens

When life gives you

Words Catharina Robbertze

T

hey say when life gives you lemons, make
lemonade and that’s precisely what Shanna
Sussens did last year. Except, life gave her
lockdown, and she collected books.

Shanna used to live in Balule, close to Hoedspruit and
travelled to Pennsylvania in the USA early in 2020 to visit
her family. Flight restrictions kicked in on the day that she
was supposed to depart to South Africa (a week after her
husband, Matthew Sussens had returned), and she has
been there ever since.
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What to do when you’re stuck on the other side of the
world, and unable to work? Do good, of course! When
Shanna heard from her friend, Sabrina Chielens that Eco
Children were building another library and needed books,
she knew that was what she needed to do.
“I previously worked at a non-profit in Sabi Sands assisting
underprivileged communities, and understand the need
and the wonderful positive effect that these books can
have. I've been an avid reader since I was a child, so this
was a great project for me to fill my time while out of work
and locked down,” she explains.

Fast forward a year and Shanna has
collected 6,550 books! She says: “Our
biggest donor was the Monroe Free
Library in New York. With the help of
Diane Baron and Melissa Quarles who
work at the library, they were able to
donate over 1,800 books. I got other
books from four other local libraries, day
care centres, friends, school teachers,
and social media groups. My parents have
been a great help in allowing me to store
the books in their garage and my friend,
Matt Gonzalez helped with several of the
bigger pickups, including loading and
unloading all the books.”
Her relentless efforts have also paid off
in transporting the books to South Africa
as Philip Bennet heard about her book
drive through mutual friends on social
media, and was able to fundraise with his
Rotary Club in San Francisco to cover the
shipping costs. So, it won’t be long before

Corné Havenga, CEO of Eco Children says the organisation has built
seven libraries and while the construction and furnishing of these
facilities is relatively simple, filling up the shelves with books has proved
much more challenging. “We are always looking for books for our
libraries and we call on anyone who has lightly used or new children’s
books to consider donating to the cause. We initiated the library
project to address the dire state of reading in South Africa – research
has shown that almost 80% of grade 4 learners in South Africa cannot
read for meaning. Since building our first library in the area, we have
seen a marked improvement in learners’ reading ability and we want to
continue with this trend to help improve literacy in South Africa,” she
says.
Havenga concluded: “We would like to thank Shanna for her efforts as
well as everyone else who has donated to an Eco Children library. Your
donations have helped numerous children discover the amazing world
of books and will open doors to them now and in the future.”
Books for Eco Children libraries need to be in English, Sepedi or
Tsonga and appropriate for ages 5 to 14 years old. If you would
like to donate books or cash for this project, please get in touch at
corne@ecochildren.co.za.
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Kitchen
number
close to completion
Before

Words Catharina Robbertze| Photos Sabrina Chielens

S

wift progress is being
made with the new
kitchen at Kgwaditiba
Primary School and
construction is expected to
be completed imminently.
This will be the ninth kitchen
built by Eco Children at local
schools.

After

Once Eco Children partners
with a school, they help
establish an Eco Village,
consisting of an Eco Garden
and an Eco Classroom,
and assist in maintaining
and improving essential
infrastructure – which is
where the kitchen comes in.
The new kitchen will have
running water and basins,
solid work surfaces, gas
cookers and a pantry where
dry food can be stored safely
and hygienically.
Corné Havenga, CEO of
Eco Children, explains
that all schools in the area
are quintile 1 schools.
This means none of the
learners pay school fees
and the schools are wholly
dependent on government
subsidies which are not
sufficient to maintain or
develop infrastructure. This
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often means the kitchens
where learners’ lunches are
prepared, as part of the
national feeding scheme, are
dilapidated and sometimes
even dangerous to work in.
Kgwaditiba was no different.

   









  

She continued to explain
how important it is for
learners to receive a
nutritious lunch at the
school. “All of the schools
we work with are part of
the government’s national
feeding scheme that supplies
lunch to millions of children
every day. We need to
ensure lunches are prepared
hygienically and are healthy
and filling because, for most
of the learners, this is the
only meal they receive all
day,” she said.
“When we adopt a school, we
work towards whole school
development and everything
we do revolves around giving
learners at the schools the
best possible environment
for learning. This includes
establishing a hygienic and
safe facility where learners’
lunches can be prepared
and served every day,” she
concluded.
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Makumu Supports

Eco Children
Words Catharina Robbertze| Photos Tim Hulme

M

akumu Private Game Lodge, located in the vast and pristine 60,000 ha Klaserie
Private Nature Reserve (KPNR), has for many years been an active supporter of
Eco Children, a non-profit organisation initiated by the KPNR. Lodge owner, Stefan
Breuer has a passion for community upliftment and has assisted in various initiatives to
support the remarkable work done by Eco Children in the Greater Kruger region through
donations, Santa Shoeboxes and participating in open days.
Recently the lodge welcomed Tim Hulme and Bianca Brombin of Lost in Africa.TV (www.
lostinafrica.tv). During lockdown, Tim and Bianca sunk their teeth into the world of
conservation. Tim is a passionate traveller and conservationist, with over 15 years experience
as a photographer and filmmaker, while Bianca has been a leading figure in the modelling
industry for over 10 years. Bianca’s passion for the wild regions of Africa pushed her to leave
her career behind and boldly move into wildlife photography. Makumu was excited to host
them in March 2021 with their keen eye for photography and videography.
Fortuitously their visit coincided with an initiative that Makumu Private Game Lodge was
embarking on: An offer to lodge guests to visit one of Eco Children’s seven schools in the
Bushbuckridge, Acornhoek area and witness and support the organisation’s work.
On 16 March, Karin Seger, sales and marketing director of Makumu, along with marketing
coordinator, Daina Johnstone accompanied Tim and Bianca on a visit to
one of these schools, Kgwaditiba Primary. The team was thrilled to pay
Eco Children a visit, experience the Eco Village, see the school, meet
some of the team and children, and learn all about their life-changing
community projects.
Seger says the team at Eco Children is remarkable at what they do. She
explains: “The colourful Eco Village is made up of an Eco Garden and
an Eco Classroom. The Eco Garden consists of several keyhole gardens
for grade 6 and 7 learners who are split into different categories and
responsible to water their own keyholes, check soil and ensure their
vegetables are growing well and thriving. The Eco Classroom is set up
for students to learn about conservation and ecology. It is truly inspiring
to see the children hard at work and experience their passion for these
projects."
Makumu Private Game Lodge is excited to start offering this new activity
to their guests – to meet the team and children and learn all about Eco
Children’s fantastic work. To find out more about this activity, please
contact the reservations department at Makumu Private Game Lodge at
reservations@makumu.com or visit makumu.com/pages/community.
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LEOPARD

LUCK
Words Chloë Cooper

A

prominent leopard,
known to some as the
Thomas male, lives in
the east block of the
Klaserie Private Nature Reserve
(KPNR) and, as luck would have it
for the team at Tulela, his territory
crosses right over their traverse.
Finding big, male leopard tracks is
always exciting but finding the big
male leopard himself, is better! On
this particular morning, the big guy
was spotted lounging, well-fed and
happy, in the bough of a tree. To
one side of him was a buffalo, to
the other an elephant, and lurking
below was a hyena – a safari scene
to behold.
Prior to this memorable encounter
– for which we thanked fellow
guides Darryn and Troy – Tulela
guide, Guy, had spent some quality
time with not one, but two leopard
cubs, just 10 minutes from camp.
After weeks of tracking without
locating these secretive animals, it
felt like we were being rewarded
tenfold. It’s not every day you’re
out tracking lions and bump into a
pair of leopards, but as it goes, you
never know what to expect in the
bush!
“I was looking for lions that
morning and I stopped in a
068 Autumn 2021

drainage line to look for tracks. As
I glanced to my right, there was a
leopard cub staring right at me.
I quickly moved back to my vehicle
and sat patiently, hoping she’d
come out of the drainage line and
into view. She was obviously young
and inquisitive because she came
right up to me, sniffed around the
vehicle for a while and I got to just
watch her,” explained Guy. “She
actually started stalking a dove at
one stage, which was incredible to
see. She was very relaxed.”
But, the best was yet to come. Guy
repositioned his vehicle to get a
better view of the leopard who had
disappeared behind him, and as he
turned around he was awestruck
to see a second leopard cub
emerge from the bush to join its
sibling in the middle of the road.
“I had no idea there was a second
leopard – she just appeared from
the bush and walked straight up
to the other one. They bumped
heads in greeting and nuzzled
each other before walking casually
down the road together. I followed
slowly behind them and eventually
they lay down side by side and I
managed to get a photo.”
Guy guessed the cubs were
around a year old and he had

seen an adult female in that same
drainage line previously, which
could have been their mother. The
cubs seem to be confident and at
ease around the game viewer, and
we’re hopeful we’ll see them again!
We’re always keeping a keen eye
on tracks and sometimes all we
have to go on are the signs left
behind by these elusive cats.
March was a particularly lucky
month for us and the Thomas
male! Darryn Rentzke from
Mafunyane Lodge gave us a bit of a
backstory on this cat, which reveals
his true and lasting presence in
our area. “I've been seeing him for
about four and a half years now,
but James Steyn from neighbouring
Senalala has been seeing him for
about eight years. We guess he’s
around 10 years old and he has
dominated the east block since
I’ve been around. Now, we’ve
been seeing him with a younger
leopard, which I’m pretty sure is his
offspring,” he said.

© Brett Horley

As we settle into our new space in
the KPNR, we’re getting to know
some of the local characters and
are eternally surprised by the
passers-by. The best part of living
in the wild is not knowing what to
expect. Bring it on!
© Guy Rodseth
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Riverdance

DOG EDITION
S

Words and photos Emily Whiting

etting out for an afternoon game drive from
Klaserie Drift, I was full of the usual eagerness
to show my guests the beauty and magic of the
Klaserie Private Nature Reserve. After three years
of living in this wild paradise, I still get butterflies in my
stomach at the thought of what we might see on any
particular day. On this occasion, luck seemed to be in
our favour. We were slowly meandering along the lush
riverine thicket when a call came in over the radio that
always makes my heart skip a beat – African wild dogs!
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These highly endangered carnivores, also known as
painted wolves for their exquisite coats splashed with
black, white and tan as if from an artist’s canvas, are
without a doubt my favourite animal to encounter.
We were still quite far from the sighting and, when it
comes to these insatiable athletes, you never quite know
when they might take off into the bush and disappear.
With that in mind, I was keen to get there quickly. Without
trying to give too much away to my unsuspecting guests,
my right foot gently pressed down on the accelerator and
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my fingers gripped the wheel, tight in a
mixture of excitement and apprehension.
The minutes ticked away. My guests
realised something was up – I have a
terrible poker face – and I confessed there
was a potential sighting ahead that we
were trying to get to.
Finally, after a tortuous 20 minutes of
driving, I could hear the tell-tale twitter
of playful dogs over the rumble of the
engine. I tentatively pulled in to a local
waterhole to an explosion of ears, tails
and water splashing in every direction – a
pack of more than 20 dogs were dancing
wildly through the ripples in a dizzying
display of pleasure. The deafening
sound of joyous squeals and chirps
filled the air like a brilliant concerto. For
a few moments, I was rendered totally
speechless. Wherever I looked, another
dog was dashing and jumping for joy like
a crazed bunch of eight-year-olds at a
waterpark. I was in heaven.
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Recomposing myself, I turned to my guests to
explain to them just how special this sighting
was, but I quickly saw there was no need.
They were just as enraptured by this moving
performance as I was. Sometimes, it is best to let
nature do all the talking. I allowed my focus to
shift back to the dogs once more and pulled out
my camera. For five minutes or more, I was at a
complete loss for where to begin taking photos.
Eventually, I focussed on a pair of dogs engaged
in a watery combat and, cranking up my shutter
speed to freeze the action, began clicking away.
With seemingly endless energy, the dogs
continued playing for another half hour or more
before one individual spotted a suspicious
looking shape in the water. Always alert to
danger, the youngster let out a sharp growl that
instantly halted the entire pack. A moment of
confusion quickly turned into a united front as
the pack evacuated the pan and rallied round
to expose the threat, which fortunately was
nothing more than a nefarious stick. Suitably
spooked, however, the dogs were now reluctant
to re-enter the water and decided to settle
instead in the shade of some nearby trees. On
this cue, we also took our leave, taking with us
some unforgettable memories of a very special
afternoon.

“With seemingly endless
energy, the dogs continued
playing for another half
hour or more…”
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A snowflake

in Klaserie
Words and photos Ruan Ferreira

Back in January, a rare and unexpected sight greeted Makumu guide, Ruan Ferreira as he returned
to the lodge after a game drive. No-one ever expects to see snow in the Klaserie Private Nature
Reserve (KPNR), but we know by now that we can’t predict what we might get from nature. While
Ruan’s once-in-a-lifetime sighting wasn’t quite unseasonal snowfall, it made him do a double-take
and his report created quite the sensation across the reserve over the days that followed. Lucky for
us, he got a photo, so we can look back on the day a “snowflake” fell in the KPNR.

O

ne morning, I was on my way back to Makumu
after a game drive with our trainee field guide,
Alistair and, just as we were about to cross
at the Makumu crossing, we saw a female
waterbuck moving out the ravine thicket to a clearing. This
wasn’t in itself an unusual sight, but what caught our eye
was what followed her through the grass – a small, white
ball of fluff.
I was shocked by what I thought I’d seen. Alistair and
I looked at each other and he asked “can that be?” A
pure white baby waterbuck keeping close to his regularcoloured mother. I mentioned that I’d seen leucistic
waterbuck before, but what we were looking at had other
characteristics that made me think it’s not only leucistic.

Once we’d had a good look and taken a photo or two, we
left it with its mom, as we did not want to draw too much
attention to it. It does, of course, stand out like a sore
thumb and would be very easy for predators to identify.
After our first sighting in early January, we saw this little
albino waterbuck below the lodge in the ravine thicket
a couple of times, and really hoped it would manage to
survive predators and the sun. Once or twice over the
following month we saw the snowflake and it seemed
to be doing OK, but it’s been a long time since our last
sighting, so we can only assume his life was short lived.

We moved as quickly as we could to get a closer look
without startling the mother or the youngster. She was
relaxed in our presence and stayed next to the road as
we approached. We got a fantastic close look at her baby,
which remained next to her.

“A pure white baby
waterbuck keeping close
to his regular-coloured
mother.”
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A close inspection told us all we needed to know to
identify this little snowflake as an albino waterbuck. It has
no colour pigment, a pink nose, pink inner ears and blue
eyes. This was undoubtedly a first for me!
We sat with the herd for a while to observe the young
waterbuck’s interactions and were interested at how the
other waterbuck reacted to the little one. They would run
away and cautiously approach, alarming constantly, just
like they would for a predator. They seemed very unsure.
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LIONESS

loneliness
Words Craig Reid - The Last Word Kitara | Photos Stefan Steenkamp

A

s the lion population in the northern
sector of the Klaserie Private Nature
Reserve begins to bounce back since
the recovery of the drought back
in 2017, we have witnessed some interesting
changes in pride movements and dynamics.
There’s been some particularly intriguing
behaviour exhibited by one lioness who went
solo for a while – an unusual lifestyle for a
usually social animal.
As we know, lions have extremely tightknit bonds with fellow pride members but
watching this lone lioness has allowed us to
observe how lions adapt when they lose that
social bond.
The individual I am referring to is a lioness that
we estimate to be roughly four years old and
has been fairly active in the southern sector of
our traverse for over a year now. In December
076 Autumn 2021

2018, when the first sightings were reported,
she was accompanied by what we assume was
a younger relative, as there was a very small
but noticeable age gap. At the time, it seemed
like these two females had been pushed out
of a pride due to a dominant male territorial
takeover, when they were perhaps not yet
old enough to breed with. This is a normal
occurrence within lion populations in open
ecosystems. For the next couple of months,
they provided beautiful sightings for us.
However, nothing remains perfect forever.
One morning in April last year, we came
across just one lioness and she seemed to be
extremely stressed, contact calling heavily. She
was clearly stressed, so we left her in peace,
and later identified her as the older of the two
females in the pair we had been watching. Our
hearts sank.
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For the months following, she was only seen on her own
and there was no sign of the younger female so we can
only assume the worst. There is a very strong possibility
her companion was killed by another pride during the
drastic change in dynamics in the north. With all this being
said, this lone lioness has, against all odds, adapted to her
new way of life. On every occasion we have seen her, she
has looked full-bellied and healthy. Her confidence also
seems to be returning. It is almost as if the solitary life
agrees with her!
I am most amazed by the behavioural changes she has
made. I’ve watched her drag her kills into the deepest
parts of drainage lines to make them more defendable
for her, and she has become much more alert to even
very distant sounds of hyena vocalisations. She is also a
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lot more active than other lions, unless she has a kill. It
seems as though she has adopted some very leopard-like
traits in her life as a solo predator.
In December of last year, she was finally seen mating with
one of the Moscow male lions. This could well mean the
start of a new pride in the north!
One of the most incredible things I’ve learnt from
watching this female is that these animals are so much
more than our textbooks portray them to be. The
adaptability of these creatures is truly something special.
We can only hope that this female, along with the two
Moscow males, can produce some memorable sightings
in the years to come.
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T

oday, Matt is the founder of the non-profit organisation, Global Conservation Corps (GCC) and the producer
of Rhino Man, a film about rangers for rangers. His boyhood inspiration took him on a journey through field
ranger training and beyond, into the heart of conservation issues and solutions in an African context. Through
GCC, Matt is helping bridge the gap between communities and conservation by creating opportunities for youth
living alongside the Kruger National Park (KNP) to directly benefit and earn a living within the greater wildlife economy.
We sat down with him to find out where it all began, who inspired him to follow his dream, and what he’s working on
next.

Q: WHERE WERE YOU BORN AND
RAISED?
ML: I was born and raised in
Johannesburg until we moved to
Sabi when I was six. My parents
had a guest house there for about
five years and I still consider those
some of the best years of my life.
Every weekend we would go on
outdoor adventures and once
every few months I’d have the
chance to go to KNP. This turned
out to be a pivotal time in my life
– I lit up and was so excited about
these monumental trips.
Q: AS A CHILD, DID YOU PICTURE
LEADING THE LIFE YOU’RE
LEADING TODAY?

COMING FULL

Circle
Words Chloë Cooper | Photos supplied by Matt Lindenberg

As a little boy in a Davy Crockett hat, he walked in the footprints of field rangers and felt like he was
standing amongst giants. That memory stuck with Matt Lindenberg throughout his childhood, and
he took it with him when he moved to the USA, only to have it draw him back to South Africa at 18.
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ML: I knew at a young age that
I wanted to be an explorer, an
adventurer, someone who worked
in and for nature. There’s a photo
of me at six or seven years old,
armed with my bird book, my
dad’s army-issued water bottles
and a Davy Crockett hat, which
pretty much sums me up, even
now!
Q: WHAT OR WHO INSPIRED
YOU TO WORK IN THE FIELD OF
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION?
ML: My family for sure. They were
all really enthusiastic naturalists
and conservationists. I have a
memory from 1998 when we
went to visit my parents’ friends
at Londolozi, and my parents,
knowing I was nature crazy, asked
if there was something fun I could
do. Much to my excitement I
got to join two field rangers out

on a walk. I – a tiny, blonde
boy – was ecstatic to go out
with these giant (in my eyes)
Shangaan soldiers. I feel like I
can still remember every detail
about this walk. We walked
along the Sabi River and looked
at lion tracks and hippos,
and there was something so
different about the way these
guys talked about nature. They
were connected somehow;
enmeshed in the natural world.
That planted a very valuable
seed for me. I felt like I had
entered a world of legends,
and I still think about that
experience with local rangers as
something that changed my life.
Q: WHAT TRAINING OR
STUDYING HAVE YOU DONE
TO NAVIGATE TO WHERE YOU
ARE IN YOUR CAREER?
ML: When I was 18, I came
back to South Africa to visit my
mom. I realised just how much
I had missed “home” when I
came back and reconnected
with the bush. We had a mutual
friend with Theresa Sowry of the
Southern African Wildlife College
(SAWC), so I had the opportunity
to go and volunteer there and
that was it! My memories of my
childhood came flooding back
and I knew I needed to come
home.

absolutely passionate about
that. The rhino poaching war
had started to get crazy and I
really wanted to get involved.
Someone who was incredibly
significant in my training and
ultimately in my life, as the
catalyst for starting GCC, was
Martin Mthembu, whom I
met and worked with at the
college. He instilled in me the
importance of training field
rangers and creating a direct
line of benefit between Africa’s
wildlife and its people, as the
way to secure the future of
wildlife. He tragically passed
away in 2014, but not before
having an enormous impact on
my life.
I also did my BSc through UNISA
and I got my conservation pilot’s
license. Then I was awarded a
master’s scholarship through
a university in Michigan to
do my field research on the
rehabilitation of captive-born
cheetahs in north-western
Namibia. I think I knew that
if I wanted to make a real
difference, at least in my life,
getting qualified academically
was an important start, so I put
a lot of time into that.

I did my FGASA training and
worked in various departments
at the SAWC for six years and
eventually got into their ranger
training department. I was

Matt and the dog handlers
from the SAWC
Autumndonated
2021 081
K9 unit with new boots
by GCC.
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Q: WHAT HAVE BEEN THE
GREATEST CHALLENGES YOU’VE
ENCOUNTERED WHILE WORKING
TOWARD YOUR GOALS?
ML: Around 2015, I started GCC
to honour Martin’s memory,
and there was certainly a lot of
pressure that came along with
running a non-profit organisation.
I think a part of me really loved the
element of being out in the field
and with people, but at the same
time I found it challenging to make
sure everyone had what they
needed to run this organisation.
Then, the devastation we’re
up against in this world can be
overwhelming sometimes. The
environmental destruction,
realising how disconnected
people are, and feeling like there’s
too much to overcome can be
disheartening, but I believe we can
focus on changing individual lives
and that will make a difference.
On a personal level, most of my
family has immigrated, so it’s hard
at times.
Q: WHAT IS THE BEST WAY
ORDINARY PEOPLE CAN HELP
GCC COMBAT THE ISSUE OF
POACHING?
ML: We have to realise that
poaching is not a wildlife problem,
it’s a people problem. And while
people are the issue, they are also
the solution. It’s all about paying
it forward, being kind to your
fellow man, and having empathy
and respect for other people’s
challenges. Advocate, volunteer,
find something to give from where
you are. We can’t all be on the
front line, but all of us can use our
voices, our talents or our time to
contribute to the solution.

INCREDIBLE PEOPLE

side where students can use
the app anywhere in the world
to keep learning about the
environment, conservation
issues, what they can do to help,
and also be rewarded for that
work.

called Rhino Man, a film about
rangers, for rangers, which we’re
about to launch it this year.

We’re also launching a 24part series called Careers in
Conservation, shot entirely in
Xitsonga, which will highlight
24 different career paths in
conservation. We want to
showcase the employment
opportunities young people
living in the Greater Kruger Park
area have in conservation and
tourism, beyond being a guide
or ranger. We want them to
see themselves as lodge chefs,
reserve managers, wildlife
veterinarians, and pilots, etc.

ML: I would say find a mentor
or a few mentors. I think when,
at times, we don’t believe in
ourselves, there is incredible
benefit in surrounding ourselves
with leaders or mentors who
believe in us. The other piece of
advice would be to be patient.
There’s beauty in the process and
I think staying present is really
key. Patience in knowing there is
in fact a process, there is a plan,
and things will unfold as they
need to. Covid has really put that
one to the test for most of us,
but I believe patience is a huge
attribute. Your time will come.

Q: WHAT’S YOUR MOST
MEMORABLE/IMPACTFUL
CAREER ACHIEVEMENT THUS
FAR?
ML: A massive achievement
to date was kicking off
our inaugural scholarship
programme last year where
we were able to put 15 youths
from local communities through
a ranger training scholarship
at the SAWC. All 15 are now
working in the local wildlife
economy and it was great to
see them come full circle. Then,
over the last six years, we’ve
been working on a documentary

Q: WHAT PIECE OF ADVICE
WOULD YOU GIVE TO A YOUNG,
HOPEFUL MATT TODAY?

Young Matt in a Davy
Crockett hat, armed
with bird book.

Q: WHAT ARE YOU CURRENTLY
WORKING ON?
ML: We’re busy building the
Future Rangers app, specifically
working on a student interface
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Matt and Timbavati field rangers, kit newly donated by GCC.

NEW RANGE ROVER VELAR
SVAUTOBIOGRAPHY DYNAMIC EDITION

AS REFINED
AS IT IS POWERFUL

BOOK A TEST DRIVE
From its award-winning design to the use of exquisite materials,
everything about Range Rover Velar SVAutobiography Dynamic
Edition whispers urbane chic. Utmost attention to the minutiae,
including beautifully crafted accents and knurled detailing,
serve only to enhance that. Engineered by Special Vehicle
Operations and featuring a 405kW 5.0 litre Supercharged
V8 Petrol engine, it is the perfect balance of refinement and
power. This highly desirable edition will be available for a
limited time only from launch.
Land Rover Sandton
161 Rivonia Road, Sandton
011 548 0500
sandton.landrover.co.za

