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The year has 
started off with 
a bang, hasn’t it?

 
International and 
local news has been 
dominated by one 
story: the outbreak of 
the coronavirus. The 
first case of COVID-19 
in South Africa was 
confirmed on 12 March 
and has been declared a 
public health emergency 
of international concern 

by the World Health Organisation.

As the disease moves closer to us, a lot is still unknown 
about the virus but we do know the following facts:

• The virus is transmitted through direct contact with 
respiratory droplets of an infected person (through 
coughing or sneezing)

• Individuals can also be infected from touching 
surfaces contaminated with the virus and then 
touching their face (e.g., eyes, nose, mouth)

While COVID-19 continues to spread, it is important that 
communities act to prevent further transmission, reduce 
the impact of the outbreak and support control measures. 
I would like to encourage everyone to spread awareness 
in your community responsibly and ensure that those 
around you are well informed on essential protective 
measures.

A list of best practices for schools, workplaces and general 
households:

• Provide children and communities with information 
about how to protect themselves

• Promote best handwashing and hygiene practices 
and provide hygiene supplies

• Clean and disinfect school buildings, workspaces and 
households, especially water and sanitation facilities

• Increase airflow and ventilation

Any crisis presents the opportunity for people, and 
especially young people, to learn, cultivate compassion, 
and increase resilience while building a safer and more 
caring community. Having the correct information and 
facts about COVID-19 will help diminish people’s fears and 
anxieties around the disease and support their ability to 
cope with any secondary impacts on their lives.

I would therefore like to once again encourage you, our 
readers to take a proactive approach in implementing 
adequate precautions to prevent the potential spread of 
COVID-19 in our communities.

More information and accurate updates regarding 
COVID-19 can be found on the World Health Organisation 
website at www.who.int. Please keep safe and enjoy this 
edition of the Klaserie Chronicle. 
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Sun Destinations’ “Trails of Uganda” 
offers a unique opportunity to go 
gorilla trekking in Bwindi Impenetrable 
National Park, track chimps in Kibale 

National Park, and enjoy game drives in the 
wildlife-rich Queen Elizabeth National Park. 
This series of carefully curated gorilla and 
chimpanzee trekking itineraries is ideal for 
those not wanting to hassle with the logistics 
of a Uganda holiday, but still want to explore 
the best of the Pearl of Africa.

In addition to the sought-after trekking 
excursions listed above, you will experience 

visits to local villages, meet the Batwa Pygmy 
community, indulge in birding walks in 
wetlands, and enjoy sunset boat cruises and 
drives through hilly tea plantations with views 
of crater lakes shrouded in mist.

Bwindi Impenetrable National Park is a 
primeval forest and lush jungle region in 
south west Uganda. This national park is 
home to wild gorillas, forest elephants, 23 
species of bird endemic to the area, and a 
wealth of small critters darting about on the 
jungle floor.

Trails of Uganda:
Exploring the Pearl of Africa

ADVERTORIAL ADVERTORIAL

© Em Gatland
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The luxury base for your gorilla trekking safari is 
Gorilla Safari Lodge, a lodge that sits comfortably 
at the edge of the Bwindi Forest. Located a five-
minute drive from the briefing point for trekking, 
it’s a sought-after lodge for gorilla safaris. Banana 
and guava trees cocoon the lodge, and in the 
distance, there are views of the forest jungle with 
its ancient canopy of trees decorating the lofty 
hills.

The famous Kibale National Park is home of the 
chimp tracking safari. The national park protects 
the lush and dense evergreen rain forest, which 
is the natural habitat to gangs of chimpanzees. 
The Kibale National Park is the natural host to 
70 mammal species and 13 primate species 
(including the chimpanzee). There are also over 
375 species of birds soaring through the forests. 

Crater Safari Lodge overlooks the second 
largest crater lake in Uganda and is within close 
proximity to the chimp trekking destination 
of Kibale National Park. Accommodation is 
in thatched chalets with expansive wooden 

© Em Gatland

balconies – the perfect, luxurious jungle 
escape. Hammocks and garden swings 
on the grounds of the lodge add an extra 
element of tranquillity to your remote 
Uganda experience.

Queen Elizabeth National Park is a haven for 
safari seekers. The extensive park sprawls 
from Lake George in the north east to Lake 
Edward in the south west. The wildlife-rich 
Kazinga Channel connects the two lakes. The 
landscape is a unique mix of savannah and 
lakes, which makes for a variety of habitats. 
The highlight of visiting Queen Elizabeth 
National Park is the opportunity to spot the 
rare black-maned tree-climbing lions in the 
Rukungiri District, the area around Ishasha. 
You will either stay at Ishasha Wilderness 
Camp or Mweya Safari Lodge. 

Select your ideal Trails of Uganda itinerary 
and enjoy a once in a lifetime opportunity 
to explore the rugged beauty of the Pearl of 
Africa. 

To book a Trails of Uganda itinerary, please 
contact Sun Destinations:  
reservations@sundestinations.co.za. 

ADVERTORIAL ADVERTORIAL

View the Sun Destinations Uganda 
properties:  gorilla-safari-lodge.com, 
crater-safari-lodge.com 

© Em Gatland

© Em Gatland
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© Em Gatland

© Em Gatland
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Hello, my name is Brenden and I am an addict. 

This is a difficult and significant statement for 
me to make. Admitting my helplessness over 

this type of compulsive behaviour is the first step to 
recovery. Most rehabilitation programmes that assist 
people who suffer from an addiction follow a 12-step 
process to recovery. I am currently taking my second 
step; to believe that there is a power, greater than 
myself, that can restore my sanity. 

I’m a primitive trail junkie. 

These completely immersive experiences through 
Africa’s wild spaces have dominated my life for the 
past 16 years. Everything we need for this multi-day 
expedition is carried in a backpack. We don’t take 
tents, technology or luxuries. Each night is spent on 
the ground under the stars and members of the group 
share the responsibility of “watch duty”. 

Why am I addicted?
The trails push me beyond my comfort zone and 
get me high. Although I’m devoted to treating the 
symptoms, I need to understand the cause. Why 
do primitive trails make me feel so good? I had to 
understand myself better. I had to understand us 
better. You see, evolutionary psychologists suggest 
that many of our present-day social and psychological 
characteristics were shaped during Homo sapiens’ 
200,000-year history. This is when our biological 
software was programmed. The past 200 years, during 
which we have become urban dwellers (and the 
previous 10,000 years of agriculture) is a fraction of 
our evolutionary history. Our minds are adapted for a 
life of hunting and gathering. 

Humans = hunter-gatherers
Hunter-gatherers lived in small and tightly knit bands. 
Loneliness and privacy were very rare, and they had 
a strong sense of community. Despite the perception 
that they were predominantly hunters, their main 
activity was gathering. In this way they gained most of 
their calories and resources. They spent very little time 
foraging (less than five hours a day) and had very few 
chores. Consequently, hunter-gatherers spent little 
time doing and more time being. Our ancestors lived a 
simple, adaptable and opportunistic lifestyle, following 
the seasons and resources in a nomadic fashion. They 
had no permanent settlements and therefore had 
access to a wide variety of foods across their home 
range. Hunter-gatherers moved across the landscape 
carrying only essential possessions on their back. They 
practiced animism, in which each place, plant and 

A RECIPE FOR 
HAPPINESS  
with no chemicals 
Words Brenden Pienaar | Photos Avalon Media Africa

GUIDING GUIDING
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animal has an awareness. They too had a deep awareness 
of themselves and their relationship to everything 
around them. Our ancestors were part of the savannah 
ecosystem just as the lion, giraffe and zebra still is today. 
We are all still wild, it’s just that civilisation is getting in the 
way of us being human.

Our compulsive behaviour, addictions and psychological 
complexes are a direct result of an incompatibility 
between our hunter-gatherer software and a post-
industrial way of living. Civilisation may provide us with 
more material resources and longer lives, but it often 
leaves us feeling confused, anxious and depressed. 
Most factors that cause anxiety and depression do not 

reside in our biology. They dwell in the way we live. Our 
frantic pursuit of happiness has caused us to become 
the loneliest society in human history. More than 35% of 
the civilised world suffers from this feeling of loneliness. 
It’s a result of an unmet psychological need. The need for 
meaning. 

We are defined by our relationships, both human-to-
human and human-to-nature. Once we isolate ourselves 
from that which defines us, we experience a disconnect 
or sense of loneliness. This is dangerous territory for the 
ego. Ego plays an important role as it enables us to make 
sense of our world. It acts as our point of reference to 
who we are. And who are we without our relationships? 

Things get confusing and it’s very difficult to find meaning. Once the 
boundaries between thought, feeling, perceptions and intuition become 
indistinguishable, there is no sense of the self. We lose the gift of insight 
and reflection. This state is referred to as a psychosis. Sadly, the world 
is currently suffering from a social and ecological psychosis and it 
manifests in our environmentally destructive behaviour.

Humans first? No.
Furthermore, we have been misled by the myths of a post-industrial 
world that has taken humans out of nature and placed us above all 
else. These myths have gained deep emotional significance in our lives.  
A recent study of millennials revealed that for the majority of them 
(80%) their most important life goal is to become rich. Of these, a 
further 50% want to be famous. We have been corrupted by the junk 

values of a consumerist and materialistic 
society that falsely advertise happiness. 
The end result is another unmet 
psychological need: The need for wisdom-
filled values. 

It suddenly became clear why primitive 
trails made me feel so good. They meet 
my subconscious psychological needs. 
You see, a primitive trail is a microcosm. 
It’s how to be a hunter-gatherer in a post-
industrial world. It’s where you find your 
tribe and feel a sense of belonging. The 
experience jogs your genetic memory. 
Once again, you move through a wild 
landscape in a small band with only 
essential belongings on your back. Your 
senses are engaged on a primal level, 
situationally alert and aware. Alive. With an 
animist sense of respect, you rediscover 
the laws of the wild and meet your 
ecological self. It’s where you rediscover 
the meaning of relationships. Primitive 
trails have the potential to re-wild the 
human imagination. It will enable ways of 
looking at the natural world and yourself 
differently. 

On my way to recovery
With this insight, I amended the second 
step of my recovery process to: I am part 
of the great power that can restore my 
sanity. The power of nature. In the words 
of my favourite psychologist and poet, Dr 
Ian McCallum: “We have forgotten where 
we come from. That we are merely the 
human expression of nature. That we are 
biologically and psychologically bound to 
the landscape and all living things. That 
wild spaces are not only conditions for 
life, but that our sanity depends on their 
existence.” 

Hello, my name is Brenden and I am a 
hunter-gatherer of the 21st century.  
A hunter of meaning and gatherer of 
values. 

“ It suddenly became clear why primitive 
trails made me feel so good. They meet my 

subconscious psychological needs.”

GUIDING GUIDING
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Ten painted wolves (African wild dogs) were 
successfully released in mid-February onto the 
5,500-hectare Rietspruit Game Reserve on the 
outskirts of Hoedspruit near the Kruger National 

Park. This follows the recent release of five lions into the 
same reserve. Those lions were to play a significant role 
during the painted wolf Lycaon pictus release – more 
about that later.

The pack, two adult females and eight yearlings born 
in April 2019, are thought to be from the Thornybush 
area in the Greater Kruger but roam over a large area 
that includes private land outside of the protected area. 
They were captured in late 2019 and placed into a boma 
on Rietspruit for safekeeping, after landowners in the 
Guernsey area, outside of the Greater Kruger, complained 
that the canids were killing wildlife. The original plan was 

to relocate the pack to Gorongosa in Mozambique, to 
join a pack of 15 relocated there in 2018, but paperwork 
delays led to the decision to release the pack into 
Rietspruit Game Reserve.

It is almost impossible to restrict painted wolves to fenced 
reserves – they crawl under the fences through holes 
made by aardvarks and warthogs, as do leopards, hyenas 
and other species – and so it is likely that this group will 
reunite at some stage with remaining members of the 
pack (six males and a female) that were last seen in a 
private game reserve bordering Rietspruit.

The monitoring of resident painted wolf packs (there 
are five in the Hoedspruit area alone) and stepping in 
to ensure safety from negative human influence when 
required, is a full-time operation that demands significant 
financial and other resources. In charge of the collaring 

and release operation was Grant 
Beverley, the Lowveld regional 
coordinator for the carnivore 
conservation programme at 
the Endangered Wildlife Trust 
– a busy man. Packs roam over 
vast distances and encounter 
many man-made dangers such 
as bushmeat snares, intolerant 
landowners, livestock farmers, 
speeding vehicles and exposure 
to disease from domestic 
dogs. Helping Grant during 
the collaring of the female and 
subsequent release of the pack 
was Dr Joel Alves of Wildlife Vets. 
 
Speaking of lions… 
 
At a crucial stage of the release, 
when nine of the ten painted 
wolves had exited the boma to 
feed on an impala carcass, three 
large male lions appeared on the 
scene. Attracted by the excited 
chatter of the painted wolves 
and the smell of meat, the cats 
were here to spoil the party. They 
barged in, scattered the pack and 
claimed the carcass. The lions 
eventually left the scene, and the 
tenth painted wolf left the boma 
safely. All ten pack members 
were seen the following day. 
All of the excitement, and the 
entire release process, was 
captured during a Facebook 

Live broadcast by Brent Leo-
Smith and his PaintedDog TV 
crew. During the broadcast, 
Brent called on his audience 
for sponsorship of the pack, 
in return for getting to name 
the pack. Viewer, Stephanie 
Marx was the highest bidder 
at US$2,500. She named the 
pack Melita.

Thank you 
 
Michelle Campbell, a Hoedspruit 
resident and owner of Wild 
Wonderful World, stumped up 
the R30,000 required to collar 
the painted wolf. Heroes like 
Michelle and Stephanie make 
an enormous contribution to 
painted wolf conservation. You 
can contact Grant Beverley on 
grantb@ewt.org.za if you would 
like to show your support in the 
form of a donation.

Source: Original article for Africa 
Geographic  
www.africageographic.com

ADVERTORIAL

released in local game reserve
Painted wolves 
Words Simon Espley

For more information on the 
Endangered Wildlife Trust visit  
www.ewt.org.za.

CONSERVATION CONSERVATION

© Simon Espley

© Simon Espley

© Simon Espley

© Simon  Price
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When the Klaserie 
Private Nature Reserve 
(KPNR) was formally 
proclaimed in the 

early 1970s, water was provided 
for game with good intentions, but 
little understanding of the long-
term influences of this action on 
the natural system. It was only in 
the early 1990s, coinciding with the 
removal of the restrictive boundary 
fences – including that of the Kruger 
National Park (KNP), that the effects 
really became apparent. 

The extent of the now formalised 
Greater Lebombo Transfrontier 
Conservation Area (GLTFCA) and its 
much-improved capacity to function 
in response to natural influences, 
has necessitated a revision of many 
of the wildlife management policies. 
One of the most important policies, 
which has an extensive influence on 
the health of the natural system, is 
the water for game policy.

As part of the proceedings at 2019’s 
50th Annual General Meeting of the 
reserve, the KPNR management 

plan, drafted specifically for Klaserie, 
was adopted by the members of 
the reserve. This milestone event 
provided the foundation for a re-
think and revision of some of our 
policies, and the provisioning of water 
for game is one of them.

HISTORY OF KPNR WATER 
PROVISION

Pre-proclamation
Historically, before the proclamation 
of the KNP and the large private 
reserves along its western boundary, 

the full spectrum of Lowveld indigenous 
animal species had the ability to move 
freely over this vast area between the 
Lebombo mountains in the east and 
the Drakensberg in the west. These 
movements were influenced by a number 
of natural phenomena that played out 
annually. 

Wet summers and dry winters played 
a role in determining the seasonal 
animal distribution and stimulated the 
unrestricted migration of large herds of 
animals across the landscape. Lightning-
induced fires, mainly in early spring, 
maintained the Lowveld savannah in 
an open and healthy state. Droughts, 
floods, and diseases controlled numbers 
and ensured survival of the fittest. The 
components of the natural system were in 
perfect sync and functioned independently 
of man’s influence or interference. The 
KPNR was part of this picture, where 
natural balances where maintained, and 
species co-existed in harmony. 

During this pre-proclamation era, elephant 
and buffalo were 
rarely encountered 
in Klaserie, and 
impala were 
evident in very 
low numbers, 
inhabiting areas 
only in close 
proximity to the 
large perennial 
rivers. The rare 
and endangered 
sable, which are 
now absent from 
Klaserie, were 
however common 
at this time.  

The savannahs 
were maintained 
by regular fires, 
which burnt in 
a patch-mosaic 
fashion. These 
sometimes-intense 
fires prevented the 
establishment and 

generation of the woody component and 
thus prevented bush encroachment. During 
extreme environmental conditions, such as 
those brought about by prolonged drought, 
the healthy unrestricted herbivores could 
move to areas that were better vegetated 
and able to sustain them. Large predator 
numbers were in balance with the prey 
species’ availability and their numbers and 
densities fluctuated accordingly.

Post-proclamation
Following the proclamation of the Kruger 
National Park, and then later the large 
private reserves, and specifically the Klaserie 
in the early 1970s, fences where erected to 
demarcate the respective boundaries. These 
fences restricted the movement of animals 
and contained them in these so-called 
“sanctuaries”. 

With animal movement restricted, life-
sustaining resources had to be supplied, 
particularly water. In the case of the KPNR, 
water was provided in areas where it was 
deemed necessary. This led to a total of 
128 artificial waterpoints being established 
across the approximately 59,000 hectares 
of land – approximately one waterpoint 
per 460 hectares without taking the largely 
perennial Klaserie and Olifants Rivers into 
account.

Imbalance and degradation
In this semi-arid Lowveld environment, 
where the long-term rainfall average is a 
mere 460 millimetres per annum, the effect 
of water abundance has had a detrimental 
effect and has led to a slow and subtle 
degradation of the health status of the 
environment. 

The landscape has become somewhat 
homogenised and, as such, is less dynamic 
and less capable of sustaining the diversity 
of species historically associated with this 
area. Water-dependent species such as 
elephant and impala are abundant, and 
some water-independent species like sable 
and tsessebe have disappeared.

WATER FOR GAME
Why all the fuss?

Words Colin Rowles

CONSERVATION

© Kevin Maclaughlin
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Herbivores, while foraging, locate and 
utilise the water which is available 
to them. These waterpoints are 
regularly visited by these herbivores 
who are no longer required to trek 
to previously utilised waterpoints. 
As their numbers increase, so too 
does the area of impact around the 
waterpoint. In time, the denuded and 
degraded environment extends some 
distance from the water.  

Beyond the impact zone, some 
distance away from water, the impact 
is less evident and ground cover is 
much improved.  These areas can 
be termed “reserve areas” and are 
necessary to sustain herbivores 
during extended dry periods and 
droughts. 

Impala, which are both grazers and 
browsers, use these impact zones 
extensively as they are attracted 
to denuded areas very much like 
domestic goats. In large numbers, 
impala have the ability to modify the 

habitat to their own advantage and 
to the detriment of other grazing 
herbivore species. 

With a proliferation of waterpoints 
across the landscape, the impact 
shadows created eventually overlap 
and no reserve areas remain. The 
entire landscape becomes degraded 
and dominated by impala, at the 
expense of other grazing and 
low-density species such as sable, 
which require long rank grass and 
woodland areas in which to hide their 
young. 

Under these denuded conditions, the 
environment becomes vulnerable to 
the devastating effects of drought. 
The end result is a highly eroded and 
a severely degraded environment, 
with a greatly reduced species 
diversity and carrying capacity. 

Revised water policy
The overabundance of water in 
Klaserie has created an environment 

with numerous 
imbalances, 
which can only be 
rectified through 
the implementation 

of a carefully considered water 
distribution policy.

For Klaserie to contribute towards 
the conservation of the GLTFCA, it’s 
imperative that we acknowledge the 
consequences of our past actions 
– even though they were with good 
intent – and that we understand and 
accept the need for a revision of our 
wildlife management policies; the 
most important and influential being 
our provision of artificial water for 
game policy.

The introduction of a revised water 
policy will contribute towards the 
overall health of the system. It will 
provide a greater degree of resilience 
and the capacity for the natural 
system to function in response to 
environmental influences with less 
intervention from ourselves. 

In future articles, some of the 
negative consequences of water 
provision will be presented together 
with some of the management 
challenges which stem from the over-
provisioning of water for game in a 
semi-arid open system.

© Kevin Maclaughlin

© Kevin Maclaughlin
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Richard Nyati has been studying lion tracks since 
he was just a boy. When he was only 12 years 
old, he was confronted by a pride of lions while 
herding his father’s cattle. Naturally, his instinct 

told him to run, but even at a young age he knew to 
behave the way he had been taught in order to survive. 

Richard’s father, like many other men in his village at the 
time, was a tracker for a hunting lodge. He used to go 
away to work and leave his six sons in charge of his cattle 
and goats. He taught Richard and his brothers how to 
identify the signs of lion, leopard, and elephant so that 
they would stay safe as they dutifully herded the animals 
to graze and drink. In those days, predators were a daily 
threat. Today, the same animals are Richard’s livelihood. 

As a tracker at Makumu Private Game Lodge, Richard uses 
the traditional skills he was taught as a child to deliver 

life-changing experiences to visitors from all over the 
world. No longer are lions the enemy; rather, they are his 
financial security. 

Boy tracker

Richard was born in the village of Utah in 1974. He was 
one of eight children and one of many young boys who 
used to act as herdsmen to their parents’ cows and goats. 
That fateful day when 12-year-old Richard encountered 
lions near his village, he and his brother were taking their 
father’s cattle to the river. He recalls it was a windy day 
and when they suddenly heard the unmistakable, guttural 
sound of a lion close by, they knew they had run into 
trouble. 

“Lions surrounded the cattle on all sides of the river. 
There was one lion right in front of us that stopped us 

from going any further with the cattle. They attacked the 
herd and we could hear them fighting in the dust. My 
brother and I were shouting and clapping our hands to try 
and keep the lion away from us. We knew we had to get to 
the village to get help because these lions were killing our 
cattle,” he recalls.

Unfortunately, the pride took three of Richard’s father’s 
cattle that day. With the help of village residents, who 
tracked the lions, the authorities managed to capture and 
relocate the pride back to the Sabi Sand.

Opportunity knocks

Growing up on the doorstep of these wildlife areas, the 
traditional art of tracking was a skill that was sought after 
in the Manyeleti and Sabi Sand, and in Utah, children were 
picking it up from a very young age. 

Eventually, when Richard was 23 years old, he got the 
opportunity to work in the bush. He had matriculated 
and received a tracking certificate after completing a 
one-month-long course at Londolozi in 1998. Simbambili 
hired him that same year in a general maintenance role, 
and in 2002 he began to train as a tracker. By 2004, it 
was official, and in 2006 he moved to Kapama where his 
career really began to flourish. 

Close calls

Now, after 22 years working in the Greater Kruger – 14 
of those years as a professional tracker – Richard still 
practices the daily lessons he learned as a child. During 
his career, he has typically tracked animals to produce a 
sighting for his guests, but on occasion he’s worked with 
a team to find animals for relocation or treatment. It’s 
not always easy and it can be dangerous, as he knows all 
too well from his childhood days. One particular incident 
stands out from the rest…

As the only tracker on duty at a reserve, Richard was 
called upon to help locate a pride of lions that needed to 
be darted. He set off on foot in the early morning to find 
the lions, which he did without much trouble. He returned 
to camp where vets, rangers, and guides were ready for 
the operation, but when they arrived on site, the lions had 
moved on. Richard tracked them to a block of dense bush 
– not a good place to find and dart one lion, never mind a 
pride with cubs. 

He remembers: “I checked the area to see if they had 
gone out of the dense bush, but there were no tracks. 
The lions were still inside. I checked a small drainage line 
and saw their tracks were crossing it, so I knew they were 
somewhere in the thick bush. Right at that time, I heard a 
growl from the bush and saw the lions about 20 metres 
away. They were protecting the cubs.”

The team armed with dart guns heard the warning calls 
and hurried to get to their tracker. The lions started 
charging immediately. Richard described how the females 
were stalking back and forth, circling them, and a very 
angry male charged to within a couple of metres of them. 
The lions had blocked their exit and they were stuck for 
about 30 minutes while the guide tried to get to them with 
a vehicle. The lions charged and backed off repeatedly. 
Eventually, the vehicle reached them. Richard climbed 
onto the tracker’s seat while the others piled onto the 
back and they safely left the scene. 

“At the time, I didn’t feel scared. I just had to think. It was 
only when I got back to my house and sat down that I felt 
shocked by what had happened.”

Still tracking

Nowadays, Richard still loves to track big cats. He says the 
Klaserie is quiet and open and there is a lot of room to 
track without bumping into a vehicle. 

“They are financial animals. People come from Europe and 
America to see them, so they must live. Sometimes when 
we find them, and they are feeding on a kudu, the tourists 
want to cry, and they feel sorry for them. But I explain 
that it is the same when we cook our food to eat – this is 
what lions do to feed. In the end, they always feel lucky to 
actually see lions in the wild,” he says.

Richard continues to practice the ancient craft of tracking, 
just as his brothers do and as their father did before 
them. Looking ahead, he aspires to be a guide so that he 
can have the opportunity to interact more with guests 
and talk to them about the bush. He plans to take his 
qualifications further and work towards developing his 
career. 

LION TRACKER 
RICHARD NYATI
Words Chloë Cooper | Photo Sabrina Chielens

LEGENDS LEGENDS
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Venturing out into the wild is 
nothing short of exciting with 
inevitable high hopes for rare 
animals and interesting behaviour 

to photograph. Any and all photographers 
are the same, we want and pray for 
the incredible. We want to be able to 
photograph something so beautiful, unique 
and rare that it, in turn, makes us stand out 
from the digital crowd of photographers 
that post online. But what does this do our 
psyche? Most photographers have limited 
time out in the bush, and to only be focused 
on obtaining the near-impossible – doesn’t 
this seem a bit crazy? To be blinkered 
and ignore so much that could result in 
greatness? 

I always advise any photographer, 
especially those stepping into African 
wildlife photography, to take advantage of 
everything. The birds, the impalas, zebras, 
dung beetles – look for any and every 
opportunity and take it. Apply your creative 
eye and skills to photograph the normal in 
a unique way, otherwise you risk a small 
and non-varied portfolio of images and 
experiences. A collection of images should 
be like a well-balanced meal; of course, 
the steak is what’s going to get everyone’s 
attention, but it’s also the vegetables and 
sides that make it complete. 

Composition is the difference between a 
snap-shot and a photograph. The moment 
you begin thinking about your framing, what 
to include and what to exclude, how the 
light is working, where you should position 
things – you’re immediately painting 
an image based on your own artistic 
sensibilities. As such, this is the single most 
important creative decision you can make 
– so don’t waste it. Simple tricks, like leaving 
negative space (extra space in the photo for 
the subject to move or look into) drastically 
elevates the story of your subject and 
scene and enables any audience to engage 
quicker and for longer. The rule of thirds is 
a visual guideline for composing, where the 
image is divided into even thirds, and used 
across not just photography but also in film 
and painting. The aim is to have important/
key subjects line up on either of the lines 
or crosshairs where vertical and horizontal 
lines overlap. This is a very old, true and 
tested technique to bring balance to your 
photographs, and it’s one of the first things 
taught in any camera workshop; however, 
it should not be considered as a rule. Rules 
ultimately restrict art, and art is all about 
creative liberties and freedom, so don’t feel 
bound to it.

Wildlife photography: 
Tips for effective storytelling

Published wildlife photographer, Samuel Cox, is the lead photographic 
guide and project manager for the photography programme at 
African Impact. He teaches volunteers the value of meaningful 
wildlife photography in addition to coaching participants through 
the technological capabilities of their cameras. Through a series of 
articles he is writing for our publication, Sam is sharing some of his top 
photography tips with Klaserie Chronicle readers. Get ready to take notes 
and improve your wildlife photography game!

Words and photos Samuel Cox

PHOTOGRAPHY PHOTOGRAPHY 
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Now, it can be daunting at first to have to think about so 
many different things. After all, when you see your first 
leopard, are you really going to be able to think about 
shutter speed, ISO, aperture, lighting, subject movement, 
composition, etc.? Probably not… just do your best, 
but make sure to enjoy the sighting first and foremost. 
However, all those aspects of photography in due time 
become subconscious and automatic; like with any skill, 
you’ll soon realise you’re able to do it without really 
thinking about it. However, the one thing we always need 
to be aware of and constantly in check of, is of course our 
own safety. 

Photographers like to push boundaries; we want to get 
close, we want to get low, we want to capture excitement 
and danger, but striving too far into this can easily and 
quickly lead you into dangerous situations, especially if 
you’re not an expert or trained in animal behaviour. It’s 
always a case of remembering that it’s a privilege to be 
in the wild, to be amongst these fascinating animals and 
creatures, and not to abuse that. Respect an animal’s 
space, stay as quiet as possible when in close proximity, 
keep movements to a minimum and use your peripherals 
to occasionally check your surroundings – don’t get 
lost down your viewfinder. And of course, make sure 
to stay hydrated! I’m very aware I sound like a nagging 
mother to my volunteers and guests, but I’ve seen what 
a lack of hydration and too much time in the sun can 
result in. Once something is happening in front of them, 
photographers tune a lot of things out, and water, shade, 
food and their own wellbeing is often easily sacrificed. It’s 
never worth it; pushing too far today risks your chances 
of photographing tomorrow. 

And finally, after your own health, what’s most important? 
Your photographs! The thousands of digital files you’ve 
lovingly captured and the end result of your travels, 
efforts and money spent. They need to be backed up, 
there’s no question of this importance. If you can’t carry 
a laptop, there are plenty of portable devices that can 
you can automatically back up to. There are still way too 
many nightmarish stories of memory cards failing, being 
lost and stolen that it should be an automatic process for 
any photographer to back up their work. When you arrive 
back from any drive or activity, back-up your photos; 
memory cards are a vessel to capture and transfer 
photographs and shouldn’t be used as storage. Once 
you’re back home from your adventure, having a second 
back-up (via another hard drive or the cloud) is preferable. 
You never want to be in a position where, if one element 
breaks such as a hard drive, computer or memory card, 
you’ve lost all of your work. That heartbreak is hard to 
move on from. 

“ Photographers like to push 
boundaries; we want to get 

close, we want to get low, we 
want to capture excitement 

and danger.”

PHOTOGRAPHY 
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The steenbok Raphicerus campestris 
is a common, small antelope in the 
Klaserie Private Nature Reserve 
(KPNR), but perhaps I can tell you a 

few facts about it that you may not know. 

The steenbok and the less common Sharpe’s 
grysbok Raphicerus sharpei are the two 
smallest antelope in the reserve, both having 
a height of only just over 50 centimetres at 
the shoulder, but the steenbok is slightly 
heavier, weighing in at almost 15 kilograms. 
It is a lovely little chap with reddish-brown 
colouring, a black Y-shaped stripe on the 
muzzle and very large ears that are a distin-
guishing feature. Only the male has horns, 
which are short, upright and sharply point-
ed. They are solitary animals with very small 
territories and when you see two together 
they are either in breeding mode, or you are 
seeing a female with her offspring that is not 
yet weaned.

Steenbok are remarkable in that they can 
survive in extreme drought conditions 
without water to drink. Their metabolism is 
such that they require very little moisture 
and they get this from the vegetation they 
feed on. When there is almost no green 
vegetation they will dig for roots and tubers 
and eat berries and fruit to get moisture 
that way. When vegetation is available they 
browse on herbs and small shrubs, but will 
also graze on grass to a lesser extent. Some-
times when you see them in open grassveld 
they appear to be grazing, but on most 
occasions they are eating small forbs grow-
ing between grass tufts. They feed during 
the day and at night, but during the heat of 
the day they lie down in shade under cover. 
Habitat preference is open acacia woodland 
and tall grassveld.

The steenbok is the only local antelope to 
bury its urine and dung. They prepare a 
small depression with their front hooves, 
leave a deposit and then cover it up with 
the front hooves again. On most occasions 
though they are not burying the dung com-
pletely, but merely covering it with soil. This 
is one way of marking their territory which 
is normally very small, no more than one 
square kilometre.

As steenbok are small and solitary they are 
preyed on by a wide variety of predators, 

including lion, leopard, cheetah, caracal, 
wild dog and spotted hyena. Young also 
fall prey to pythons, eagles, baboons and 
jackals. Out of protected areas they are also 
snared by humans and hunted by domestic 
dogs. One wonders how some manage to 
survive with so many predators, but they 
are adept at avoiding threats by lying low in 
thick cover. If approached closely, they sprint 
away, making leaps every few paces, then 
drop out of sight into a patch of cover, or 
stop and watch for pursuit. They also hide in 
large holes in the ground, such as aardvark 
tunnels.

Breeding takes place at any time of the year. 
Just a single fawn is born, and it remains 
prone under cover until weaned after about 
three months. If discovered in this position 
by predators it will not survive but the moth-
er comes in heat again soon. This helps the 
species to survive.

When next you see these lovely little chaps 
in the KPNR enjoy them and recall what you 
now know about them. It is wonderful having 
them in the reserve.

 A delightful
little antelope

MAMMAL ID MAMMAL ID

Words Peter Lawson 

© Photo Jacques de Villiers
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If I asked you to imagine a typical African 
safari, no doubt your minds would conjure 
up images of khaki Land Cruisers adorned 
with tourists peeping over the telescopic 

lenses of their cameras at fat-bellied lions 
lounging in the grass.

Don’t get me wrong, there’s a lot to love about 
vehicle-based safaris – not least the intimacy 
and closeness of the wildlife encounters that 
guides are able to produce. Over time, the 
animals that grace these wilderness areas 
have become accustomed to the presence 
of the vehicles, allowing guests an up-close-
and-personal experience of Africa’s most 

charismatic species (read: “bitey”, “very big” or 
“has a rather pointy horn/ill temper”).

A less stereotypical district of safari rapidly 
gaining popularity is bushwalking, in which 
guests ditch their three-tonne, steel safety 
blanket and embark on a journey into the 
bush by foot. Now fully immersed in nature, 
devoid of roaring car engines and completely 
reliant on your guide’s impeccable bush 
knowledge, this activity has the potential to 
be both relaxing and exhilarating. So, why 
participate in a bushwalk? Here are a few 
reasons:

5
to go on a walking safari

 reasons 1 Spot some of the fascinating smaller stuff 

The moment you slow down the pace of safari you begin 
to notice the intricacies of the bush. Perhaps it is the 
trio of southern foam nest frogs perched on a waterside 
branch or the superbly camouflaged eggs of a Water 

Thick-knee, so closely resembling speckled Easter eggs 
that you suddenly question your craving for chocolate. 
Winged termites emerging from tiny underground holes 
and taking flight to start new colonies, the mauve blooms 
of a black stick lily concealed in the granite rocks or the 
perfectly spherical remains of an old dung beetle ball – all 
details of bewildering beauty that are so easily overlooked 
on a game drive.

Words and photos Elly Gearing

GUIDING GUIDING
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2 Experience the thrill of setting foot in the  
animal’s world 

It is one thing to see a large animal from the car, but 
it is an entirely different experience to view one on 
foot. And let me tell you, an elephant bull looks far 
bigger when you’re not sitting in the back row of a 
game vehicle, relaxing at eye level with the gentle 
pachyderm as he strolls casually by. Bushwalking 
results in you becoming an active participant in 
the animal’s world, rather than just a spectator. 
Suddenly, wind direction and position of the sun 
become highly important and your approach of 
potentially dangerous animals is entirely dictated 
by your environment. Quickly, you develop an acute 
awareness that your actions may alter the behaviour 
of these animals, just as theirs may dictate yours. 
Merely discussing and interpreting the tracks and 
signs of creatures that tread the path before you – 
the rounded spoor of a male lion or the intricate map 
of cracks in the sole of an elephant’s foot – builds an 
excitement within you that is palpable and challenging 
to explain.

3 Head into untouched areas, unreachable by vehicles 

Unfortunately for guides, wildlife very rarely puts on a NatGeo-worthy 
performance by the roadside and instead chooses to conceal itself in the 
depths of thickets. Manoeuvring the lumbering 4x4 behemoth of a game 
vehicle through the gaps in shrubs and negotiating the perilous branches of 
knob thorn trees certainly isn’t a graceful affair. However, such circumstances 
are not feared by those on foot! Ducking under branches, hopping over giant 
boulders and scrambling up hillsides to reach the best viewpoints provides the 
bushwalker with an unmatched freedom of movement. In fact, the ability to 
traverse otherwise inaccessible landscapes and discover the yet-to-be-explored 
corners of the wilderness is one of the unique wonders of walking safaris. To 
imagine that you might be one of the privileged few human beings to set foot in 
a certain area is mind-boggling, and one can’t help but feel an innate, ancestral 
connection to the land under foot.

4 Walking is a low-impact safari experience 

The media is abuzz with documentaries and articles surrounding the increasing 
importance of cherishing and conserving our last remaining natural areas. As 
such, more and more environmentally minded folk are now searching for “low 
impact” holiday options. Simply paying to come on safari in a protected area 
means you are supporting the industry and providing much-needed funds 
for the conservation of endangered species. However, vehicle traffic can be 
damaging to the environment and guides follow strict rules when it comes 
to driving off-road, avoiding sensitive areas that are prone to degradation. 
Choosing to do your safari on foot reduces pollution, is far less damaging to 
the environment and is a great source of low-impact exercise. In other words, 
everybody wins!

5 Build a deeper connection to nature 

Above all else, bushwalking allows guests to become completely immersed in 
nature. After spending a few days walking through the wilds of Africa, many 
begin to realise that the bush is a redemptive space. Their senses, previously 
numbed by the over-stimulating nature of big cities, become heightened and 
they find themselves tuning into the sounds and smells around them. Picture 
yourself gazing up a rocky hillside in front of you. The steady repetitiveness of 
your footfall become almost meditative as you approach the crest. Panoramic 
views of the Kruger landscape open up around you and you have to pause to 
take it all in. It is here that your perspective changes. Standing atop this rocky 
outcrop, surrounded by nothing but the vast African savannah on which your 
distant ancestors once lived, you suddenly realise that you are just a small piece 
of something so much greater.

GUIDING GUIDING
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MEGA
FLOCKS

The Red-billed Quelea Quelea 
quelea is one of the most 
abundant birds on the planet 
with an estimated population of 

1.5 billion individuals – of which over 33 
million reside in the Kruger National Park 
alone. Highly gregarious, they are easily 
identified in the African bushveld by their 
small, sparrow-like size and propensity 
to fly in flocks numbering in the 
hundreds, if not thousands, at a time. 
Breeding season in South Africa takes 
place between December and January 
after the rains have produced sufficient 
fresh grass (and seeds) with which to 
construct their nests and to feed on. 

When conditions are just right, the 
mega-flock assembles around large 
tracts of thornveld – up to 80 hectares 
in size. Feeding mostly on grass seed 
and cereals, the flock moves in a 
mesmerising ‘rolling pattern’ where 
the birds feeding on the ground at the 
back of the group fly overhead to the 
fresh seed at the front in a continual 
fashion. Their ability to fly in such tight 
unison is down to something known as 
allelomimetic behaviour. Each individual 
has a sense of its own personal space 
and can consider up to six or seven 
birds around it at any one time. If one 
of these neighbours moves closer, the 
bird responds in a fraction of a second, 
in effect mimicking the movement in the 
same direction. The fascinating result is 
like a “Mexican wave” moving through 
the flock as the birds all seem to turn 
and react as a single mind. Miniature Birds

BIRDINGBIRDING

Words Emily Whiting
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Currently at Klaserie Drift Safari Camps, we 
are experiencing a wondrous Quelea specta-
cle as they gather in their millions to breed. 
Enormous flocks seem to fly continuously 
overhead, dancing across the sky as they go, 
and the cacophony of whistles and chatter is 
almost deafening as the birds seek to create 
and defend their small territories. Preferring 
acacia tree species in which to build their 
nests, some larger trees have been known 
to be crammed with up to 3,000 nests at a 
time, although up to 100 is more common.

The male partner will begin constructing 
the nest by using both his beak and feet to 
twine grass into a ring-shape around the two 
branches of a forked twig, securing it in place 
with knots. At this stage, a female will solicit 
mating by depressing her tail and quiver-
ing her wings, with the two consequently 
forming a monogamous pair for the nesting 
period. The duo will complete the nest within 
a couple of days, using up to 700 grass strips to create a 
small, ball-shaped nest with an open entrance at the side. 
Ten to 12 days later, between two and four altricial chicks 
hatch and are fed on a diet of mostly insects during this 
early, intensive growth phase. Incredibly, just two weeks 
after hatching, the chicks are able to fly and, at three 
weeks old, become fully independent. 

However, this glut of avian activity does not go unnoticed 
in the wider community. An enormous array of predators 
are attracted to the area to feast on the helpless chicks, 
including many species of Eagles, Vultures, Falcons and 
Goshawks to name but a few. A quick drive through the 

area at Klaserie Drift reveals at least one bird of prey 
perched on almost every large tree, far and wide. Un-
expectedly, other birds such as Western Cattle Egrets, 
Owls, Striated Herons and even Hornbills are common 
predators; as are small cats, genets, mongooses, jackals, 
snakes, rock monitors, the occasional leopard and even 
armoured bush crickets. In fact, the temptation of such a 
plentiful feast has recorded predation rates of up to 60% 
in the Kruger National Park.

With nest construction having only just been completed 
here in the Klaserie, we are looking forward to a few more 
weeks of this breeding and feeding frenzy to come!

BIRDING

© Emily Whiting



KLASERIE CHRONICLE | ISSUE 50 KLASERIE CHRONICLE | ISSUE 50

Autumn 2020 Autumn 2020036 037

“Black-bellied Bustards prefer 
open savannah with long grass, 
whereas its smaller cousin, the 

Korhaan, can be seen in wooded 
landscapes.”

The Black-bellied Bustard Lissotis melanogaster was 
previously known as the Black-bellied Korhaan, 
but the name was changed because Korhaans 
are endemic to southern Africa while Bustards 

occur further afield. They both occur in the Klaserie 
Private Nature Reserve (KPNR), but their habitat is slightly 
different. Black-bellied Bustards prefer open savannah 
with long grass, whereas its smaller cousin, the Korhaan, 
can be seen in wooded landscapes.

Both species are reasonably similar in appearance with 
male birds having black on the belly, but the Bustard is 
slightly larger and has a long neck with the male birds 
having a black stripe down the front from chin to belly. 
Another distinguishing feature is its white cheeks and 
white primary feathers, which are seen in flight.

When you come across a male bird, stay with it for a 
while and perhaps you will be witness to his unique and 
amusing display when showing off to a nearby female. 
He stands upright on prominent, exposed ground (often 
a low termite mound), his neck will be fully extended, 
and he then utters a slurred frog-like “quaaarck”. Watch 
carefully as he withdraws his neck rapidly and utters an 
explosive sound “kw-ick”, like a cork being pulled from 

a bottle. If a female is close by, I just love watching her 
reaction. She ignores him completely and I imagine she is 
probably saying: “You silly show-off.”

When nesting, the female makes a shallow scrape in the 
ground and lays two eggs. No nest is constructed, but 
the eggs are difficult to locate as they are well hidden 
among tufts of long grass. Additionally, the eggs are 
brown in colour with darker mottling and blend into 
the surrounding ground. The eggs are incubated by the 
female for about 23 days. She undertakes all parental 
care of the eggs and young without any male assistance… 
So perhaps he is just a show-off!

Words Peter Lawson 

©  Jacques de Villiers
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Dry Run After the early rains of 2020, 
it may seem like a time 
of plenty in the Olifants 
River catchment, but don’t 

bank on it lasting, says Dr Sharon 
Pollard, Director of the Association 
for Water and Rural Development. 
She warned of looming job losses 
and water shortages in Hoedspruit 
and Phalaborwa if unsustainable 
plans to transfer water out of the 
Olifants are implemented.

“If these plans are sanctioned, 
water security in 2020 and beyond 
is far from guaranteed,” she said, 
speaking after a meeting with 
stakeholders from the lower and 
middle Olifants that focused on 
proposed inter-basin transfers to 
Polokwane. The contentious plans 
include increased volumes of water 
transfers from De Hoop Dam on 
the Steelpoort River (in the middle 
Olifants) to mining and domestic 
users, including to domestic users 
in Polokwane and Mokopane in the 
neighbouring Sand River catchment.

According to Pollard, this could 
have serious knock-on effects, 
putting 10,000 agricultural jobs 
in the Blyde irrigated area at risk 
and threatening Lepelle Northern 
Waters’ supply of drinking water 
to lower Olifants users, including 
Hoedspruit and Phalaborwa. “The 
science is clear. Even under current 
circumstances, we run out of 
water annually. Increasing off-take 
from 30 to 150 megalitres would 
jeopardise an already stressed 
system, threatening South Africa’s 
second biggest irrigation scheme, 
Kruger’s wildlife and associated 
economy, and subsistence 
livelihoods in Mozambique,” she 
said.

Increasing off-takes by 300% 
also has serious water quality 
implications. “The less the flow, 

the less the dilution capacity of 
the Olifants River, and the greater 
the water quality implications for 
downstream users,” says Pollard. 

The potential impact on livelihoods 
beyond Massingir Dam in 
Mozambique is also huge. “Without 
these freshwater releases from 
Massingir, hundreds of hectares 
of arable land will salt up and be 
rendered unusable,” says Hugo 
Retief, who has been working with 
Dr Pollard along with Mozambican 
partners, the Association for Water 
and Rural Development (AWARD) to 
build resilience within the Olifants 
catchment through the USAID-
funded RESILIM-Olifants project.

“Given our country’s water 
challenges, it is easy to forget 
the fact that the Olifants River 
flows through Kruger and into 
Mozambique. Massingir Dam, 
which lies just across the border in 
Mozambique faces its own set of 
problems, including algal blooms 
and reduced capacity to release 
water to prevent saltwater intrusion 
of the downstream floodplain,” he 
notes. 

Part of AWARD’s work under 
RESILIM-O has been to bring 
together water resource users 
and decision-makers from across 
the water sector to address 
these issues. They have held 
and participated in workshops 
with representatives from large-
scale commercial farmers to 
smallholders, as well as from various 
water boards, the national and 
regional Department of Water and 
Sanitation, and members of water 
forums in the upper, middle and 
lower Olifants. These include water 
user associations, representatives 
from the mining sector and from 
mining-affected communities, from 
Kruger and from Mozambique.

“Most of the stakeholders we have 
engaged with say that the plans to 
extract more water from the Olifants 
are not feasible,” says Pollard. 
This isn’t the only challenge the 
catchment faces, as river users also 
contend with unlawful water use 
and stalled bureaucratic processes 
which pose a further challenge to 
revitalising the sector’s plans. 

“ Given our country’s water challenges, it is easy to forget the 
fact that the Olifants River flows through Kruger and into 

Mozambique. Massingir Dam, which lies just across the border in 
Mozambique faces its own set of problems…”

Words Dianne Tipping-Woods 

10,000 jobs at risk as plans to bleed the Olifants 
River dry threaten wildlife and livelihoods in 

South Africa and Mozambique

RESEARCH RESEARCH
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“With this number of challenges, we need innovative and 
adaptive system-wide management of the Olifants River 
Catchment. But sadly, we are facing exactly the opposite 
situation,” says Pollard. Dr Jai Clifford-Holmes, who works 
with Dr Pollard, notes that key planning documents, 
such as the Olifants River Reconciliation Strategy (which 
seeks to reconcile growing demands with the forecasted 
water supply) are based on overly optimistic assumptions 
and outdated information. Perhaps most seriously, the 
planning strategy estimates that there is double the 
quantity of available groundwater, ignoring much lower 
figures from recent groundwater assessments.

“These planning documents over-estimate our ability to 
constrain the growing water demand of urban, mining, 
and agricultural users, whilst simultaneously being over-
confident about alternative forms of water supply,” says 
Clifford-Holmes. Part of the problem is that many of these 
planning documents are anywhere from five to 15 years 
old and contain hydrological estimates that desperately 
need revising. The most recent national hydrological study 
(2012), for example, shows that there is 30% less available 
water than in 2005. 

Add the effects of climate change to the mix, and 
things look even worse.  Climate change assessments 
published in December 2018 by esteemed hydrologist, 
Professor Roland Schultze predict an overall increase in 
temperature in the Olifants catchment. 

Irrigators will be one of the users most at risk. Crop 
irrigation requirements in the Olifants catchment are 
forecasted to increase with climate change by 4% to 12%. 
This means that simply to harvest the same yield, using 
the same crop types, farmers will need to use between 
4% and 12% more water than they are currently using. 

Concerned stakeholders have requested a new 
reconciliation strategy that incorporates climate change 
and more recent data around ground water availability 
and user demand. “Our objective is to lobby government 
to reassess water availability and allocations in the 
Olifants, because if we don’t do that, there is a good 
chance it's going to run out,” Pollard concluded. 

For more information, visit www.award.org.za.

 

 

 

 

Buying, selling, renting  

If you are thinking of selling we would 
love to help you market your property 

015 793 2712  
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Who was the injured bird?
This female was originally ringed as an adult in 2007 as 
part of the neighbouring group of birds, called Pitlochry, 
and she was estimated to be at least 20 years old. 
She was last seen in 2015 at KPNR Headquarters with 
her group, so we can presume that since then a new 
breeding female took over in the Pitlochry group and this 
female was perhaps looking for a new group. 

The release
It was clear that we couldn’t release this bird back into the 
territory we found her in. We decided to release her into 
an area where there were no actively breeding groups in 
order to avoid disturbance to breeding in surrounding 
territories. 

When we arrived at the release site and opened her 
crate, we were surprised to see that she did not want 
to leave. We thought this was a bit unusual, so we had 
a good look inside the crate to check that all was OK. To 
our disbelief, we found she had laid an egg during her 

transportation from Pretoria! The weather wasn’t great, 
and sunset was looming, so we decided to leave her in 
the crate and take her back to Hoedspruit where she 
spent the night inside. The egg was removed and sent to 
the Mabula Ground Hornbill Project for analysis. 

The following day, we took her back to the release sight, 
and again, she was reluctant to leave the crate; perhaps 
intimidated. We lifted her out and once she tasted 
freedom again, there was no hesitation and she took off 
into the distance.

 
 
 
 

A surprising find
On the morning of 4 December, during one of our routine 
nest checks to monitor Ground Hornbill breeding in the 
Associated Private Nature Reserves (APNR), we found 
an injured female Ground Hornbill inside the nest on 
Copenhagen farm in the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve 
(KPNR). On arrival at the nest site, a female bird flew from 
the nest and we presumed it to be the resident female 
of the group. However, as we inspected the nest, we 
were surprised to see another female inside. She was 
lying on her side and was clearly severely injured. We 
know these are group-living birds and their typical social 
structure permits only one adult female per group, so we 
could only assume that the female seen leaving the nest 
when we arrived had been attacking the intruding female 

bird. While we were on site, the Copenhagen group sat 
perched in a nearby tree and performed a full territorial 
call. We could identify two males and a female vocalising.

The injured female was very limp and unresponsive, 
and she had numerous head wounds. Her injuries were 
assessed by veterinarian, Dr Joel Alves and it was agreed 
that she should make the journey to Onderstepoort to 
receive further specialised treatment. 

After only four days, we were relieved to hear that she 
was given the all-clear to be released back into the APNR, 
so on 10 December we collected her and transported her 
back to the reserve. 

“ We could only assume that the 
female seen leaving the nest 
when we arrived had been 

attacking the intruding female 
bird.”

RESEARCH RESEARCH

Words Kyle Middleton
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An update on Copenhagen nest
Not long after the recovered bird was released, we 
checked the Copenhagen nest again and found that 
the resident female had laid a single egg of her own. 
The blood and feathers from her recent attack on the 
intruding female was still evident in the nest.  

After about 60 days, when we did the rounds at 
Copenhagen once again, we noticed that the chick was 
no longer in the nest. Ordinarily, we could only have 
speculated, but fortunately we had put a camera trap 
up at the nest site, so we had a chance of finding out 
what had happened. 

We were amazed by what we saw. Our footage 
showed that the nestling was predated on by a young 
male leopard. We watched the clip, which showed the 
leopard flushing the adult female and climbing inside 
to find the two-week-old nestling. The footage also 
showed the birds flying around as the leopard preyed 
on their chick. For several days after the incident, the 
leopard continued to inspect the nest and we could 
hear the protesting Ground Hornbills vocalising their 
concern. 

Despite this unfortunate outcome for the Copenhagen 
group, this incident has provided valuable data for 
our research on what predates on Ground Hornbill 
nestlings. 
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Seeking out 
Nature is continuously changing and, throughout 

the seasons, the species we see here in the 
Klaserie Private Nature Reserve (KPNR) seamlessly 

adapt to these natural quarterly transitions. From 
the termites and trees to the big cats and birdlife, the 
behaviour of the Klaserie residents shifts appropriately to 
accommodate the availability of food and water.

The scattered showers of summer along with its torrential 
downpours have totally transformed the landscape, 
turning it from gold to green. Every river, waterhole and 
even puddle is now full to the brim and bustling with 
life. Africa On Foot guide, JC, talks about his most recent 
sightings in their corner of the KPNR, and how this 
summer has brought with it not only an abundance of 
rain, but a whole new set of special animal encounters.

Big cats

The Vuyela coalition are becoming part of the furniture 
around Africa on Foot, although they do still wander 

far and wide. Made up of five males, this coalition is yet 
to make their mark on a particular territory, venturing 
all over the Klaserie and even crossing over into the 
Timbavati. These ambitious lions have become experts in 
taking down giraffe and over the last year have been seen 
snacking on eight different carcasses, as well as kudu and 
buffalo. 

In this particular sighting they were taking a break from 
the hunt to digest their previous meal and enjoy the cover 
of the lush green grass that has shot up following the 
summer rains.

Leopards are elusive at the best of times, but in summer, 
things get twice as hard. The dense bush and long grass 
make seeing these spotted cats a shifty business! JC, 
however, seems to have a knack of seeking them out, 
even in the thickest foliage or the darkest night. This 
young cat was found on a calm evening, happily resting in 
the arms of a marula tree.

SIGHTINGS SIGHTINGS

summer sightings
Words Gemma Thomas| Photos Juan Carlos Alonso
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Wild dogs

JC’s sighting of the week, however, has to go to the 
wonderful wild dogs, a firm favourite for guests and 
guides alike. He gave us the lowdown on this, and what he 
loved about his afternoon spent with the pack: 

“It’s special seeing a large pack of over 20 dogs on the 
move – how they coordinate their movements and 
manage to regroup if they get separated. Because they’re 
such successful hunters, it’s always exciting to watch 
them, and if you manage to keep up with them, you’ll 
likely see a kill. We weren’t the only ones tracking their 
movements; it’s common to see both hyenas and vultures 
trailing the pack, and this day was no different.

I really enjoyed watching the dogs as they stopped 
periodically at pans and dams to rehydrate and refresh, 
almost like athletes during half-time. As for the hyenas, 
it’s impressive to see how quickly they find the kills and 
how willing they are to potentially sustain an injury to 
steal from the dogs. Being considerably larger than their 
painted rivals, hyenas can easily fend off the dogs. I’ve 
seen as many as six to eight individuals going at one 
hyena, yet it escaped without much harm. 

However, the best moment of the morning was watching 
both the dogs and hyenas at Buffel Dam. Enemies until 
the end but ultimately sharing the same waterhole 
without any hostility.” 

No two days are alike in 
this wilderness, and it’s this 
constant transformation 
within the ecosystems that 
provides us with inimitable 
moments within our natural 
world.
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Sunday 19 January 2020
06:00
 
It was Sunday morning and we woke up to the 

sound of wild dogs running around our house at Makumu 
Private Game Lodge. When we stepped onto our deck, 
we saw them all over the place, running from left to right, 
while a herd of impalas sped off in every direction.

We watched them from our deck for a while, and then 
decided to hop on the Land Rover to get a closer look. 
We found them just below the hill on which Makumu is 
situated, all gathered together in the middle of the road 
and on the surrounding green grass. Some were playful, 
while others were totally at ease. The blood on their faces 
and fur was a dead giveaway and, considering the impalas 
we had just seen, it was pretty clear what we had missed 
before they arrived at the lodge. 

A pack of 38 African wild dogs cross the raging Klaserie River in a captivating scene at Makumu 
Private Game Lodge.

WATER DOGS!
SIGHTINGS SIGHTINGS

Words Karin Seger
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The pack was extraordinarily large. We counted 38 
of them, along with one, lone spotted hyena, which 
appeared to be following the group of dogs. 
 
Suddenly, they were on the move again, headed back in 
our direction, towards Makumu and the Klaserie River. 
They were so close to us, surrounding us on all sides as 
we drove very slowly alongside them. 
 
We watched the hyena and two of the wild dogs walk side 
by side, searching the area, smelling the air around them. 
Seemingly out of nowhere, a steenbok lost its nerve and 
stood up from a hiding place beneath a bush where he 
had remained undetected by the pack as they passed. 
The steenbok bolted and was immediately chased by the 
entire pack up the hill and out of our sight.
 
It had rained heavily during the night, and the rivers 
around Makumu had risen significantly, but we wanted to 
check and see if there was a chance we could cross in the 
vehicle. As we drove down toward the Klaserie River, we 
found the whole pack of dogs together again. They were 
at the water’s edge, drinking, playing, chilling – the hyena 
still hanging around them. Suddenly, they started to move 
along the fast flowing Klaserie River, and it became clear 
to us that they were searching for the best spot to cross. 
 
What followed was an incredible spectacle. We watched 
as the dogs took the plunge, one after the other, following 
the leader of the pack into the river. Eventually, only two 
dogs were left behind, seemingly too afraid to make the 
dangerous crossing. They made such a noise, vocalising 
loudly as they ran nervously up and down the bank. 
 
As we watched the pack running emerging on the other 
side and breaking into a run, we saw one of the last few 
crossing the river further downstream and running to 
catch up. We can be quite sure that the last members of 
the group made it too because we didn’t find them on our 
side of the river after the incident. 

A truly unexpected and unforgettable moment we were 
lucky enough to witness!

SIGHTINGS SIGHTINGS
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LION
SOLO

We were heading to a 
nearby pan to see 
if we could locate a 
female leopard that 

likes to hang around in that area. 
On our arrival, we saw the signs 
that a kill had taken place. We knew 
that it was big and whoever had 
come out victorious was still on their 
prize! Hundreds of vultures were 
circling overhead and descending 
on the nearby trees, waiting for their 
opportunity to get a piece of the kill. 

We thought about investigating on 
foot to see if we could pick up any 
tell-tale signs, but tracking through 
thick mopane in summer is not for 
the faint of heart. Visibility is limited, 
and danger could be closer than 
you think. We stepped down into 
the drainage line where we had 
better vision to see if we could catch 
a glimpse of what had happened. 

Without much luck, we headed back 
to the vehicle, but it would soon 
become clear that we were closer to 
the predator and its kill than we had 
thought. 

We circled the block to see if there 
were any signs of what was on the 
menu and who was busy enjoying 
the feast. After driving for a few 
hundred meters we finally discovered 
where it had all begun. A big male 
lion track presented itself in the 
sand. We followed the direction of 
the paw prints and soon stumbled 
upon more tracks – this time an adult 
giraffe. As we pursued, the puzzle 
pieces started coming together. 
Eventually, the two sets of tracks 
disappeared off the road and into 
the mopane thicket. We knew we had 
to be close. 

We ventured just off road and Bill 

and Sydney carefully traced the 
movements on the ground. After 
several minutes, we heard the sound 
of something being dragged. We 
didn’t have a clear visual, but through 
the thick vegetation, we got a glimpse 
of the giraffe on the ground. Spotted! 
We immediately re-routed and chose 
the best course inward, navigating 
the mopane block until we arrived 
on the scene of the crime. A very 
proud male lion with his kill: A female 
giraffe. 

After a quick assessment, we were 
surprised to see that he had taken 
down the giraffe on his own. This is 
a huge feat and it just goes to show 
how powerful these apex predators 
are. It is safe to say this fantastic 
sighting satisfied our craving for 
some excitement on game drive. It 
seems Mother Nature was listening 
this time!
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Over the last three years, and since the 
demise of the famous Dundee Pride, lion 
dynamics in the northern sector of the 
Klaserie Private Nature Reserve (KPNR) 

seems to have completely diminished. We are certain 
this is due to the drought that caused the early 
death or migration of many animals from the area, 
including large herds of Cape buffalo. Buffalo were a 
sought-after food source for the Dundee Pride as the 
pride’s numbers exceeded 25 including the cubs. As 

food sources became scarce and the herds began to 
move from the area, the Dundee Pride was forced to 
split into smaller numbers. As they started traveling 
further and numbers became scarcer, sightings 
became few and far between. The final sighting of 
this once notorious pride in the north was in early 
2017 – two skinny females, vocalising heavily and 
moving into the Balule Nature Reserve, trailed by a 
clan of hyenas. Since that day they were not to be 
seen again and the roars in the north were gone. 

ROARS 
RETURN

SIGHTINGS

Words Craig Reid | Photos Stefan Steenkamp
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Until now… 

Once the drought came to an end, the 
vegetation took some time to recover; 
hence, the large herds of grazers did not 
immediately return. During this time, 
lions had not been completely absent 
from the north, and a few nomadic 
males came through every now and 
then. However, they wouldn’t stay for 
more than a day or two, which was 
frustrating to say the least. Tracks of a 
few individuals were found on the odd 
occasion close to our eastern cutline, 
but they always seemed to head back 
into the eastern block. It was almost as 
if there was an invisible fence stopping 
them from coming into the north. All 
seemed lost for the lion dynamics in the 
northern sector, but we were proven 
wrong. 

This past December, the rain 
transformed the north of the KPNR. 
The grazers returned in numbers. Large 
herds of zebra, wildebeest and the 
occasional breeding herd of Cape buffalo 
have been sighted over the last three 
months. With the numbers of our grazers 
and browsers being restored, so have the 
numbers of our largest predator: lion. 

Two young lionesses, aged about three and a half, have been sighted 
actively marking and vocalising around the central Dundee sector. They 
appear to be sisters that have come in from our western boundary with 
Balule.

A portion of the famous River Pride has been seen every so often, 
vocalising on the Thompson’s property along with four cubs and one 
of their dominant males. This is very exciting news as they could be 
establishing territory further into the northern sector.

Last, but certainly not least, three new unidentified young males 
ventured into the north at the start of the new year. Estimated at 
roughly three years old, these three males have been seen marking 
around Ivory Wilderness and The Last Word Kitara. Could this be the 
Dundee Pride’s bloodline, and will this attract the attention of River 
Pride males? Only time will tell!

As the lion dynamics in the north swing in our favour, we can only hope 
for more of these amazing sightings. Like we so often hear: “What rises 
must fall.” Hopefully this is the rise of something great and one day the 
large pride numbers will return to the northern Klaserie. 

SIGHTINGS
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In 2018, Kapama Private Reserve partnered with 
Eco Children to present regular capacity building 
workshops for grade R teachers. From this, a second 
arm of the project developed, where guests who stay 

at the lodge can travel to a local school and spend time 
with grade R learners. These excursions have proved 
incredibly popular amongst guests and learners alike.

Corné Havenga, CEO of Eco Children, explains why 
the grade R teacher capacity building project originally 
started: “Our grade R teacher workshops have proved 
very successful, with teachers really engaging in the 
workshops and implementing the learnings with learners 
in their class. We started these workshops because the 

early childhood development (ECD) phase has a significant 
impact on a child’s later development and we identified 
ECD as an area where we can make an improvement that 
will have a real and long-lasting impact.”

These workshops kicked off in 2018 and when Kapama 
approached Eco Children to get involved in a project, 
the link was obvious. “We wanted to involve the lodge in 
something where guests can get involved in the short 
term but have long-lasting positive memories of their 
contribution to positive change in the area. Interacting 
with these lovely children and the teachers that work with 
them every day, made perfect sense,” Havenga explains.

Kapama guests 
get involved

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY

Words Catharina Robbertze| Photos Sabrina Chielens
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Sabrina Chielens, project manager, agrees that the guests’ involvement has brought 
another level to the workshops. “We have had a wide range of guests coming to the 
school and they always enjoy connecting with the children and playing with them.  
As they realise everything they are doing is educational based, they enjoy it even 
more. The guests and the children usually can’t even understand each other but 
they find a way to connect and everyone has a lot of fun,” she said.

A day at the school

Guests usually kick off the day with a walk through the school’s Eco Village, where 
Eco Children’s involvement in the school is explained. From there they walk to the 
library where they meet the grade R learners for the first time.

Activities then usually kick off with a dance and a game with a big outdoor parachute 
(a highlight for the kids), before the learning activities start. On the basketball field, 
the children are divided into groups and do activities that improve gross motor 
activities, such as balancing beanbags on their heads, hula hoops, hopscotch and 
throwing and catching a ball with a friend. Once the gross motor activities are done, 
the children and the guests move indoors to play more games that focus on fine 
motor skills – these include building blocks, beading, painting, play dough and more.

Guests are free to get more or less involved with any of the above activities, 
depending on their preference, age, and energy levels. “Ultimately, these workshops 
are to improve the learners’ gross and fine motor skills but also to introduce guests 
to the organisation and the work that we do,” says Havenga. “We have found that 
an excursion like this adds an extra level of satisfaction to guests during their stay 
in the area and we encourage lodges in the area to contact us if they would like to 
launch a similar partnership,” she concludes.

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY
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Eco Children’s fifth library is officially in use 
at Mphaku Primary School and has an 
interesting backstory that stretches all the 
way across the Atlantic Ocean.

The story of the Mphaku library

Construction commenced early in 2019, and by 
Easter the facility was standing – albeit without any 
books inside. Enter Zach Hoexter, an American 
teenager living in New York. He visited Hoedspruit, 
specifically Mphaku Primary during a community 
service trip in 2017 and, when he returned home, 
he decided he wanted to do more to help this 
community.

He contacted Eco Children CEO, Corné Havenga 
and undertook to send 10,000 books to the 
school’s library. He hustled like the young go-
getter that he is, and not only collected 8,000 
books for the library, but also organised free 
shipping, import and land-based transport, all the 
way to Hoedspruit. By April last year, the books 
arrived at the school and the library started to 
take on shape. At the end of the winter holidays, 
soft  finishes such as bookshelves and computer 
systems were in place and towards the end of 
the year, the unpacking and organising of the 
books could begin, as well as training of the local 
librarian.

Come 2020, and the library at Mphaku Primary 
is one of the projects that the Eco Children 
team is most proud of, says Havenga.  “Zach’s 
determination and drive has inspired all of us at 
Eco Children to keep giving our all to all of our 
projects. Everything we do, is for the improvement 
of education in the area – including all of our 
libraries. Research has shown that literacy among 
South African youth is in a dire state – in 2016, 
we were placed last out of 50 countries in the 
Progress in International Reading Literacy Study 
(PIRLS),” she says. 

More than just libraries

Havenga continues: “It is a matter of grave 
concern that, according to PIRLS, 78% of South 

NOT JUST 
ANOTHER LIBRARY

COMMUNITY

Words Catharina Robbertze| Photos Sabrina Chielens

African learners in grade 4 cannot read for meaning and we 
absolutely must do what we can to try and address this issue. 
Building libraries at adopted schools isn’t just a matter of erecting 
a building, adding some books and sitting back and watching. Eco 
Children has committed to filling the shelves in these libraries 
with books and instilling a reading culture at the schools. We work 
hard with the teachers and learners at the schools to encourage 
reading and improve literacy by implementing a reading 
programme.”

“Just as Zach didn’t give up when he ran into challenges when 
collecting books for our library, we cannot afford to lose 
momentum. We have now built five libraries and are planning on 
adding another two to the fray in the coming year. We need to 
keep pushing to get enough books on the shelves at all of these 
facilities and guide the community to establish a strong culture of 
reading,” Havenga concludes.

What can you do?

The immediate need in this drive is books. “We still need 
thousands of age-appropriate books to fill the shelves of our five 
libraries,” says Havenga. “With two more on the way, this need 
won’t stop soon. Anyone who has old children’s books or who can 
donate to the cause otherwise, must please get in touch – this 
includes individuals, companies and publishing houses.”

To find out more, please email corne@ecochildren.co.za.
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We fully believe that, as with the 
elephants we study, the value 
of older individuals within 
societies should be harnessed 

to great educational value and far-reaching 
effect. Elephants are known for the so-called 
senator effect, where older individuals within 
their societies are respected as mentors and 
repositories of knowledge, allowing them to be 
fully integrated into day-to-day life. Elephants 
revere their elders, relying on their wisdom as 
mentors.

Within rural communities, the grandmothers or 
gogos, are not unlike elephant matriarchs – the 
leading grandmothers within an elephant herd. 
Human gogos also form the backbone of society 
and are culturally respected for the role they play 
in the guidance and education of their younger 
counterparts. They are the glue that holds it all 
together while youthful parents have to work 
far away or orphaned children are left destitute. 
In addition, these individuals have to work in 
the fields and are often left on the frontline of 
potential human-elephant-conflict over limited 
resources. Gogos are respected storytellers who 
carry the oral history of their people forward. 
They remember the days when we lived close 
to the land, integrated with wildlife, and when 
human-elephant-coexistence was at the order 
of the day. These gogos are the key to teaching 
second and third-generation children about 
co-existence whilst huddled around the crackling 
fire at night. They are the moral fibre of the often 
poverty-stricken communities surrounding the 
protected areas. Sadly, some of these gogos 
have never seen an elephant, as fences and 
development have separated them from their 
roots. 

WHEN 
THE 
WISE
MEET 
THE 
WISE

“ Within rural communities, 
the grandmothers or gogos, 

are not unlike elephant 
matriarchs – the leading 
grandmothers within an 

elephant herd.”

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY

Words Dr Michelle Henley

© Wisani Ngwenya | Wild Shots Outreach
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Elephants Alive, through the Ndlopfu Gogo Programme, 
creates opportunities for the human grandmothers to 
meet elephant matriarchs (older elephant cows) and 
mentors (older elephant bulls). We specifically choose 
gogos that are linked to the protected areas – the only 
qualifying criteria being that they must have relatives 
that are employed in the area – and we introduce them 
to elephants we have studied for many years. With 
our monthly programmes, the gogos’ gentle wisdom 
has rekindled a new sense of hope for conservation 
and we would like to run many more programmes like 
these throughout the Great Limpopo Transfrontier 
Conservation Area to share the gogos’ stories and enrich 
the conservation stories told within their communities. We 
have experienced first-hand how this programme has the 
power to break down existing barriers and boundaries. 
When the wise meet the wise, political boundaries 
become irrelevant as minds open and hearts are touched 
(as can be heard in the testimony of Bizoze Monareng). 

In collaboration with Wild Shots Outreach, we involve 
a budding photographer and conservation journalist 
in every programme with the aim to print the gogo 
portraits and their associated stories. Thereafter the best 
portraits of each group will be selected for framing after 
one year of running the programme. We then will host 
an exhibition in the community as well as at art galleries 
in Johannesburg, Cape Town, and abroad to widen our 
reach. We encourage all the landowners and lodges in the 
Klaserie Private Nature Reserve who have links to specific 
gogos to support the programme and place your gogo’s 

name on our growing list. In future we would also like to 
encourage the lodges to purchase their relevant portraits 
to proudly display on your walls, thereby widening the 
circle of awareness and strengthening the connection 
between the protected areas and the surrounding 
communities. 

For more information on the cost per programme, the 
outcomes and to add your gogo’s name on the list, please 
contact info2u@elephantsalive.org.

TESTIMONY OF BIZOZE MONARENG 

“I am Bizoze Monareng. I was born on 27 March 
1940. I am now 79 years old. I am the grandmother 
of Respect Mathebula. He was a ranger in the Kruger 
National Park in the Crocodile Bridge area. In 2018, he 
died in a shootout with poachers. I am still in mourn-
ing for the passing of my grandson. I wanted nothing 
to do with nature-related issues since his death. Then 
I was invited to join the Ndlopfu Gogo Programme on 
13 December 2019. This has changed my heart and 
my hurt. On 22 December during a Rock of Salvation 
Church Service I felt a need to testify and encourage 
other congregation members to attend the Ndlopfu 
Gogo Programme. It has helped me connect to nature 
and see its beauty again. I am very grateful for the 
opportunity to be part of the programme and meet the 
elephants.”

COMMUNITY

© Rivoni Mkansi | Wild Shots Outreach

© Rivoni Mkansi | Wild Shots Outreach

© Rivoni Mkansi | Wild Shots Outreach
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On the evening of 30 January, the packed 
parking lot at the Rhino Convention Centre 
slowly emptied, as an inspired audience left 
the local screening of Beyond the Fence. Parting 

thoughts were shared over congratulatory handshakes 
and faces beamed with pride; signs of a successful event 
that showcased local talent and engendered support for 
conservation. 

For Wisani Ngwenya, Queen Manyike, and Rifumo 
Mathebula – the Wild Shots Outreach (WSO) graduates 
who star in the short film – the spotlight is becoming a 
familiar place to be. Since Beyond the Fence premiered 
in July 2019, the trio has travelled to attend film 
festival screenings in Durban and Cape Town and has 
been interviewed for a number of publications. In 
December, Beyond the Fence was selected for the Wildlife 
Conservation Film Festival set to take place in Los Angeles 
in April this year, taking this critical conservation message 
to international audiences.

At Hoedspruit’s screening, WSO’s Mike Kendrick 
announced that the film is now up for two awards 
– evidence that its message continues to make an 
impression on critical audiences. Our highly anticipated 
event brought the motivated and driven conservation 
ambassadors back on home soil where a crowd of 
supportive friends, family, and influential community 
members eagerly gathered. A collection of WSO students’ 
work lined the walls of the venue, bringing the theme of 
the evening into focus. 

“We are so excited to be able to bring this important 
conservation message to audiences around the world 
and bring international attention to the positive impact 
that Queen, Rifumo, Wisani, and Mike are having in South 
Africa. It will be an opportunity to engage with like-minded 
conservationists, storytellers and scientists, and discuss 
global solutions to the obstacles we face in wildlife 
conservation today,” said the film’s director, Tessa Barlin. 

Queen and Rifumo were alongside fellow WSO graduates, 
Vusi Mathe and Neville Ngomane, while Wisani sent a 
message of gratitude from afar. His unfortunate absence 
was in fact for excellent reason, as we learned that he is 
now enrolled at AFDA, Johannesburg’s prestigious tertiary 
college for creative leaders, visionaries, and artists! 

Neville, whose photograph Desperate Measures won an 
international award last year, stood and addressed the 
room as someone who has now travelled across the 
globe for his work. He spoke about his experience in 
Hong Kong where he visited 24 schools and helped share 
the reality of the ivory trade. His personal experience 
photographing elephants in the wild brought an entirely 
new perspective to the students he spoke to. 

Vusi is now living out a year-long dream working with 
Conservation South Africa, helping achieve its mission to 
deliver human well-being through conservation of healthy 
ecosystems. His focus in photography and filmmaking is 
to create films that “demonstrate the benefits of wildlife 
to people who live on the doorstep of nature reserves.” 
On the night, he spoke from the heart: “It thrills me to 
know that there are people I inspire. That alone pushes 
me to do better and right by my people.” 

Rifumo is enthusiastically making the most of every 
opportunity to escalate his budding photography and 
videography career. He is teaching WSO workshops 
throughout the region and has been invited to speak at 
local events, which in turn inspires and motivates young 
members of our local community. 

Queen moved the audience with her characteristic 
good humour and natural way with words. Her family 
sat in the audience and watched her star in Beyond the 
Fence for the first time. Afterwards, she spoke about her 
introduction to nature and wildlife through Eco Children’s 
Environmental Education Programme. Back then, the field 
guides she knew were men, and a camera was an object 
she didn’t ever think she would hold in her hands. 

Poster design © Tessa Barlin

 Local youths 
inspire on screen
 BEYOND THE FENCE INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED 

AT FILM FESTIVALS AROUND THE WORLD

COMMUNITY

Beyond the Fence director, Tessa Barlin

Words Chloë Cooper
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Today, Queen is one of two black, female field guides 
she knows of, and her photographs are exhibited 
for all to see. She thanked “angels” Mike Kendrick 
and Corné Havenga (Eco Children CEO) for the 
opportunities she has had to reach her childhood 
dreams, and she intends to pursue her ambition to 
open an environmental education centre of her own 
where she wants to equip young, black girls with the 
knowledge and skills to discover their own careers in 
nature. 

Bringing the evening to a close, Mike thanked crucial 
role players for having a hand in helping many WSO 
students gain experience and grow their passion. 
He reiterated the importance of giving young people 
in buffer zone communities access to their natural 
heritage and encouraged the Hoedspruit community 
to continue supporting local talent. 

“Giving a person a camera gives them a voice. It gives 
them self-esteem and confidence and it instils pride 
in wildlife and in wild places. Wild Shots Outreach is 
about bringing young people closer to nature and 
exhibiting their images in their communities. These 
students have the ability to inspire others. We believe 
in you,” Kendrick said.

For further information see wildshotsoutreach.org 
or contact mike@wildshotsoutreach.org. 

COMMUNITY

© Harry Constantine



KLASERIE CHRONICLE | ISSUE 50

Autumn 2020074

at holiday workshop

 Spend 3 nights on the Grietjie and Doreen sections of 
the Balule Nature Reserve.

Accompany four of the last remaining indigenous San Master Trackers 
from the Kalahari - they are the Ju/'hoansi; stars of the film 

"The Gods must be Crazy"
For more information 
phone 083 286 8281 or

email ian@antares.co.za

A Unique Bushman Tracker Experience

M!a glae
loh !uh

(let's go tracking)

8-11 June
2020

www.https://antares.co.za/A Unique Bushman Tracker Experience

Book your
 spot now

The most recent holiday workshop 
presented by Eco Children took place 
early in December and dealt with one of 
the most respected and admired African 

animal: the elephant.

Ian Shoebottom compiled the training and treated 
everyone present to interesting new facts about 
elephants, giving new insights into these revered 
animals. A total of 467 children attended over the 
course of the week and, while the little ones got 
to enjoy an elephant dance, an art project and an 
elephant bingo game, the older kids watched an 
interesting video about pachyderms, took part in a 
scavenger hunt and designed a nature trail.

Everyone present had a much greater 
understanding of these animals by the end of the 
workshop and Eco Children would like to thank 
Ian Shoebottom for his kind contribution to the 
workshop.

As has become tradition, once the formalities 
were completed, we moved on to even more fun 
and games as Santa arrived to hand out Santa 
Shoeboxes to everyone and also Kit-a-Kid vouchers 
to those children who attended all four workshops 
in 2019. It was a joyous affair as all the children, 
young and old, were overwhelmed by joy when 
they received their gifts and their vouchers.

Santa meets elephants

“We would like to thank each and every person who has 
contributed to the success of our holiday workshops in 2019,” 
said Corné Havenga, CEO of Eco Children. “The trainers, 
volunteers, compilers, and everyone who donated to the Kit-a-
Kid campaign and Santa Shoebox: You are making an impact on 
these children’s lives and having an ultimately positive impact on 
the environment. Thank you!”

COMMUNITY

Words Catharina Robbertze| Photos Sabrina Chielens
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225 youth delegates, educators and community 
leaders, conservation experts and keynote 
speakers from around the world gathered at the 
Southern African Wildlife College from 21 to 24 

September to equip the youth to become ambassadors 
for conservation and help reduce wildlife crime. 
 
An intensive four-day programme organised by Project 
Rhino, African Conservation Trust and the Kingsley 
Holgate Foundation included several hours of discussion 
and debate regarding the responsible use of wildlife 
resources, strategies for demand reduction, the link 
between poverty and poaching, habitat loss, and the role 
of education and awareness. 

35 conservation experts and keynote speakers gave freely 
of their time to impart knowledge, answer questions and 
even provide career guidance, further motivating the 
youth to explore opportunities within the biodiversity 
economy. 
 
Mahlubi Dlamini (15), a delegate from Eswatini, expressed 
heartfelt thanks to the organisers and pledged to start his 
own wildlife foundation in the future.  
 
Sthembiso Myeni (18), from KwaZulu-Natal, also decided 
that he would like to study nature conservation in order to 
help protect wildlife. 

The celebrated World Youth Wildlife Summit took place at the Southern African Wildlife College last 
year, bringing future conservationists from 16 nations to the Greater Kruger Park.

By the end of the event, the youth delegates 
from across southern Africa, Europe and Asia, 
had exceeded expectations and demonstrated 
real commitment to continue raising awareness 
for conservation issues. Baraka Baudi (17), from 
Tanzania, sponsored to attend by the Grumeti 
Fund, pledged to arrange a district community 
gathering to educate others about wildlife crime 
and conservation. 
 
Do Quang Thien (20), from Vietnam said: “In the 
next few months I want to reach 100 or more 
people to directly talk about wildlife crime and 
I will do further volunteering for conservation 
initiatives.” 
 
Similarly, Larona Gaongalelwe (19), from 
Waterford Kamhlaba United World College said: 
“In the weeks after the summit, I will organise a 
‘Youth for Wildlife’ symposium.” 
 
“The process of watching the youth’s confidence 
grow as they were exposed to the knowledge 
and passion of the conservationists present 
was impactful,” said summit director, Francois 
du Toit. “We will continue to build relationships 
and provide them with the tools they need to 
get involved in conservation initiatives and raise 
awareness about wildlife crime,” he concluded. 

PLEDGE TO PROTECT WILDLIFE
 Young leaders

Words Micah van Schalkwyk

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY

© Neville Ngomane

© Micah van Schalkwyk

© Mike Kendrick
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Further to their individual pledges, all delegates signed the 
World Youth Wildlife Declaration, that says the following: 
 
“We, representing the Youth of the World, gathered at 
the Southern African Wildlife College in the iconic Greater 
Kruger National Park from 21 - 24 September 2019 as 
a call to action against all forms of poaching and wildlife 
crime. 
 
This Declaration is a continuation of the 600,000 ‘hearts 
and minds’ messages already composed by young people 
participating in the international Rhino Art Education 
Campaign and the thousands of messages contained in 
the 2014 World Youth Wildlife Declaration. 
We, the Youth, are deeply disturbed by the worsening 

wildlife crime crisis, the exploitation of our natural 
heritage by organised criminal syndicates, and the 
subversion of our communities – all fed by human greed 
and deep-rooted corruption. 
 
We demand that our voices be heard! 
 
We do not want to be the generation that tell our 
grandchildren that we did nothing about it, and we call 
upon global leaders to join us in bringing the illegal trade 
in wildlife to an end.”

 

The Declaration will travel around the world, garnering 
more messages of support and acknowledgement by 
more youth, celebrities and global bodies such as the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature. 
 
Two significant achievements by youth participants also 
made the news during the summit. Photographer Neville 
Ngomane from Wild Shots Outreach won the CIWEM 
(Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental 
Management) Environmental Photographer of the Year 
for his photo ‘Desperate Measures’, that depicts a rhino 
being de-horned to protect it from being poached. 
 
Inspirational youth speaker, Hunter Mitchell left the 
event a day early to receive a Commonwealth Point 
of Light award from Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, 
Duke and Duchess of Sussex – an extraordinary 
achievement in recognition of his fundraising efforts to 
support orphaned and injured rhinos.

Words from the keynote speaker at the World 
Youth Wildlife Summit

“The World Youth Wildlife Summit was, for me, a 
milestone not only for rhino conservation but also 
an important step through which the old guard 
is preparing to hand over the ‘sustainable earth 
baton’ to the youth. The future is in their hands, the 
leaders of tomorrow. They are the future rangers 
and parliamentarians who will be tasked with the 
responsibility of sustainably managing Mother Earth 
in a manner that they will also be able to pass it on 
to their generations just as it has been handed over 
to them. I was deeply impressed by the diversity of 
participants from across the whole globe. The seed has 
been planted and it’s my belief that they will nurture 
it until it bears fruits. The future is in their hands. We 
have played our role and they must take responsibility 
going forward.

 Never did we allow the extinction of the majestic 
rhinos in our lifetime, and it’s my conviction that it will 
never happen in this coming generation. The planet 
and Mother Earth are in good hands, all we need to 
do is support the youth in their endeavour to protect, 
advocate and conserve our wildlands. That we will do.”

- Eric Madamalala, Operations Manager of Limpopo 
National Park

“ We, the Youth, are deeply disturbed by 
the worsening wildlife crime crisis, the 
exploitation of our natural heritage by 
organised criminal syndicates, and the 

subversion of our communities – all 
fed by human greed and deep-rooted 

corruption.”

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY

© Vusi Mathe 

© Wisani Ngwenya
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TROY MEESER: 
BUSH-BABY AND ADVENTURER

Words Chloë Cooper | Photos 
Supplied © Troy Meeser

Meet Troy Meeser: The Greater Kruger bush-baby with the Zambezi River running through his veins, 
and a field guide with a penchant for (somewhat hair-raising) adventure.

Some might say Troy’s life in the wild was paved from 
the day he was born. Growing up under Bruce and 
Judy Meeser’s roof made for days full of adventure 
and exploration in the Lowveld, which are now 

childhood memories firmly and fondly remembered. Once 
the time came to fledge the nest, this bush-baby headed 
for the high seas, and also out in the big blue, Troy found 
thrilling adventure and close encounters that he will never 
forget. It wasn’t long before dry land came calling once again 
and soon, the mighty Zambezi River stole his heart. From 
dodging a monster crocodile called Mugabe, to running out of 
food somewhere in the middle of the Pacific, Troy has come 
full circle and is now using his innate passion and life-long 
experience in the wild to share this piece of the world with 
others.

Q: WHERE DID YOU GROW UP?

Q: WHAT EXPERIENCES 
DID YOU HAVE EXPLORING 
THESE RESERVES IN YOUR 
CHILDHOOD? 

up malaria and we landed up 
in hospital, side by side. The 
areas around the Groot and 
Klein Letaba were also used for 
trails and mobile tented safaris 
and they needed exploring! 
Transfrontiers Walking Safaris 
had numerous tented “fly” 
camps, on Johnniesdale in 
Timbavati and on Zebenine, 
close to where the present-
day Rock Fig Camp is. Then, 
of course there was Tuskers 
Tented Camp on the Klaserie 
River just below Misava (Angela’s 
Camp).

Q: WHAT IS YOUR EARLIEST 
MEMORY OF AN ENCOUNTER 
WITH WILDLIFE? 

TM: I remember I was afraid 
of baboons, so the staff used 
to hang a black bag in a tree 
to prevent me from straying 
down the path out of the 
camp. I’ve also been told that 
I abandoned my paddle pool 
to three thirsty elephant bulls, 
and I remember fishing with 
my dad while elephants drank 
just meters away. Once I was 
afraid for my baby sister when 
a notorious lioness known as 
Scratch came up onto the patio 
one night to investigate her 
crying. We retreated inside, but 
her curiosity was piqued, and 
she stayed around the cabin 
for hours. We could hear her 

breathing and sniffing under the 
door. 

Q: WHEN DID YOU KNOW 
THAT YOU’D CONTINUE TO 
CHOOSE THE SAFARI LIFESTYLE 
IN YOUR CAREER? 

TM: Shortly after my yachting 
experience when I was offered 
a dream position to work on the 
Zambezi as a fishing guide and 
safari guide.

Q: FROM A RIVER GUIDE IN 
ZAMBIA TO A TRAIL GUIDE 
IN THE GREATER KRUGER – 
WHAT ARE THE BEST BITS OF 
BOTH RIVER AND ON-FOOT 
EXPERIENCES? 

TM: The Zambezi is awe-
inspiring and ever-changing. 
You learn to read the river and 
that is so rewarding, but it can 
also be terrifying. You never 
know if there will be a pod of 
hippos or a big croc around the 
next bend. One massive croc we 
called Mugabe was bigger than 
our canoes and we would flush 
him in the most unexpected 
places, never knowing if he 
would capsize us. We had to 
keep the group together while 
gliding silently past elephants 
close enough to touch. It was 
all about keeping your cool and 
choosing the right channel, 
making snap decisions and 
controlling your party of excited 

TM:  Initially, in the Manyeleti 
Game Reserve. My parents had 
Khoka Moya Trails Camp and 
Honeyguide Tented Camp. We 
would move between the camps 
and the Rhino Monitoring 
Programme they had started. 
Later we moved to a game farm 
in the Guernsey Block from 
where they ran walking trails in 
the Associated Private Nature 
Reserves (APNR).

TM: We slept under the stars 
next the Luvuvhu River in Makuya 
Game Reserve where, together 
with one of the guides, I picked 

LEGENDS LEGENDS

David Hancock and Troy Meeser, Natural Earth Safaris

Troy beating drum

Troy Meeser safari guide
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she was not going to stop, and 
we took to the river! Out of the 
frying pan and into the fire. The 
elephant cow paused only briefly 
before dropping down off the 
bank and into the river after 
us. We aquaplaned across the 
20-metre wide Chongwe River 
with our rods and catch, leapt 
into the Land Rover and sped 
off towards camp, accidently 
“bumping” a lion sighting – 
Jo and I shirtless, giggling 
hysterically with an elephant cow 
in pursuit. 

Q:  WHAT WILD AFRICAN 
DESTINATION IS ON YOUR 
BUCKET LIST AND WHY? 

TM: I would love to go to the 
Congo to fish for the goliath 
tiger, and to Niassa in northern 
Mozambique to see the beauty 
of the area. I’d also like to go 
to Liuwa Plains in Zambia to 
witness the wildebeest and 
zebra migration without the 
crowds.

international visitors. On the river, 
you are completely out of your 
element. Walking in the bush 
is similar as you don’t have the 
ability to power out of a situation. 
No technology can rescue you 
here. The bush and all that dwells 
within it carry on regardless of 
your control or comfort level. To 
live in it is a privilege.

Q: TELL US ONE OF THE 
BEST, MOST THRILLING, OR 
UNFORGETTABLE ENCOUNTERS 
YOU’VE EVER HAD?

TM: I remember one hot October 
day in the Zambezi valley, a fellow 
guide and I had had enough of the 
same old staff rations of nshima 
and hooku (pap and chicken) 
and decided we would use the 
river to our advantage. We snuck 
out with our rods during a lunch 
break and stopped along the 
Chongwe River where we hoped 
to catch a bream or two for 
dinner. We parked our vehicle and 
waded across a shallow section 
of the river to a 2m-high bank 
on the opposite side. We made 
ourselves comfortable and started 
fishing when a herd of elephants 
appeared over the crest behind 
us and came down to drink just 
off to our left. We took little notice 
as this was commonplace on 
the Zambezi, and a few minutes 
later the herd had moved off. But 
then we heard a branch break 
behind us and saw a tiny elephant 
calf appear, closely followed by 
Mom. The calf started trotting in 
our direction at a steady pace, 
which naturally evoked panic in 
the elephant cow, triggering an 
unexpected charge. She dropped 
her head with ears back and came 
for us. Jo and I, with nowhere to 
go, stood our ground, clapping 
and shouting. Behind us, we had 
an elephant bearing down hard, 
and to the front, nothing but 
croc-infested waters. When she 
was two metres away, we realised 

Q:  YOU’VE NOW PARTNERED 
UP WITH A FELLOW BUSH-BABY 
AND CREATED A COMMERCIAL 
SAFARI OPERATION OF YOUR 
OWN. WHAT ARE NATURAL 
EARTH SAFARIS ALL ABOUT?

TM: Yes, I have partnered with 
David Hancock, a childhood 
friend from as early back as the 
Manyeleti days. As well as my 
business partner, he is also one 
of my best friends. We share the 
same ideals. At Natural Earth 
Safaris, we aim to go back to 
grass roots, providing experiential 
wildlife encounters. We deliver 
an authentic, spontaneous 
experience. We want our guests 
to feel the sand between their 
toes and sense the thrill of being 
out in the bush with none of the 
scheduled routines of bigger 
safari camps.

LEGENDS

Troy sitting by the campfire in the bush

Troy and Dad, Bruce

Troy and Mom, Judy
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