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The Klaserie Drift Safari Camps Group comprises of 2 camps which are
ideally located to enjoy all the wildlife Africa has to offer, in a private and
secluded setting; featuring the big five, incredibly diverse landscapes and
comfortable accommodation with all modern amenities.
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A dry river bed separates the Camp from a frequently
used watering hole, which lies adjacent to the extensive
entertainment area and commonly attracts jackals, hyenas,
warthogs and elephants. Across the green lawn and under
the large trees, the charming, large house provides ample
accommodation for eight guests.
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Features

The intimate Camp provides a welcome mixture of African
rondavel suites that can accommodate 10 guests, and a modern,
clean farm style main building and entertainment area. A
flagstone pathway leads guests to the awe-inspiring lookout
deck, built above the Klaserie River, incorporating a second
entertainment area with breath-taking views.
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Editor’s note
“Our children are born believing in
magic and goodness. They arrive
with clarity and courage to speak
truth and deep remembering of
how to live in harmony with nature.
Their innocent souls love without
conditions and their eyes see
without judgement. They came
already knowing the answers to
the questions we are all asking.” Brooke Hampton
This quote recently made me
remember why I love working
with children so much and why I
am incredibly passionate about
making a difference, even if it is
just a slight change in the greater
scheme of the world.
I hope that at Eco Children we can
continue to create opportunities
and give children hope for a better
future as well as ignite the passion
and harmony they were born with.
I believe it is our role to help our
children hold on to this knowledge
and embrace this sweet and
simple magic they came into the
world with.

It is also vitally important that as
adults we embrace our own inner
child and try to explore some of
these qualities and incorporate it
in our daily lives. We are blessed
to live in one of the most beautiful
places in the world but we still
need to remind ourselves to ignite
our senses and enjoy the sunrise,
smell the rain, gaze at the stars,
laugh, and see the beauty and
compassion that still exists within
humankind.
At Eco Children we get to
experience these moments
regularly as the children we
work with continuously remind
us of the beauty around us. It is
a privilege to be able to see the
world through their eyes and to be
able to live with purpose thanks to
them.

their talents and give their time back to
the community and nature, from pilots to
tourists.
I hope that this issue will inspire you to
look at the world through a child’s eyes
more frequently and to always make time
to stop, smell the bushveld, and help
where you can.

This issue of the Klaserie Chronicle
has various examples of what you
can see if you take the time to sit
and experience the beauty (and
also harshness) of nature. We
also met various people who use
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“A river winding between thornveld thickets, unfolding from the feet of the
Drakensberg Mountains; the Klaserie remains alluringly untamed as one of
Kruger’s most exclusive alcoves.”

Tel : 021 712 5284/85 | Email : reservations@sundestinations.co.za
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A

t first, guests from nThambo were excited to see
a huge male leopard seemingly patrolling his
territory at a waterhole in the KPNR. Out of the
blue, the large and burly male moved at the speed of
lightning with the intent of pouncing on a 6-month-old
leopard cub exploring the confines of its territory on
the opposite side of the dam. Leopards usually tolerate
others on the periphery of their turf – but not this beast
of a male.
The older cat took chase, and with the greatest
of strength delivered a few telling blows to the
unsuspecting cub. Tufts of fur were removed at a rapid
rate, and dust clouds ensured guests and rangers were
shielded from too much graphic violence, but throaty
barks and anguished cries from the cub could be heard.
The adult leopard then dragged off the cub and devoured
it. It was a sheer sign of territorial dominance and the
absolute need to wilfully inflict pain rattled even the most
experienced of rangers and trackers. The showdown left
its onlookers speechless and yearning for meaning.

The side of nature
that’s difficult to comprehend
Article by Carolynne Higgins & photos by Chade Gelderman

There’s no easy way of telling this heartbreaking story of a cruel, unusual and untimely death of a
curious leopard cub. How this fluffy rosette-patterned cat met its fate was downright strange and
will certainly go down in the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve’s (KPNR) history book of upsetting
sightings. Even the experienced tracker, Isaac Nkune said he had never seen anything like this in
his 35 years of guiding and tracking. This event took place while on drive with Africa on Foot and
nThambo Tree Camp. It broke our hearts and rocked us to the core, unravelling both rangers and
guests.

According to Mauritz Senekal , the large male even ate
the paws of the cub, a visual which is pretty unbelievable.
Leopards can be fussy eaters and often discard parts
of their prey that aren’t favourable to their palate. This
leopard was bloodthirsty. After inflicting death, he still
did not walk away from the scene. Leopards can be
opportunistic feeders, but to feast on one of your own
seems like a scene from the movie Hannibal.

Ranger, Elmar van Niekerk said: “First we spotted the
big male leopard behind a termite mound, so I tried to
position the vehicle correctly so guests could get a proper
visual. Then I noticed the cub on the other side of the
dam. The big male ran around the waterhole, chasing the
cub deep into the bushes. The male pounced and the cub
put up a brave fight for at least 10 to 15 minutes, before it
finally slipped away.”
This moment is still being talked about at camp, and
probably will be in years to come. Difficult as it sometimes
is, this is the wild and we cannot, and do not, interfere in
nature taking its course. It’s warfare out there and often
we’re reminded just how fragile the circle of life really is.
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Eco Children Winners’
Excursion: 3 Days of
forest fun

T

his quarter saw another annual Eco Children
winners’ excursion take place, as 20 regular Holiday
Workshop attendees were awarded for their good
behaviour throughout the year.

Each year at the Eco Children autumn holiday workshop,
20 winners are selected to attend the winners’ excursion
based on their attendance, attitude, and the quality of
their work during the year. This excursion has become
very popular with good reason as the children always love
being treated to a weekend of fun, games and learning.
This year was no different, as the winners were treated to
a weekend at Magoebaskloof Adventures to enjoy tubing,
ziplining, abseiling and more.
The excursion kicked off on a beautiful, sunny Friday.
Upon arrival at the Magoebaskloof Adventure Centre,
everyone enjoyed a quick lunch before the first activity
started. Up first was tubing down the river and there was
no time to waste as the water cools down quickly once the
sun disappears behind the mountain. Everyone had a ball
as they made their way down the river on their tubes and
quickly learnt that it would be easier to get through the
slower-moving water if they worked together.
Hot showers after the icy river water were welcomed with
open arms before a hearty dinner and lots of fun and
laughter at the night activities.

Photos by Sabrina Chielens

Another sunny day greeted the group on Saturday and
there was excitement and apprehension in the air as
the children lined up to go abseiling. The majority of the
children overcame their apprehensions and abseiled in
style – another exercise in trust that gave great reward.
This was followed with free time in the river and splashing
fun. More fun evening activities took place before moving
to the campfire to roast marshmallows and then bed
time.
The best was saved for last and it was an early start to
get to the canopy tour at Magoebaskloof on Sunday.
There was a short hike with everyone wearing a full body
harness, helmet and gloves before the canopy tour
started with a short zipline. From there on, the ziplines
became longer and longer and more and more fun was
had each time one of the children surged down the
cables. The sounds of laughter and excited screams filled
the forest air and it was a fitting way to end an incredibly
fun weekend.
It was heartwarming to spend a weekend with these
children. Their behaviour was exemplary as always and
their faces showed the joy they received from these three
days.
Thank you to Magoebaskloof Adventure Centre for taking
such good care of us and to Eco Children for making this
excursion possible.
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The road to trails guiding

Part 2: Packing for Primitive Trail
Article & photos by Brenden Pienaar

P

rimitive trails are self-sufficient walking safaris
that require participants to carry essential gear
in backpacks for four days while on expedition.
The principles are contradictory to the multitude of
extravagant reassurances the conventional safari
intends. Spectatorship gives way to participation, which
encourages reconnection with self and nature. However,
most novice trails guides are partially defeated by heavy
packs that contain too much of the wrong paraphernalia.
When packing for primitive trails there is no better advice
than that provided by the legendary environmentalist and
wilderness guide Sigurd F. Olson, “Simplicity in all things is
the secret of the wilderness and one of its most valuable
lessons.”
The backpack
A pack (1) with the capacity to hold 45 litres will suffice for
primitive trails. It is large enough to hold what you need,
but not what you want. The bag should provide decent
back support, have adjustable shoulder straps with broad
padding and an adjustable waist strap with broad padding
for hips.

to remove, refill and repack when your bag is full. Having
the capacity to carry water is of the utmost importance
on primitive trail and hydration packs regularly become a
limiting factor. I prefer carrying bottles (23) as it provides
great accessibility during regular water breaks and are
less problematic. Always have the capacity to carry three
litres of water.
Sleeping gear
A sponge sleeping mat (6) trumps a self-inflatable mat
as the latter is more expensive and inevitably gets
punctured. If you are going to attach it to the backpack,
do so vertically to avoid it ripping on branches as you
pass. Compressible sleeping bags (14) comfortable down
to 3°C. Bivouac shelters (18), also known as ‘bivy bags’, are
extremely lightweight alternatives to the traditional tent
systems and are indispensable during thunderstorms,
rainy nights and heavy dew. They are large enough to fit
you, your rifle and backpack. I usually use a first aid kit (22)
or warm jacket (5) as a pillow.
Clothing

Streamline backpacks without pouches extending beyond
the width of the back work best. Be cautious of ‘deep’
packs that have an extended horizontal cross-section
from the front of the sternum to the rear of the pack. The
deeper the pack is set behind the sternum, the greater
the backward pull, which results in wasted energy from
compensation. Avoid attaching any loose odds and ends
to the outside of the backpack, this too will snag, sway
and waste energy. The entire bag, including clips, zips and
straps, needs to be resilient.

It is best to take a single uniform, three sets of underwear
and a clean t-shirt (24) for the evenings after rinsing
(another good use for the bottles). It is advisable to always
take a warm waterproof jacket (5). A compact quick-dry
towel is useful. With regards to toiletries, only a small
toothbrush, quarter tube of toothpaste and half a roll of
toilet paper (8) accompanied by matches and a Ziploc bag
are required. It is wise to carry waterproof matches as
backup.

Most bags are currently being sold with removable
hydration packs (2). They are convenient to stay hydrated
while on the move, but often leak due to their complex
fittings and are easily punctured by sharp objects in the
bag or on thorns when transporting water from point of
collection to camp. In some cases, they are difficult to
remove from the bag once it is packed and becomes a
nuisance to refill. Be sure that the hydration pack is easy

Due to the fact that primitive trails are conducted
according to no-trace and minimum impact camping
principals, the use of firewood is greatly restricted.
Cooking on the fire will require excessive amounts
of firewood and great effort to rehabilitate the site.
Therefore, cooking is done on a small gas stove (12). The
only other utensils required is a small pot, spoon (17) and
a mug (16), which is also useful when collecting water.

Cooking gear

Walking Safaris |

Trails Guide Courses,
Mentorship & Assessments.

www.lowveldtrails.co.za

admin@lowveldtrails.co.za #lowveldtrailsco

I also enjoy taking material to create fire-by-friction (15) as
it adds value.
Food
The most common origin of a heavy backpack is too much
food. Novices generally have enough food left over after
the trail to sustain them for another day and a half. Cater
for three breakfasts, two lunches and three dinners.

•

Breakfast: 12 tablespoons of FutureLife (4 per day)

•

Lunch: Half a box of ProVita, one wheel of cheese
wedges, three handfuls of nuts, three apples

•

Dinner: One mug of couscous (one third of a mug per
day) with three tuna sachets (one per day)

•

Drinks: Coffee

•

Energy supplements or sugar not necessary

Guiding equipment
Rifle (4) with sufficient ammunition (minimum 15 rounds
per guide) in a durable slide. A torch and bracket for
attachment to the rifle barrel is critical. Trails guides are
occasionally confronted with night-time encounters.
Invest in a strong head torch (9) for these events. You will
need a knife or multitool (7), GPS with extra batteries (10)
in Ziploc bag, and compass (11).
A 12-litre dry bag (13) is useful to carry water from point
of collection to camp. It supplements the camp when
guests shower/rinse, cook, make coffee, wash dishes
and rehabilitate the fireplace in the morning. It limits
walking to water and opens up more camp site options
further away from water. A rifle cover (20) for rain and
dew is highly recommended. The Lowveld Trails Co. Rifle
Cleaning Kit (21) includes a few cleaning cloths (25), rollon applicator filled with solvent (26), small brush (27), and
a ‘bore-snake’ (28) to keep the rifle barrel clear. The firstaid kit (22) should be equipped specifically for primitive
trail.
A digital two-way radio (3) and a satellite phone with drybag (19) for emergencies are invaluable. Another valuable
piece of equipment is a small, durable spade to dig for
water and rehabilitate the fireplace.
It is advisable to share as much equipment with the
back-up trails guide as possible. A couple of trails should
be enough to refine your packing skills, but the ultimate
objective should be to get your backpack down to
12-14 kg (including 3 litres of water) and as compact as
possible.

Photos by Sabrina Chielens

Hloaia Eco Village
keeps growing
29

volunteers from the Principia School in St
Louis, Missouri in the USA recently helped Eco
Children to expand the Eco Village at Hloaia
Primary School by building an additional 12 keyhole
gardens at the school.
The volunteers visited the Lowveld as part of the Simunye
Project US and brought with them boundless enthusiasm,
commitment and work ethic. Corné Havenga, CEO of Eco
Children were very impressed by the volunteers’ attitudes
and said it’s a pleasure to work with volunteers when they
arrive ready to make a difference.
The school’s Eco Village needed to be expanded as
another additional 120 learners were accepted to
the school in 2018, meaning more fresh produce is
needed to supplement its feeding scheme. Each learner

receives lunch at the school during the week and for
some learners this is the only meal they receive all day;
therefore it is essential that they receive healthy and
balanced meals.
The volunteers also assisted in the library by allocating
and sorting book donations and adding shelving. It wasn’t
all work and no play though and there was time to play
some games with the school’s learners and have some
fun.
Havenga said about the volunteers: “We had such a good
time with these kids and they were great ambassadors
for their school and their country. Thank you to each
and every one who visited and made a difference in our
community!”

A new addition has just been introduced to the Enviro
Loo range of award winning, waterless, non-polluting
and odourless sanitation systems. Enviro Loo is now
available in a portable model, the Enviro Loo Express!
Enviro Loo is already making a difference to the
lives of more than 50 000 learners in rural schools
across South Africa with its range of permanent dry
sanitation toilet and urinal systems.

Access to
sanitation is
a universal
human right.

And now we offer a temporary sanitation solution,
ideal for areas with limited or no access to water.
The Enviro Loo Express can save up to 420 000 litres
of water annually as the system requires no water or
chemicals to operate and comes with a 66L rainwater
tank that flows into the handwashing basin.
For more information contact Thapelo Makwela on
071 609 9533, 011 762 1624 or
thapelo.makwela@enviro-loo.com.

Southern African Dry Sanitation
Company of the Year Award
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cases of birds that had collided with powerlines and a
Free State bird that we suspect was poisoned.
There are some phenomenal conservation success
stories in South Africa. Ross Wanless’ work has decreased
albatross mortalities by 99% from long line trawlers,
and Ian Player almost single-handedly brought the black
rhino back from the brink of extinction in Northern
KwaZulu-Natal. I’ve watched Kerri apply the same care
and exactitude to the preservation and conservation of
vultures. To visit her facility is to visit a wonderland of all
things vulture. She has rehabilitation facilities for over 180
birds, including the only dedicated captive Cape Vulture
breeding colony in the world and hospital facilities for
birds of all species that have collided with powerlines or
been poisoned.

Vultures have a
helping hand in VulPro
Article by Simon Gear & photos by Kerri Wolter

VulPro (Vulture Programme) has been working in the Olifants River Private Game Reserve for five
years and established a new site in the Hoedspruit area in 2017. In this area, the organisation
focuses on population surveys of tree nesting vultures in order to compare results within protected
areas to field sites outside of protected areas. They perform annual surveys during the vultures’
breeding season during which they tag and fit tracking devices to ‘resident’ and ‘visiting’ vultures in
the area. The tracking data from these devices helps to shed light on the birds’ movement patterns
over time, and helps to understand breeding dynamics, site dependency and pair monogamy. All in
all, this data provides better insight in how best to conserve these critically endangered vultures. We
found out more about the organisation and its inspirational leader, Kerri Wolter.
Getting to know VulPro

T

he first time I realised how serious Kerri Wolter is
about saving vultures was when we drove through
the night to get to an African White-backed Vulture
in the back of a farmer’s house in Schweizer Reynecke.
She received a call at 19:00 and we dropped our dinner
plans immediately. We set off from VulPro’s headquarters
on the outskirts of Hartbeespoort and arrived at the bird
after midnight. She rehydrated the sad-looking bird by
tube into its crop, loaded it in the car and we drove back
home.

We arrived back at VulPro as dawn was breaking,
exhausted, and were greeted by the staff who had
come on duty 15 minutes before. They took hold of the
bird, now christened Hope, and processed her. This
involved ringing her for identification purposes, assessing
her damaged wings, dehydration levels and weight.
The damage, in this case? Two burnt wings from an
electrocution from a poorly designed power line.
Just two hours of sleep later Kerri rolled back out of bed
to treat Hope, but also to deal with a Cape Vulture with
bumble-foot (imagine a terrible case of bunions), two

Arrive there on any afternoon and you will find school
children from the local high schools wandering
among the cages, filling out worksheets and soaking
in the experience of being up close and personal with
Africa’s most magnificent birds. There are few school
programmes which afford urban children an opportunity
to interact with wild animals on such a meaningful and
regular basis. VulPro creates a platform for these children
to gain hands-on exposure and experience of species
conservation. It provides opportunities for them to
become socially and environmentally responsible and
the staff make a point of championing goodwill, care and
empathy towards all forms of life.
The vulture restaurant
Early in her career at VulPro, Kerri realised that a number
of the release birds were refusing to leave the ready
source of food that was available within the aviaries
and so began her vulture restaurant. Now, two to three
times a week, carcasses are placed on her land and the
sky quickly fills with birds from the local colonies. The
local Capes are joined by African White-backed Vultures,
Marabou Storks, Pied Crows, Yellow-billed Kites and Cattle
Egrets.
A significant portion of birds at VulPro can never fly
again. These amputees and victims of power lines will
live out their lives within the confines of VulPro’s aviaries.
Considering the number of wild birds or new releases
who choose to visit these populations, these aviaries don’t
seem to be a particularly bad place to be. However, it is
clear that, from VulPro’s perspective, an ideal outcome

would be to never see a release bird again. Every bird
that is captive bred or treated at the facility is tagged
and many of them are satellite tracked. Some have been
phenomenal successes, ranging out into Botswana and
Zimbabwe, while others experience a failure to launch,
like truculent teenagers, refusing to venture beyond the
kitchen.
For this reason, VulPro now has built a release
enclosure above Gauteng’s only Cape Vulture colony at
Nooitgedacht, near Hekpoort. The hope is that birds bred
or captured at VulPro can now be released back into a
natural and vibrant colony.
Above and beyond
At VulPro, there is a visceral understanding and care for
the birds as individuals, something that I have not seen
in any other conservation organisation. In addition, the
involvement, buy-in, understanding and collaboration
from farmers, landowners, communities, organisations,
and people from all walks of life bring a united approach
to protecting and preserving vultures for generations
to come. VulPro understands the need for a holistic
approach and strives to work with both private and public
sectors, with both poor and rich communities, in order to
bring about a change in the conservation of vultures.
There is also a dedication to science and the sharing
of information that would be the envy of any university
department. They are intensely aware that information
kept to themselves is information wasted. They publish
with an enthusiasm that belies quite how busy their dayto-day lives are. Extensive annual monitoring of cliff and
tree nesting vultures is continuously undertaken in order
to understand population numbers and threats. Groundbreaking research is undertaken with project partners for
the greater good of vultures throughout the world and
VulPro’s understanding of vulture movements is essential
for lobbying conservationists, governments, and the
private sector to join forces in the fight to halt the African
Vulture crisis.
But what is most striking about VulPro is the dedication.
Everyone at VulPro lives and breathes birds. They show a
loyalty to their organisation and to the species that they
are working on saving that is an inspiration to those of
us in other sectors of the environmental game. VulPro
is a jewel in South Africa’s conservation crown. It is an
exhausting operation to run and the work is frequently
thankless and unpleasant.
But it is also indisputably
valuable. We would do well
to use this model to provide
conservation support to
other South African species
in desperate need.
For more information,
visit VulPro’s website at
vulpro.com or follow their
Facebook page at facebook.
com/VulProAfrica.
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Porcupine:

A prickly customer
Article by Peter Lawson & photo by Ziggi Hugo

P

More kindness
from the Groens
Photos by Sabrina Chielens

O

ne of Eco Children’s favourite families, the Groens
from the Netherlands, recently visited the Lowveld
and continued with their charitable ways.

The Groens established the Green Savannah Tree fund in
2012 and have assisted Eco Children ever since to make a
difference to their adopted schools and crèches.

In the past few years, Henk and Ria have funded the construction of eight enviro loos at Seganyane Primary, two
enviro loos and a kitchen at Teedi crèche, and four basins
at Seganyane. On their most recent visit, they donated
beautiful books to the library at Hloaia Primary School and
toys to one of the neighbouring crèches while spending
some time with the kids at the crèche.

Corné Havenga, CEO of Eco Children, says the organisation is extremely privileged and thankful to be able to
have the Groens as supporters. “We are so privileged to
know these two beautiful and kind souls and look forward
to keeping working with them to make a difference in any
way possible. We would like to thank Henk and Ria for
their support and for inspiring us on tough days by their
unwavering support,” she said.
Eco Children are always looking for age appropriate books
for their respective schools’ libraries. If you have children’s
books that you would like to donate or you would like to
contribute financially to any of our libraries, please contact
projects@ecochildren.co.za for more information on how
you can get involved.

orcupines Hystrix africaeaustralis are common
mammals in the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve
(KPNR) but unique and strange looking. Their bodies
are armed with long, pliable spines and sharp quills. They
are not easy to see as they are nocturnal and sleep well
hidden during the day – your best bet of seeing one is
on a night drive. If you are lucky enough to get it in your
headlights in the road, it will raise its quills in alarm and
gallop along ahead of your vehicle, resembling a giant,
animated pin-cushion. With its quills raised it appears to
be double its actual size.
Porcupines are the largest rodents in southern Africa
and related to rats and mice. They occur throughout the
KPNR in all vegetation types. During the day they remain
underground in burrows, either dug by themselves or
by an aardvark. In rocky areas they also use crevices as
their dens. These abodes can be detected by dropped
quills at the entrance as well as their fibrous droppings,
shaped like large date stones. Sometimes, bones are
also present as they gnaw on old bones for their calcium
and phosphate intake. This could also be to tone their
large incisor teeth. In going to their feeding grounds,
they usually follow certain routes and their tracks are
sometimes visible for kilometres in the mornings after
traversing that route the night before. They can travel up
to 10 km a night, or even more.
Porcupines are exclusively vegetarian and their diet
consists mainly of bulbs, roots, fallen wild fruit, seeds, and
the bark of certain tree species. They are wasteful feeders,
consuming usually only a portion of what
they find during the night and leaving
the balance to decay. In some areas they
damage trees extensively by gnawing at
bark and on occasions even kill them by
ring-barking. On the positive side, they will
debark alien syringas when they occur, in
preference to indigenous trees. Also on
the positive side, they play a role in keeping
savanna habitat open when it tends to
become forested.
We all know that porcupines have quills for
protection against predators such as lions,
leopards and hyenas. They also use these
against humans when not in protected
areas, as their flesh is a prized food source
and their quills are used for making

ornamentation such as bracelets and necklaces.
What many of us don’t know though is that they cannot
shoot their quills, which you read about in fables. I have
even heard this incorrectly stated on a television wildlife
documentary. The quills are used to stab the attacker
and they are not firmly attached so they come loose and
remain in the flesh of the predator, sometimes causing
serious wounds that fester and become extremely painful.
When taken by surprise and disturbed at night,
porcupines rattle their quills, make a grunting noise and
stomp their hind feet like a child throwing a tantrum.
This rattling can be quite loud. The short quills in the
tail are specifically designed for this purpose as they are
hollow and broad at the base and open at the ends. The
porcupine shakes its tail vigorously to cause these quills
to knock against each other to make the noise. Should
the cause of the disturbance continue to advance, the
porcupine will rush at it and stab with its quills, either
backwards or sideways. Domestic dogs are often victims
of these attacks.
Breeding takes place between August and January, with a
peak in January. Two young are usually born at a time, and
their quills first appear as white soft bristles. The babies
remain underground until the quills have hardened, and
then accompany their mother on her nightly forays.
Porcupines may be common in the KPNR but it is special
to see them, and certainly a good mammal to add to your
list.
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minutes, leaving nothing but an impressive display of their
efficiency – nothing went to waste.
The smell and commotion had drawn in others though
and a couple of spotted hyenas began to encircle the
area. The dogs, having had their fill, for the most part
departed – allowing the hyenas the opportunity to dart
in and steal the pitiful remains. Not wanting to fight for
the merest of morsels, the dogs made their way back to
the dam where we were originally located and began to
drink and frolic in the calm and cool water. Once again,
our positioning was masterful thanks to our guide, Louise
Hissey from Africa On Foot. The dogs played, swam and
drank all around us and, due to our positioning under a
dam wall, above us. The hyenas too came in to quench
their own thirst and for another half-hour we had the twopredator species co-existing and displaying nothing but
energetic and joyful behaviour, except for the odd fracas.

Wild dog delight
Article & photos by Samuel Cox | African Impact

T

he beauty of game drives is the unexpected. Lurking
around every corner and behind every bush lies the
possibility of a life changing encounter. Whether
it’s your first outing in the bush or if you’re a seasoned
guide, it’s what makes every outing so exciting and rich
with potential. The sighting could last for an hour or mere
seconds; you just never know.

chase a sunrise. We waited patiently but to no avail, the
sun was already up, completely concealed by gloom, and
rain was threatening to begin. A sigh of tiredness and
disappointment carried across the Land Cruiser. That was,
until we saw something emerge out of the bush to our
flank. A panicked shout of disbelief and excitement broke
out: “Wild dog!”

I teach wildlife and conservation photography for African
Impact, a volunteer organisation based in the Greater
Kruger area of South Africa and the above is exactly
what I preach to all of my photography volunteers; that
no matter how quiet it may seemingly be, it only takes a
split second for everything to change. This was one such
occasion.

A lone African painted wolf trotted down to the dam’s
edge and proceeded to drink, not caring at all about our
close proximity. After a quick drink, the wild dog jaunted
back to where it came from, and we of course made
haste to follow. It had made an impala kill, not far from
where we were, and we positioned the vehicle for the
best photographic angle as the scene played out. The
rest of the pack, another 16 or so, quickly joined and
swarmed the fresh kill with the joyous and overwhelming
excitement one usually associates with children in a
candy store. Every bone was stripped near clean within 15

It was a quiet morning, the sky was a dull grey with a
thick blanket of cloud blocking out a lot of light – not
ideal for photography, but we headed to a local dam to

A few of the dogs split off and before long there were
the distant howls and cries to those remaining – another
kill had been made. Instantly, the pack was on the move,
and once again we were off to keep up. For the next few
minutes there was the adrenaline-infused notion that we
were, in essence, moving along with the pack as the dogs
weaved in front, behind and alongside our vehicle. The
hyenas too, had joined in. It had become a three species
chase to find out what the commotion was about. They
had indeed made another kill, this time in much thicker
bush and the remains so spread out it was impossible to

focus in one spot. The hyenas and dogs began to grow
weary of each other and before long the pack of wild dogs
decided in unity to head off, disappearing into the African
bush after nothing but a few effortless trots of immense
speed and silence. The hyenas were left to mop up the
remains, to act as the clean-up crew, and with their own
bone-breaking efficiency, everything was gone in no time
at all.
The sighting in total lasted just under an hour. We
moved no more than a few 100 metres and yet, it will
more than likely remain one of my all-time favourite and
most energetic animal encounters. The spirits of both
predators were on full display and the fingers of my onboard photographers never left their camera shutters;
resulting in thousands upon thousands of pictures
they were eager to get back to analyse. Despite the low
light conditions, the constant faint veil of rain and the
unpredictability of that morning, they all succeeded in
capturing the scene with creativity and high technical skill.
But more importantly, they appreciated every moment
that unfolded in front of them and were keenly aware that
this was indeed a once-in-a-lifetime sighting.

Learn more about African Impact’s Photography
Project on their Facebook page at
facebook.com/AfricanImpactPhotography.
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Cooking up a storm
at Mphaku
Photos by Sabrina Chielens

C

onstruction of the kitchen at Mphaku Primary
School was completed earlier this year to the great
joy of the ladies who prepare meals for learners at
the school each day.
The construction was sponsored by the Australian High
Commission in South Africa and means learners’ lunches
can now be prepared in hygienic facilities, compared
to the rickety, open structure that previously served as
kitchen.

David and Goliath
of the reptilian world
Article by Colin Rowles & photos by Janice Rowles

The renovation of bathrooms and the kitchen is the
second step whenever Eco Children adopts a new school,
after the establishment of an Eco Village. “We would
like to thank the Australian High Commission for their
contribution in renovating the kitchen and improving
hygiene when it comes to the learners’ meals. This will go
a long way to avoid the outbreak of disease in the school,”
said Corné Havenga, Eco Children CEO.

L

iving in a conservation area is always filled with the
anticipation of not knowing what lies around the next
corner, waiting to be discovered.

Janice, my wife, often returns from a trip out of the
reserve and tells me of the wonderful and interesting
sightings that she’s had while travelling between the
reserve headquarters and Incheni gate. She was ecstatic
the day she saw and photographed her first pangolin, a
remarkable sighting.
Well, following a heavy shower of rain in the south of the
reserve during March, she observed and photographed
something even more unusual and very seldom seen.
A serpentine writhing creature caught her eye as it lay
on the side of the road. She stopped the vehicle and
curiously moved to take a closer look. She was astounded
at what she saw, something that I’d only seen once in my
30 years of conservation.

The old kitchen was demolished because it was in such
a bad state, before a brand new building was built with
convenient gas cooking facilities. This means the ladies
who do the cooking can now work in a safe and hygienic
facility and do not have to struggle to make a fire every
morning before cooking.
All children at the school receive lunch every school day
and for many of them this is the only meal they receive
all day. It is imperative that these meals are prepared
hygienically and this renovation means this is possible.
Furthermore, this is now a much safer space for the ladies
who prepare the meals to work in.

Previous kitchen

It was a purple-glossed snake Amblyodipsas polylepis
attacking a giant blind snake Typhlops schlegelii. Both of
these species of snake are largely subterranean, and only
observed above ground following heavy rain which forces
them to the surface, as their burrows become flooded.
Purple-glossed snakes prey upon giant blind snakes,
although one has to ask how this is possible given
the minute size of the predator in relation to its prey.
Unfortunately, neither Janice nor I previously, had the
time to sit and watch this interesting phenomenon play
out.
To see either of the two species is very rare, but to
observe the two locked in combat is certainly very special
and would rank high on any nature enthusiast’s list of
unusual sightings.

New kitchen
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The Little Five:

021

Photo by Garth Batchelor

Photo by Jacques de Villers

ELEPHANT shrew

Red-billed BUFFALO Weaver

Smaller but no less
fascinating
Article by Sean Fairhead & Sketch by Joshua Fairhead

I

believe visitors to the bush go through a few phases of
growth over time. This growth goes hand in hand with
increased knowledge and awareness of their surroundings. First timers are wow-ed by everything – big and
small. Then the focus on the next few visits seems to shift
to the big scary, hairy animals. Trying to check off as many
of the Big Five as possible becomes quite important. And
then, as a person’s understanding, knowledge and appreciation of our environment grows, so does the realisation

Ant LION
A quick look at any sandy patches in your camp will
reveal a multitude of conical shaped holes. These
are made by the larvae of what are commonly
referred to as lacewings in their adult form. There
are approximately 125 species in South Africa,
most of who’s larvae are free living below the sand
(not creating the cones).
The larvae have fat bodies, small legs and huge
mandibles which, apart from feeding, they use
for digging and creating the cones by flicking the
sand upwards while moving backwards in ever
diminishing circles. Here they lie in wait for small
insects to fall into the hole upon which they flick
sand at the prey ensuring it falls ever closer to the
mandibles. When in range, the prey is grabbed
and pulled underground. Non-cone digging larvae
simply lunge upwards out of the sand to grab their
prey. Interestingly, they do not have mouths but
the mandibles are hollow and they use these to
suck out the prey’s juices, upon which they discard
the shell.
When fully grown, the larvae construct an oval
cocoon with silk. Here it changes into a pupa,
from which emerges an adult ant lion. Adults
are winged, the wings being transparent with a
network of veins (hence the name lacewing). They
resemble dragonflies but are nocturnal and have
stout clubbed antennae. Lacewings have a lazy
flight pattern and when at rest the wings are folded
backwards as opposed to dragonflies whose wings
remain open

that every component of the eco system is as vital as the
next and that the Little Five have as important a role to
play as the Big Five. Next time you are in the bush, try ticking off these little animals. Take some time observing each
of them and you will realise that they are just as fascinating as their larger, better known namesakes.
.

Photos by Tarryn Craig

We get two species of elephant shrew in the
Klaserie: short snouted and eastern rock. The short
snouted generally utilise bushveld habitats with
dense grass cover especially along riverine areas,
whereas the eastern rock, as its name suggests,
utilises cover afforded by rocky outcrops. As a
result, these species are often found living within a
few metres of one another.
Without going into too much detail, you can
generally look for a rodent of approximately
250mm in length with large oval shaped ears and
a significantly long nose. Both species are di and
nocturnal with a peak activity period at dawn. They
feed on insects, predominantly ants and termites.
Young are born in summer and they are precocial
– meaning their eyes are open, they are fully haired
and walk about soon after being born. Females
become sexually mature between 5 and 6 weeks
old, maximising breeding time as their lifespan is
only 2 to 4 years

A locally common resident, these gregarious
birds make bird watching interesting. As their
name suggests the males have red bills and black
plumage, distinctive white flanks, and white wing
patches. Females are more brownish-black. They
feed on insects, seeds and fruit.
What makes these noisy birds fun to observe is
their nesting habits. Many of you may have their
large, untidy nests in big thorn trees in your camp
or at a dam. Have a look at the size of some of the
twigs they use in their nests and you might wonder
how a relatively small bird is able to bear this
weight in flight. Breeding behaviour is complex with
both polygamous and cooperative systems – some
females may even brood parasitic like cuckoos.
In polygamous systems, males defend up to eight
females in their nesting chambers in the communal
nest, whereas in cooperative systems, two males
may jointly build and defend nests and feed the
young.
There is definite aggression by the nest male
against all other males and strange females.
This is appropriately termed lodge aggression.
Interestingly, if the male is absent then the females
in the group act in a similar manner. Females also
actively repulse females of the same harem who
approach their nest entrance too closely. All eggs in
the nest hatch asynchronously (at the same time)
which assists in reducing the impact of predation.
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Sexing tortoises is easy. Males have a concave
plastron (bottom shell), extended nuchal (the two
bits of shell under the throat), and a long tail which
extends past the feet. Females have a flat plastron,
slight nuchal and a very short tail.
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Smiles all round
at local dental drive
Photos by Sabrina Chielens

L

earners at Makwetše Primary School were treated to
free toothbrushes and fluoride treatments recently
thanks to the generosity of a few Canadian guests
staying at Kapama Private Nature Reserve.

LEOPARD Tortoise
We get two tortoise species in the Klaserie. The
seldom seen Speke’s hinged tortoise and the
much more common leopard tortoise. Typically,
leopard tortoises are active in the summer months
when there is a good supply of standing water
and fresh grazing material. Tortoises appear as if
out of nowhere after rain. They are also incredibly
accurate weather forecasters – more so than our
weather service I dare say – and if you notice them
scurrying about on a warm cloudless day, you can
be sure there has been a change in barometric
pressure and rain is on its way.
It is preferable to never pick up a tortoise but if
you want to inspect one a little more closely please
only do so after it has just rained so that they
can rehydrate adequately as one of their defence
mechanisms is to urinate when disturbed. They
need to go for months without drinking during the
winter and every drop of moisture is important
to them. Interestingly, they also gnaw bones and
hyena dung in order to obtain calcium for shell
growth and egg shell development.
Females are sexually mature by approximately 15
years and lay up to 15 ping-pong ball sized eggs in
summer. Eggs are deposited into a 25cm deep hole
which she excavates with her hind feet, urinating
copiously in order to soften the soil. Incubation
takes 10 to 15 months, depending on ambient
temperature. Hatchlings weigh 50 grams and
measure 40 to 50mm. Survival percentage is low
and young are heavily preyed upon by ants, birds,
leguaans, and small carnivores.

Dr Egon Beiler, a dentist from Canada, visited Makwetše
Primary School while on a holiday at Kapama and
organised with his suppliers and others in the visiting
group to supply toothbrushes, floss and fluoride rinses to
each of the 760 or so learners at the school.
On the day, the children lined up with wide eyes and
eager anticipation. In just over an hour, Dr Beiler and his

RHINO beetle
Probably the most aptly named and for obvious
reason, these widely distributed beetles are seen
in summer and mostly at night. There are 60 odd
species of this beetle. They are attracted to lights
and if one has a look around an outside light left
on during the night at your camp you may well
find one – together with a host of other interesting
insects.
Typically 45 to 50mm long, they are a dark shiny
brown with lines of shallow punctures on the elytra
(wing cases). The males have a long backward
curved horn, which serves as a visual display for
mating selection. Larvae live on decomposing plant
material and are typically large, fat C-shaped grubs
which you may have observed in your compost
heap at home.

HOEDSPRUIT
52 BUFFEL STREET • TEL: 015 793 0116

friends administered almost 800 fluoride rinses that will
help strengthen the children’s teeth. During the visit, he
also spoke to the children about the importance of oral
health and how to avoid tooth decay. Everyone went
home with a smile just a little brighter than usual.
Corné Havenga, CEO of Eco Children was thrilled by this
initiative and said it’s heartwarming when visiting tourists
decide to take initiative and go above and beyond to make
a difference to childrens’ lives. “Thank you so much to
Kapama and to Dr Beiler and each and every person who
contributed to this initiative. May this be the first of many
dental drives at our schools,” she said.
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The Bateleurs:
Flying for the environment in Africa
Article by Zelda de Keijzer
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deeply motivated to save the little wilderness left in SA,”
he said.
The Bateleurs is a non-profit company (NPC) with
over 250 volunteer pilots and aircraft. It provides its
beneficiaries and the public with an aerial perspective
of the environment and has coordinated several diverse
missions throughout South Africa and Africa in support
of environmental issues. The Bateleurs provide decisionmakers, researchers, educators, other NPCs and the
media with information that assists them to make sound
environmental decisions.
There is no charge to beneficiaries for the missions flown
by The Bateleurs. Missions are made possible through the
philanthropy of our volunteer pilot members and the free
use of their aircraft and time constitutes around 70% of
the “value” of The Bateleurs. The organisation relies solely
on funding to cover their operational costs that includes
ad hoc payments to volunteer pilots for fuel and other
mission-related expenses.

Article by Zelda de Keijzer & photos by …

Nature writer, James Clarke once described The Bateleurs
as “an environmental air force which has had profound
effect on conservation tactics in southern Africa”. Missions
flown vary and have included the following:

“If ever there was an eagle that symbolises complete mastery of the sky, it’s the Bateleur. Rocking as
it flies, like the French tight-rope walker whence its name comes, the Bateleur spends timeless days
gliding effortlessly high above the African landscape, taking in every detail of the world that sweeps
beneath its path.” – Sven Kreher, chairman of The Bateleurs

T

his year marks the 20th anniversary of The
Bateleurs, Africa’s first private flight support
programme for conservation. It is only fitting that
this milestone coincides with the organisation’s relocation
to Hoedspruit, a hub of conservation activities in South
Africa, where they will continue their work in the air to
protect life on earth.

The Bateleurs was founded in 1998 by Nora Kreher,
who had a passion for wildlife and nature conservation.
She died in 2008 at the age of 77, leaving her mark on
southern Africa’s wildlife and environmental conservation.
The late conservationist and patron of The Bateleurs,
Dr Ian Player described her as “one of the really great
heroines in the conservation struggle in South Africa. She
was a woman of indomitable courage, highly intuitive and

•

Exposing illegal activities

•

Monitoring proposed developments such as mining,
toll roads, and housing

•

Tracking animals with telemetry equipment

•

Conducting surveys of animal populations (think
14 microlights counting elephants in the Maputo
Elephant Reserve)

•

Identifying Wattled Crane nests and counting eggs
for reclamation and artificial incubation of the second
egg

•

Transporting endangered wildlife between
conservation areas

•

Documenting vulnerable wetlands adjacent to urban
sprawl

Volunteer pilots frequently fly rhino anti-poaching patrols
and provide support for crime scene investigators in
the Kruger National Park. The list of missions goes on,
with well over 600 missions flown to date, many of which
involved several aircraft and many days spent in the air.
For more information on The Bateleurs, contact Zelda de
Keijzer on info@bateleurs.org.
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Lion acrobatics
at Angela’s Camp
Article & photos by Charles & Lois Hardy

We spent an exceptional weekend with a
group of friends in March 2018 at Angela’s
Camp.

Marabou Stork:

On our first day, we saw elephant, lion,
leopard, rhino and wild dogs but the
real highlight came on the Saturday. Our
guide, Elvis Mathebula was exceptional
and located the River Pride – nine lions
resting in the river bed.

The Bushveld Undertaker

As we watched, two young lions climbed
up a large overhanging tree trunk. Not
long after they clambered down, another
young lion climbed up the same tree, went
even higher and lay watching his family
about 6 metres below. Whilst climbing the
last steep and high section of the tree,
the lion used its claws to climb and its tail
to balance – almost as dexterously as a
leopard.

Article by Peter Lawson & photos by Samuel Cox | African Impact

T

he large and unusual Marabou Stork Leptoptilos
crumenifer certainly does look like an undertaker
when it strides slowly towards a carcass with a
sombre look on its face, hands behind its back and the
right attire. They are not one of the best-looking birds
and are solemn and grotesque-looking. In years gone by,
they were commonly known as Adjutants because their
pompous, measured gait reminded the British colonial
troops of these seldom-loved officers. Their diet consists
mainly of carrion and they compete with vultures that
tend to stay clear of their enormous beaks when feeding
on a carcass. When not feeding they stand for hours in
the same position, either on the ground or in a large tree.
Their long, thin legs look white but that is because they
defecate down their legs. There are two reasons for this
disgusting habit, or so we think. The one is because they
stand for hours in the hot sun and the white faeces reflect
the sun and cools them down. The other reason, which
I think is a good one, is that when standing still their feet
and legs would likely be covered in ants and termites but
white tends to keep these insects away. This is the same
reason why, in some rural areas, the local people paint
whitewash around the base of fruit trees growing near
their huts. To me this makes sense.
As Marabous are carrion eaters they have bald heads like
vultures. This makes them all the more ugly, but there
is good reason for this design of nature. Why would you
want to dip your feathered head into a rotten, smelly
carcass? There is something else that makes them
grotesque though. They have a long, pink pouch that
extends from their neck down the front of their chest.
On a really hot day this sac hangs loose right down to the

base of their legs. This is another clever design of mother
nature as it serves as an air-conditioning unit with fine
capillaries with cool blood flowing through. At the base of
the neck there is another sac that resembles a thick slice
of raw steak. Clever indeed as it serves the same cooling
purpose.
They can be seen in the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve
(KPNR) at any time of the year and yet they don’t breed
anywhere nearby, not even in South Africa. There is
only one place in southern Africa where up to 200 pairs
nest annually during the winter, the Okavango Delta in
Botswana. There, they build their flat platform nests in a
colony on treetops, 2 to 8 metres above the water that
surrounds the trees. It is extremely important that this
area remains fully protected for the species to survive.
Marabou Storks may be ugly but they are special, so take
note of their specialities and marvel at them when you
see them.

Special thanks go to our guide, Elvis for a
truly exciting and unique sighting experience which firmly dispels the myth that
lions can’t climb trees.

African Summer Spa
8 Raptors Safari Junction

015 793 1895 / 082 370 9845
Email: info@africansummerspa.co.za
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Grey-headed Heron

Black-headed Heron - Photo by Chris Kotze

Look-alike birds:
Part 2

White-breasted Cormorant

Article by Derek Solomon & photos by Derek Solomon and Chris Kotze

The correct identification of birds can be problematic, particularly when two or more species look
fairly similar. In many cases the adults are fairly easy to identify but the juveniles or immatures can
cause problems. This series takes a look at various common but often confusing or look-alike birds
that can be found in the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve and surrounding areas.
Grey vs Black-headed Heron
At a quick glance it is easy to misidentify these two
species. Both are large grey herons with obvious daggerlike bills and long legs. However, there is already a
difference between the two species in this area. The Grey
Heron has a yellow bill and yellowish legs. The Blackheaded on the other hand has a black bill and black legs.
The top of the head of the Grey Heron is white with a
black eye-stripe. The Black-headed, like its name, has a

black hood and hind neck. In flight, they are very easy
to separate as the Grey Heron has all-grey underwings
whereas the Black-headed has two-tone black and grey
underwings.
Feeding behaviour is also important. The Grey Heron
generally feeds in water, hunting singly along the margins
of almost any waterbody. The Black-headed is more of
a dryland species, favouring open grasslands to feed,
although sometimes it can be seen hunting along wetland
edges.

The birds
confused us
too
Well these birds really are confusing, aren’t they?

Reed Cormorant

In the last edition of the Klaserie Chronicle we
featured the White-breasted and Reed Cormorants
in this series of articles. However, we got so
confused that we published images of the Blackheaded Heron by mistake.
We apologise for any confusion this may have
caused and would like to clear up any lasting
confusion with these images of actual Cormorants.
You can also see what Herons look like (again) in the
main article on this page.
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wire-net protection. The study site for the project is Jejane
Private Nature Reserve which is part of the APNR on the
western boundary of the Kruger National Park.
50 occupied hives and 50 dummy hives (no bees, just an
empty hive) were hung at the study site on selected adult
marula trees. After two years of monitoring, the results
showed the following:

•

66% of the control trees, with no protection, suffered
from elephant impact which varied from bark
stripping and branch breakage to uprooting and stem
snapping

•

44% of the wire-netted trees either had primary
or secondary branches broken, as well as being
uprooted and stems snapped.

Photo by Tamsin Lotter

•

Bees, trees and

Only 6% of the beehive trees were impacted by
elephants, with musth bulls responsible for this
impact.

Overall, beehives proved exceptionally effective at
preventing elephants from impacting marula trees,
while the presence of beehives in marula trees did
not prevent elephants from moving through the study
site. The beehive mitigation method also comes at a
higher financial cost in comparison to wire-netting, and
additional costs may be required to feed the bees sugar
water and nectar during dry spells, as has been the case
with this research project.

elephants

Following on from this success, Elephants Alive have now
upgraded the hives, thanks to funding from the Elizabeth
Margaret Steyn (EMS) Foundation, replacing them with
superior BeePak™ hives. These hives better protect the
bee colonies from adverse conditions, such as extremes
of temperature, especially in the summer months.
Furthermore, the bees can be fed as part of a system
within the hive itself. Ronny Makukule from Elephants
Alive has been appointed as the Bee Project Officer and
has been trained by Mark Collins of BeePak™ to remove
the swarms from the old hives and install them into the
new BeePak™ hives. These larger hives also provide more
space for honey and wax production. It is hoped that
honey production will commence once summer is here
and the bees can find more food from flowering trees and
shrubs.
We are delighted that a number of local landowners,
including several in the Klaserie, have already enquired
about installing hives to protect particular trees. It is
inspiring to see Elephants Alive’s pioneering research
acting as a model of success for other reserves. This
research is providing a valuable case study for job
creation, biodiversity-friendly livelihoods and the
reduction of human-elephant conflict. It’s a win-win
solution for elephants, large trees, game reserves and the
local communities.
If you’d like to find out more please contact info2u@
elephantsalive.org or visit elephantsalive.org.

Article by Harriet Nimmo

H

oedspruit based Elephants Alive are pioneering
an innovative way of protecting big trees from
elephant damage.

Elephants are considered to have an unacceptable impact
on certain large trees in some conservation areas. This
damage exacerbates human-elephant conflict, with some
calling for elephants to be culled in order to reduce tree
impact.
Elephants Alive have been studying the impact of
elephants on large trees since 2004 and looking at
mitigation methods which could be used to increase
the survival rate of large trees. This includes wrapping
chicken wire around the trunk to prevent bark-stripping

by elephants. Over 3,000 trees are being monitored for
elephant impact, with half of them being protected from
elephant effects in this way.
In 2015, Elephants Alive embarked on a unique project
to use bees to protect iconic trees from elephant impact
within the Associated Private Nature Reserves (APNR).
It is known that elephants do not like bees, and beehive
fences have been successfully used in east Africa to
protect farmers’ crops. So, Elephants Alive have pioneered
innovative research, using beehives suspended in a
number of iconic marula trees.
Elephants Alive’s Robin Cook has been testing how
effective bees are at protecting iconic trees, compared to

Photo by Robin Cook

TLB to rent.

Ideal for digging septic tanks, ash pits, pipelines and cable trenches.
General road maintenance, opening of drains and rebuilding drain humps.
Slasher also available.
Contact Martin: martin@rockfig.co.za or 0835563271
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Pied Kingfisher:

Kingfisher with a difference
Article by Peter Lawson & photos by Chris Kotze

T

here are 10 Kingfisher species in southern Africa
and at least eight of those are resident in, or visitors
to the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve (KPNR). One
of these are really unique as it is the only one that has
no colour whatsoever. It is black and white throughout,
even the beak, eyes and legs, and is aptly named the
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis. Generally it is tame and
conspicuous and a delight to watch.
Another difference is that it has no restriction when
feeding as it can hover over the water and dive in when
a fish is spotted. This makes it almost independent of
lookout posts at the water’s edge. Other fish-eating
Kingfishers fish from a perch and thus can only catch fish
that swim nearby. The Pied Kingfisher can move about, far
from the shore of water bodies, and when a fish too large
to swallow is caught, it flies to a perch with its prey and
beats it against the perch until soft enough to swallow. Its
diet is varied and consists of other marine invertebrates
in addition to fish, such as crabs and aquatic insects.
Pied Kingfishers can be seen throughout the KPNR where
there are rivers, streams and dams, but it avoids fastflowing water. The female differs from the male by having
a single breast band, whereas the male has a double
breast band. They are resident and are thus present
throughout the year.
When nesting they excavate a lengthy tunnel in a suitable
bank close to the water, positioned in the least accessible
part of the bank. Both males and females dig the nest,
taking it in turns to do the digging. The end of the tunnel
is widened to form a nest chamber that is big enough to
hold mom and her babies. Dad is a good father and also
takes his turn to brood the babies. In addition, he brings
food for them in the nest and very often his friends also
come to assist. These nest helpers are always males.
Generally they breed between August to November and
the nest is regularly re-used for successive clutches of
between four to six eggs.
So, when you are out and about in the reserve and visit a
watering point, take note of our black and white friends
and spend a bit of time watching them, you won’t be
disappointed.
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Own the night
Article by Willem Pretorius

A

couple of years ago I had the privilege of meeting
Erich Hoop and Gijs Rinsma with their families
on the farm Bateleur’s Nest. Little did I know that
we would end up being close friends. During my visits to
Bateleur’s Nest we frequently had discussions about the
dire straits we find ourselves in fighting the war against
rhino poaching, particularly in the Klaserie Private Nature
Reserve (KPNR).
Erich and Gijs are passionate about conservation and
they wanted to help in any way they could. It was clear
after many discussions that our night capability required
serious attention in the form of night vision equipment.
This equipment is very expensive and it requires trained
personnel and detailed orders to deploy it successfully
during planned operations such as lay-ways, listening
posts, or follow-up operations when shots are heard
during the evening.
Follow-up operations or any operations during total
darkness in a big five environment is very dangerous,
especially when on foot and moving through harsh
landscapes. At night your terrain becomes ten times more
difficult to negotiate. However, with proper training; and
specialised standard operating procedures in place for
night movement, small team tactics during immediate
action drills, and contact drills, we should get the upper
hand sooner than later.

head/helmet mounted, hand-held, optionally attached to
C-Mount lenses, cameras and extender afocal objective
lenses.
Bateleur’s Nest also donated one IR517 handheld
thermal monocular, the latest multi-functional portable
thermal imager launched by Guide Infrared. The lenses of
IR517 series are interchangeable for different detection
missions.
I would like to thank Bateleur’s Nest and in particular Erich
and Gijs for their continued support and tremendous
donation. The equipment will make a difference and we
will own the night.
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Sowing seeds
of change
Photos by Sabrina Chielens

E

co Children’s five Eco Villages are thriving and making
a difference in hundreds of children’s lives each
year, thanks to the continued support of the Make a
Difference Leadership Foundation (MAD).
In the past quarter, learners at the organisation’s adopted
schools planted another cycle of seedlings – 40,000 in
total – and attended eco lessons each week. The Eco
Village project has been ongoing for six years and has
played a major role in the increase of conservation
awareness among children and adults in the area. With
the support of MAD, Eco Children have built 180 keyhole
gardens at their five adopted schools, established five eco
classrooms and given numerous eco lessons.

To improve the night capability of the KPNR, Bateleur’s
Nest provided the reserve with the following pieces of
equipment:
The Multi-use MUM-14 Mini-Monocular is a high
performance modular, hand-held passive night vision
monocular device that utilises a single Generation III
intensifier tube to provide crisp, clear images using
ambient light from sources in the night sky such as the
moon, stars, and sky glow under the darkest of conditions.
The single eyepiece approach to night vision missions is
based upon the proven concept that independent use
of each eye maximises the ability of the user to operate
under a wide range of low light conditions and maintain
maximum situational awareness. Small and versatile,
the monocular has the ability to be weapon mounted,

SCHOOL FOR THE PLANET

Corné Havenga, CEO of Eco Children, says the learners
at the schools love planting seedlings and being a part
of the growing and harvesting process. “The Eco Village
project has contributed immensely to understanding of
nature and getting them even more curious about nature
and conservation. We would like to thank MAD for their
continued support and for helping us make a tangible
difference in these learners’ lives,” she said. “This project
would not be possible without their support and we look
forward to continue to work together and reach more
children in the area.”
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Photo by Bob Reeve, Klaserie Camps, Canon EOS 7D; 300 lens,1/400 @ f/ 6.3

Bushveld Moments
“Our task must be to free ourselves... by widening our circle of compassion to embrace all living creatures
and the whole of nature and it’s beauty.”
Albert Einstein

Photo by Samuel Cox | African Impact, KPNR, Canon EOS 7D; 300 lens, 1/250 @ f/ 5.0

Photo by Sally Rinsma, KPNR Bateleurs Camp, Canon EOS 7D; 400 lens, 1/60 @ f/ 8.0
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Help Us march to

Spreading light
with Little Sun &
Santa Shoebox

ONE million
happy hearts
The Santa Shoebox Project collects and distributes gifts at Christmas
time to underprivileged children throughout South Africa and Namibia.
We’re aiming to have reached one million children by 2019!

Photo by Sabrina Chielens

760

local children are now able to study
after sunset thanks to Little Sun solar
lamps, the Santa Shoebox Project (SSB)

10 hours of light after charging for only five hours and
provide learners with more time to read, draw, and do
homework. This is essential as most of them either do not
have electricity in their homes or can’t afford it.

Eco Children have been managing the collection and
distribution of Santa Shoeboxes in the Hoedspruit
community for the past seven years. For the second year
running, as part of the SSB pipeline project, they received
a number of solar lights from Little Sun to hand out to
children at a local school. This year, learners at Mphaku
Primary received solar lights, bringing the total number of
lights distributed to children in the area to 760.

The Little Sun project forms part of the SSB pipeline and
for every solar lamp purchased, SSB receives one for free.
“We are extremely grateful for this donation and know our
children will make good use of their lamps,” said Havenga.
“We would like to thank SSB and Little Sun for their
contribution and look forward to taking on another SSB
project later this year,” she concluded.

and Eco Children.

Corné Havenga, CEO of Eco Children explained that these
compact solar powered lamps can provide more than

www.santashoebox.org.za
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Going the extra mile
Jana Meyer, conservation
in aviation
Article by Catharina Robbertze

In this series we feature some incredible people who are driven by dedication and an absolute
passion for what they do to make a real difference in their chosen field. We salute you.
Jana Meyer is a relatively new face in Hoedspruit but she
has already made a big impact in the few short years she
has been patrolling our skies. She moved to Hoedspruit
permanently in 2016 and has since established herself as
one of the top helicopter pilots in the area.
Colin Rowles, Klaserie Private Nature Reserve warden, is
first to praise her and explains that her understanding of
wildlife behaviour, complemented by her superior flying
skills enable her to deliver an exceptional service.
Conservation first
Though Jana knew from a very young age that she wanted
to work in conservation, she only discovered her talent as
a helicopter pilot later in life. “From an early age I knew I
wanted to be in nature conservation and I did just that.
My dad said no, it’s a male dominated world and there’s
no money, but I just said no ways that’s what I want to do.
So I followed through,” she says.
After high school, she studied nature conservation at the
Pretoria Technikon and was chosen to be a game capture
student at the Kruger National Park when she finished
her studies. “I worked there for a year and it was the most
incredible time of my life. That was where I got my first
exposure to helicopters - where I saw it in operation and
flew in one for the first time in my life. It blew my mind as I
realised the massive role aviation plays in conservation.”
Despite this, Jana never thought about flying herself. “I
always thought it was too expensive so I continued doing
other courses like FGASA and shooting courses.” She
moved into the private sector when she became a ranger
at Singita for a few years, before getting married and
moving to the Waterberg. It was here where she decided
she wanted to fly herself as she spent many hours in a

Photo by Sabrina Chielens

helicopter during regular game captures for auctions at
the reserve where she worked. Knowing that a Private
Pilot License (PPL) costs R200,000 she knew she would
have to make a career of it to make the investment pay
off. Jana was 33 years old and had twin girls of 3 years old.
She knew it was going to be an immense challenge but
she was determined to make it happen.
Lift-off
Jana took out a personal loan to pay for part of her PPL
while she was working in the Waterberg and got a lucky
break when the company who was in charge of rhino
anti-poaching in the area received funding from the USA
for aviation. This meant they could pay for the rest of the
licence but the funding unfortunately dried up as soon
as she had her commercial license. “That was a bit of a
disaster. I didn’t have a job, and I was a fresh, commercial
pilot with only 200 hours of flying experience – no one
was going to hire me,” she recalls.
However, this didn’t put Jana off and she moved to the
big city to get flying hours. She worked for Netstar vehicle
tracking in Johannesburg and gained valuable experience
in the air, especially when it comes to radio work. “In
aviation, radio work is a massive thing. Communicating
in different airspaces is extremely complex and very
stressful. In Johannesburg you’re taking off from
Grand Central, and communicating with Johannesburg
International, Waterkloof, Rand Airport, and Lanseria. You
learn situational awareness of runways, traffic etc. Every
pilot should do that once,” she says.
Her big break into conservation aviation came when she
was offered a job to fly for a private person in Polokwane
doing game work. At last she could get flying experience
with animals.
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A natural talent
“With my experience of doing game captures on the
ground, and with nature conservation studies as
background, I was immediately a good pilot as I could
read the animals on the ground,” Jana says. “I also think I
have a natural talent for flying, I can feel the machine, it’s
just different.”
Of course, it has been challenging proving herself as a
pilot because she is a woman but she believes this has
actually made her a better pilot. “I have to always be at the
top of my game. You’re always under the magnifying glass
and everyone’s watching every move you make carefully.
I don’t think guys are under so much pressure, people just
assume you can fly if you’re a man.”
“I had a lot of people criticising me when I took the
decision to become a pilot, saying it’s selfish ambition,
that I won’t be successful, and asking what about the
kids. Thank goodness I made a success out of it and I’m
here today. Things are looking great for the business,
we’re busy, we have three helicopters in our fleet here in
Hoedspruit and we have a nice team.”
Aviation in conservation
Jana is grateful for the opportunity she received from
KPNR warden, Colin and is now one of his go-to’s when it
comes to incursions and game captures in the reserve.
“I’m always on standby, 100% of the time. Whether it’s
problem animal control or a wounded animal or counterpoaching. It doesn’t bother me though. It’s what I’m
passionate about and I’m committed to conservation.”
“I realised early in my career how important this piece of
equipment is for conservation. It’s just so versatile and
manoeuvrable. You can control everything, whether you
need to stop in front of a rhino to prevent it from running
into a ditch or catch poachers – you can do anything.
I thought with my knowledge with animals and their
behaviour I could do a good job and make a difference.”

a way. That’s what I’m trying to teach my girls: Whatever
you’re passionate about in life, if that’s what you want to
do in life, you can accomplish it, and you’re going to be
successful.”
Jana is proof that passion and hard work pay off, and
Colin confirms this when he explains why she is his one
of his go-to pilots: “Her flying skills are unsurpassed, she’s
professional in her approach and an absolute pleasure
to work with. They say that a good helicopter pilot is one
who’s actions are instinctive, they strap the helicopter on
their backs and go to work, Jana is certainly one of them,”
he says.
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A festival of biltong
Article by Gijs Rinsma

T

he third annual Klaserie Biltong Fees will take place
on Saturday, 18 August and, if you love biltong, it is
not to be missed.

The event is still in its infancy but has grown each year
and this year will be no different. The idea for the festival
was hatched during a conversation under the shade of a
knob thorn tree. This in itself is a good beginning for an
event in a game reserve. The idea behind the event was
mostly to feature the different biltong that people make
and we felt that a friendly competition would add just
enough rivalry to keep things interesting and fun. We also
knew a valuable spin-off would be to grow the community
spirit between members and residents of the Klaserie.
The inaugural Klaserie Biltong Fees took place in August
2016 and was a small gathering. This was predictable
but the success and enjoyment was very encouraging.
Entries were placed in numbered bowls and a tasting
panel was nominated. Their challenging task was to
choose a winning biltong out of the tasty entries. After
some serious deliberation and numerous re-tastings,
a decision was reached and the well-deserved winner
was Willem Pretorius. After the official announcement,
shaking of hands, and slapping of backs, we progressed

to dinner. Great food was consumed and washed down
with a couple of beers and the odd glass of wine. At this
inaugural gathering we decided on the idea of a floating
trophy. Deciding on the exact shape or form of this trophy
sprouted a whole new set of ideas and discussions.
Happily, the solution arose at the art auction before the
2017 AGM. We now have a magnificent piece of art as our
floating trophy.
The second Klaserie Biltong Fees was held on 19 August
2017. At this stage, news and enthusiasm for the Biltong
Fees had begun to spread amongst Klaserie residents
and the quantity and quality of entries improved. A
total of 12 entries presented us with the difficulty of
finding independent judges. This small hurdle was easily
overcome when we drew up voting cards and everybody
had to vote. Each entry was presented in a numbered
bowl and all present were encouraged to taste and vote.
As you can imagine, this resulted in much excitement
accompanied by friendly banter and lively discussion.
Once again, the thinking process was oiled with a few
beers and glasses of wine, all in all, resulting in a fun
evening. After all was said and done, votes were counted
and to no-one’s surprise, Willem defended his title as he
emerged as the second winner of the
annual Klaserie Biltong Fees.

Of course, it’s not all fun and games and Jana has to deal
with upsetting events like seeing poached rhinos. “I get so
angry when I’m flying back alone in the chopper – you get
horrible thoughts of what you’ll do to these people if you
catch them. It’s definitely emotionally draining and when
you get home you have to gather yourself. Having a safe
haven at home and the privilege of switching off at home
in the Klaserie helps,” she says.

We would like to encourage anyone who
makes their own biltong to come along
and enter. Even if you do not have an
entry, we encourage you to attend as we
need lots of people to help taste and vote.
The event will be followed by a sumptuous
dinner. You just need to bring along your
own drinks. The event has proven to be
a great social occasion and our intention
is to grow the Klaserie Biltong Fees to
become a respected and anticipated
highlight on the Klaserie calendar. Please
take note, Willem has stuck his neck out
by announcing his need for some real
competition!

Jana says she is privileged to have been able to find her
passion and make a success of it. “It’s not always easy but
I have proved to myself that where there’s a will there’s

For more information and to attend
please contact Gijs Rinsma on
bateleursnest@gmail.com.
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Wild times at

holiday workshops
Photos by Sabrina Chielens

A

nother Eco Children holiday workshop took place
during the April holidays at the Klaserie Private
Nature Reserve (KPNR) headquarters.

Almost 500 local children attended the workshops and
had a great time as they learnt more about animal behaviour from Eco Children volunteers who kindly joined
the workshops for a week. All children received new Eco
Children t-shirts for the year and the winners of the 2017
holiday workshops were announced. These winners are
chosen based on attendance, participation and attitude
and they got to attend the annual winners’ excursion at
Magoebaskloof Adventure during the second quarter of
the year (see page 4).
During the workshops, the children learnt about wild
animals with themes such as keeping wildlife wild, why
animals behave in certain manners, what you should
do when you’re in the bush, how animals use smell to
communicate with each other, and about animal group

behaviour. After this, the lessons were reinforced by
games such as animal charades, play safari, and creating
animal artwork.
It was another successful holiday workshop where the
local children got to enjoy a day of fun and learning in a
pristine natural environment during their school holidays.
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